Review 


MONTH the reaction the Soviet Congress 

throughout the Satellite area crystallized into 
pattern sharp contrasts: there are now two 
definite trends, one pointing purposeful enlarge- 
ment the other relative preser- 
vation the status quo. The first category includes 
the more industrialized nations—Poland, Czechoslo- 
vakia and Hungary. this area the Party, though unpopular, better organized than 
the less developed nations; can therefore afford greater extent relax somewhat the 
more blatant forms Also, these more nations the Party con- 
fronted highly articulate intelligentsia—both Communist and non-Communist—whose 
cooperation now needs more than ever before. Concessions are therefore both possible 
and necessary. Albania, Bulgaria and Romania, the other the Party far more 
“isolated” and its militants less influenced democratic traditions; whenever ferment has 
materialized the Party hierarchy has therefore tried suppress it, the apparent premise 
that would destroy the main levers Party control. 


There are strong indications that the regimes are experiencing great im- 
plementing different national policies. With travel restrictions eased among the Satellite 
nations, and them and the USSR, and result Western broadcasts, 
news ferment any one country—particularly Poland—has fast spread throughout the 
orbit. Repeatedly, therefore, measures which have been officially implemented Poland, 
suggestions which have been printed the Polish press, have been taken up, often against 
the regimes’ wishes, other countries the area. not yet clear whether the leadership 
Romania, Bulgaria and Albania will successful, the long run, suppressing 
ferment constantly fed news from other “People’s Democracies,” and whether 
gimes Czechoslovakia and Hungary will able check their own liberalization short 
the goals already reached their Polish Comrades. 


The disparity policies—particularly the lag liberalization some the countries 
has also been subject indirect attacks Tito. With his prestige restored Moscow, 
the Yugoslav leader has apparently been exerting growing influence developments 
the Satellite orbit, and many recent occasions the authorities have shown 
their displeasure the lack change some their neighbors’ policies. With respect 
Bulgaria, for instance, after demotion had been pointedly carried out 
the presence high-level Yugoslav parliamentary delegation, the 
ment took the exceptionally strong measure denying entry visas corresponding Bul- 
garian parliamentary delegation, the ground that two the delegates were personae 
non With respect Albania, the Yugoslav press rejected Albanian Party Secretary 
Enver Hoxha’s “explanations” for the 1948 break between the two countries. 


also probably not coincidence that Hungarian Party Secretary 
versed his own previous declarations the role had played the liquidation “Tito- 
ist” Laszlo Rajk almost simultaneously with the signing reparations agreement with 
Yugoslavia, long dispute, and now settled Tito’s satisfaction. This reversal 
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May 18, months after the Soviet Congress, gave the green light the developing Hungarian 
thaw. Finally, Tito saw Romanian Party chief Gheorghiu-Dej when passed through 
Romania his way Moscow; further talks took place his return trip Yugoslavia. 


Poland, the reform proceeded along lines suggested previous weeks, but with 
greater emphasis practical implementation. Changes that have taken place 
are supposed take end the compilation secret files employees, 
relaxation laws applying labor discipline and compensation for “rehabilitated” 
citizens. the same time the turbulent discussions past errors and present reality 
have continued, has been suggested, for instance, that jamming foreign broadcasts 
abolished, that officials stripped some their more flagrant privileges, and that 
the draft new penal code made less harsh. Congress economists the sugges- 
tion was made that the law supply and demand restored means determining 
prices and values. the same time, regime speakers Congress collective farmers 
reiterated the importance further collectivization, though apparently decentralization will 
now introduced the management these farms. Finally, widespread discussion the 
existence anti-Semitism has lately become yet another aspect the Polish thaw. 


Czechoslovakia, the ferment among writers was taken and carried its furthest 
point far college students throughout the country. Some the students’ demon- 
strations and demands were clearly regime-sanctioned, but the ensuing turmoil 
number unexpected criticisms were voiced, which the regime could not countenance. 
The students requested the restoration academic freedom particular political 
freedom general; the government disregarded most the students’ demands, promising 
only revisions the standards higher education. large-scale reprisals were taken 
against the students themselves, although some arrests were made, mainly older persons. 
Following this students’ demonstration, the Minister Culture and the Prosecutor-General 
were removed from office. 


Hungary, series decrees and measures gave concrete form the new era 
liberalization. Thus, district councils were given more power and efforts were made 
simplify the bureaucratic administration State organs all levels; minimum wage 
650 month was introduced for the majority industrial workers and working hours 
were reduced for workers employed jobs detrimental their health; regulations 
abortions were eased. Further, workers’ cases dealing with infraction factory disci- 
pline are now supposed dealt with special courts the factories themselves. 


Articles have also appeared the Hungarian press with continued demands for 
freer discussions parliament, end “distortions” personnel files, and revival 
the Patriotic People’s Front. Although has been stressed lately that the “class struggle” 
must on, there has been noticeable return the Nagy period concept that “social 
background itself not crime.” 


both Romania and Bulgaria, the past few weeks were marked cautious, probing 
criticism some intellectuals and the almost instantaneous rejection their arguments 
the regimes. Albania, Party Congress reviewed past achievements and outlined 
tasks for the coming five year period; the meeting was Stalinist tone and substance. 
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The following the second article two-part survey. 
The first article, the June issue, reviewed major aspects 
the current cultural thaw Poland and Hungary. The 
character and extent the ferment has varied from coun- 
try country, but now clear that throughout the 
area writers, including Communists, have taken advantage 
developments the recent Soviet Party Congress 
voice their discontent with number Party policies. For 
the latest information cultural events Romania, see 
the Current Developments section, 54. 


Czechoslovakia 


year were mild compared with those that arose 
Poland and Hungary, and cultural developments followed 
relatively uneventful and orthodox course. The regime 
sponsored series discussions and conferences litera- 
ture revitalize “Socialist realism.” also took steps 
modify its repressive policy the past: allowed slightly 
broader cultural exchange with non-Communist countries, 
permitted some non-Party authors, previously disfavor, 
appear print, and imposed less rigid requirements 
authors the hopes putting end lifeless literary 
works. the other hand, the regime way encour- 
aged wide margin free discussion and, unlike their 
Polish and Hungarian colleagues, Czechoslovak writers re- 
frained from publicly attacking Communist dogma and the 
Party’s strangulation creative endeavor. 

What outspoken criticism there was appeared the 
wake the Geneva Conference, which first aroused 
hopes far-reaching liberalization Communist policy. 
The strongest attacks against Party tutelage came from 
Slovakia and seemed partly inspired news the 
Polish debate. 1955, however, this antagonism did 
not pass beyond preliminary stage, and the official re- 
bukes which followed these sporadic outbursts suggested 
that most Czechoslovak authors voiced their complaints 
only private and were thoroughly skeptical about the 
possibilities and results criticism “from 
though the regime adopted moderate attitude towards the 
offenders, emphasized that would not tolerate “bour- 
geois deviations” aimed undermining the foundations 


Frantisek Hrubin 


Hrubin made one the most outspoken speeches the recent 
Czechoslovak Writers’ Congress. 


Sketch from Literarni Noviny (Prague), April 29, 1956 


“Socialism.” Throughout the year, upheld “Socialist 
realism” the correct goal for all writers and insisted 
that literary discussions follow the line established the 
Second Congress Soviet Writers. 


The 


Almost immediately after the Geneva Conference 
Czechoslovak literary publications began discuss the im- 
portance closer cultural ties with the West. Literarni 
Noviny (Prague), August 20, 1955, declared that “there 
doubt that new possibilities were [opened the 
Conference] and that the world entering period 
which will possible liquidate artificial obstacles 
which hamper the powerful development cultural activ- 
Recommending change from the “atmosphere 
yesterday,” the newspaper remarked that very few Czech- 
oslovak publishing houses had scheduled works Western 
authors. “Of American authors,” Literarni Noviny said, 
take cognizance only Howard Fast.” 

Although the regime softened its line the West (in- 
cluding new emphasis emulating “capitalist” technol- 
ogy for improving productivity Czechoslovak industry 
strongly opposed tendencies carry the so-called Gen- 
eva spirit unacceptable extremes. Several Slovak writers 
committed this offense when they lashed out Party con- 
trol art; for instance, poet Kupec (Kulturny Zivot 


October 29, 1955) claimed that was “high 
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ime tell the bureaucrats art that poetry not pure 


agitation and propaganda. poem cannot and must 
not only Party slogan rhyme, and novel must not 
literary form propaganda themes.” Kupec referred 
Polish complaints about the Communist author’s habit 
“internal censorship” and registered his own objections 
the practice balancing unpleasant truths with Com- 
munist successes “in order give literary works positive 
effect.” 

Another Slovak writer, Dominik Tatarka, (Kulturny 
Zivot, November 19, 1955), directed his attack specifically 
the Writers’ Union for interference literary creation 
and for telling authors what and what not write. Tatarka 
also condemned Frantisek Hecko’s novel The Wooden Vil- 
lage, which had been called model “Socialist realism.” 
the contrary, Tatarka said, was encyclopedia 
propaganda slogans which totally ignored people they 
are. 

The Czech Communist poet Vitezslav Nezval 
similarly succumbed the “Geneva committed 
the heresy praising the work the French “decadent” 
poet Appollinaire and published collection his own 
poems which contained some 
tenets realism.” 


‘serious departures” from the 


Official Reaction New Spirit 


December, Party spokesmen started repudiating these 
manifestations revolt, and President Zapotocky, himself 
member the Writers Union, delivered address 
the meaning “freedom art.” Fierce criticism 
“ideological weaknesses” literary circles appeared 
Literarni Noviny, December 10. The author the article, 
Milan Jungmann, denounced the prevalence new theor- 
ies, “voiced mostly private anonymous authors,” 
which pointed non-political art: 


“The peddlers such philosophy, who 
the ‘satisfaction’ 
they have allegedly received. They affirm that everyone 
finally agrees that they were right 
ture not mix. 


‘Geneva spirit’ their own way, enjoy 


that politics and litera- 
They claim that their opinions have 
finally prevailed. [They claim art must colorful, 
varied, attractive, courageous; the artist finally 
obtaining freedom and [that] anti-artistic principles, mainly 
the principles partisanship art, are slowly dying 

“We must never forget that writer produces for the 
best sons this land and not for literary gourmets. 
This knowledge must induce writers avoid all formalism 
and all escapist ideas and false charlatanism. who 
would like independent our society today would 
inevitably become dependent the anti-democratic ide- 
ology the bourgeois world. would become the slave 
alien interests. Such behavior would force the writer 
into individualist isolation and deprive him all creative 
instincts.” 


The same issue Literarni Noviny carried another arti- 
cle “ideological weakness” Karel Kosik, who revealed 
that, some respects, though milder form, discussions 
Czechoslovakia were patterned closely those taking 


Frantisek Hecko 


Slovak novelist, State prize winner, who attacked the “rebels.” 


Zivot Bratislava), June 10, 1955 


place Poland. Kosik claimed that lecturer had recently 
been asked: there [still] class struggle after the 
Geneva 


“His hesitation [in was characteristic the 
state mind large segment our intelligentsia, who 
have been thrown off course the swift changes inter- 
national events and the rapid the life our 
People’s Democracies. The failures due bureau- 
cratic and monopolistic concept Socialist realism create 
false ideas that all Socialist realism dead and use- 
less; the bankruptcy primitive, superficial and childish 
understanding Marxism creates under these conditions 
the impression that Marxism should corrected one 
another bourgeois theory, and that Marxism should re- 
juvenated injections Neo-Kantism, positivism some 
idealist theory.” 


Frantisek Hecko, writing Kulturny Zivot, December 
17, also discussed manifestations the “bad spirit 
and claimed that Slovakia there were writ- 
ers who, “if given the opportunity, would sell our en- 
tire Socialism for rusty penny.” Hecko stated, for in- 
stance, that one writer, whose work had been rejected 
the editor Kulturny Zivot, had re-submitted his manu- 
script with the remark: “Now that the Geneva spirit has 
brought relaxation you can publish poem.” An- 
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other writer was told his publisher omit poems about 
Stalin and Gottwald, since “these two trumps yesterday 
may not trumps tomorrow.” Condemning these and 
similar attitudes, Hecko concluded attacking Kupec, 
Tatarka and other Slovak who shared their 
opinions: “Who are your brothers, bourgeois gentlemen? 
Where are they? think that they are among the upper ten 
thousand Paris, London and New York. That why 
you were delighted last summer and fall. That why 
you pressed your heads against radio receivers, hear your 
brothers tell you how the West winning and the East 

The question French decadent poetry was also taken 
the Party press. Milan Jaris, writing Literarni No- 
viny, December 24, attacked Nezval for his unreserved 
praise Appollinaire, poet who “besides writing worthy 
poems, wrote works dictated the decomposition bour- 
geois society works which sometimes beyond the 
limits what may called art.” Jaris declared that such 
uncritical admiration was dangerous view the fact 
that young people had shown great interest “that part 
French literature usually known lyrics the con- 
demned poets.” 


Vitezslav Nezval 


Czechoslovak poet who has been accused having “succumbed 
the Geneva spirit.” 


Photo from Svet Obrazech (Prague), May 27, 1950 
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“There was insufficient space our literary study plan 
for explanation and analysis [these Conse- 
quently, certain group students, especially recently, be- 
gan interested the works Baudelaire, Rimbaud, 
Verlaine and other poets bourgeois, decadent trends, 
they were something prohibited, sinful, something that 
would yield forbidden voluptuousness. These students, with 
insufficient education, erudition experience, accept the 
condemned poets uncritically and elementary way, 


which must understandably affect their way thinking 
and their relationship society.” 


Jaris concluded that the question the decadents must 
explained and elucidated: “Today, when some cultural 
workers think that our efforts renew extend our cul- 
tural relations with nations the capitalist world are iden- 
tical with endeavors admit all cosmopolitan and formal- 
ist trash into our country, important explain that 
this not the case.” 

December 15, 1955, President Zapotocky delivered 
the official version the Party line meeting the Writ- 
Union. Although called for end lifeless dog- 
matism (writers, said, who art conform the pat- 
tern Party thesis and resolution were doing great harm), 
stated emphatically that the Party would not tolerate 
notions “art for art’s unlimited freedom 
arni Noviny, December 24, 1955) 

“Our fundamental principles must always 
bered and cannot retreat from them one step: are 
building Socialism and want finish the job. will 
subordinate everything this basic principle, even literary 
and artistic work. And this what causes bellyaching 
among many our artists. They wish success, they are 
all for Socialism, but they say: only you would give 
freedom that could anything wanted. this, 

say: will not give such freedom our artists, be- 

cause did would unable build Socialism. 

say this openly and sincerely. This does not mean, how- 

ever, that cannot have lyrics and other forms art. 

But cannot allow activities which would harm our 
task building Socialism. Artists must realize this, espe- 
cially those artists who dream unlimited freedom art, 
who dream only art for art’s sake.” 


Soviet Party Congress Takes Effect 


April 1956, when the first muted reactions the 
Soviet Congress had begun give way loud official and 
unofficial denunciations the Stalinist past, the regime 
shifted emphasis and approached the question literary 


Jan Otcenasek 
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Newly elected First Secretary the Writers’ Union Presidium. 


Literarni Noviny (Prague), May 12, 1956 
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freedom somewhat more positive way. Instead 
rejecting “dreams unlimited freedom,” the Party hier- 
archy began acknowledge the need for “creative inde- 
pendence” and encouraged writers bold and “fear- 
less” their work. While these pronouncements were 
tune with the new Communist spirit “democratization,” 
they were made extremely cautious key. The official 
speakers who launched the new literary line the long- 
heralded Second Congress Czechoslovak Writers, April 
22-29. seemed intent creating aura moderation 
and harmony. They discussed past errors abstractly and 
described the future vague, generalized terms. Their ef- 
forts met with little success; reaction, the rank and file 
membership the Writers’ Union gave concrete voice 
their bitterness and expressed their desire for freedom 
specific, political demands, 

Although the Writer’s Congress was the scene out- 
spoken criticism, began uncertainly, what seemed 
atmosphere apathy and cynicism. Early press re- 
ports indicated that the proceedings had disappointed the 
hopes literary journals and the intelligentsia, who had 
apparently been expecting more inspiring events. Possibly 
because these expectations and because the literary rebel- 
lions Poland and Hungary had made strong impres- 
sion Czechoslovak intellectual circles, the writers finally 
were moved speak. the third day the Congress 
the mood the assembly hall suddenly changed. The writ- 
ers voted down the regime-supported agenda and demanded 
more time for debate. Then, one one, they began 
complain about the restrictions and compromises that had 
been forced upon them the past. Even more important, 
they accused the Party unjust persecution Communist 
writers and openly denounced the policy witch-hunting 
which had been responsible for the silence, imprisonment 
and death many talented men. 


The Party Sets the Tone 


the first day the Congress, President Zapotocky 
took the floor read Central Committee message 
writers based “directives the Soviet Party Congress.” 
The message commended those writers who, “despite ob- 
stacles and lack success,” looked for new artistic ways 
depicting reality, and impressed upon authors the need 
eliminate “officialdom, pomposity, painting things black 
pink, pseudo-military jargon and schematism.” the 
same time, however, the Central Committee drew sharp 
line between “courage” and “petty bourgeois wailing,” and 
insisted that “knowledge life” supported “scien- 
tific Marxist-Leninist world concept.” The message also 
discussed the subject freedom and the writers’ role 
“Socialist” society: 

“Comrades, the Party never prescribed and never will 
prescribe writers their literary work. have always 
been against the regimentation literature and the stifling 
creative forces. that the writer must enjoy 
full freedom, that must march alone his artistic de- 
velopment. The Party, course, maintained 
maintain its political aim [the goal] openly and hon- 
estly winning all writers over its side for the cause 
Socialism and Communism. Therefore, allow the Central 


Committee sincerely express its respect for your literary 
work and consider you the foremost helpers the Party 
the great and just cause, the realization the change 
Socialism our society.” 

(Rude Pravo April 23, 1956) 


Chairman the Union Jan Drda followed 
with address the importance “truth” literature 
and the need for writers cope with the “real conflicts” 
and imperfections everyday life. Drda stated that pre- 
vious sets rules and regulations had destroyed the writers’ 
initiative and originality and that the practice painting 
life rosy colors had resulted departure from truth 
into the abstract: 

“Nobody can doubt that the idea building just So- 
cialist society has really triumphed among our people. 
But cannot close our eyes the fact that apart from 
petty bourgeois dissatisfactions, there also exist justified dis- 
satisfactions the working people which are based 
bitterness about frequently repeated, stereotyped mistakes 
—by some excesses the authorities, unnecessary losses 
our economy due heavy-handed bureaucratism, 
disgust with various obvious injustices, poor work and 
management construction, arbitrariness, haughtiness 

and distortion the general Party line either acci- 
dent design. [These dissatisfactions] are not directed 
against the Socialist order; the contrary express 
the ardent longing for elimination shortcomings, 
are necessary and useful for building Socialism.” 

(Rude Pravo April 24) 


While insisting that art could only serve the people 
taking into account dissatisfactions and “contradictions” 
contemporary life, Drda emphasized that the writer could 
not set himself “objective observer.” the con- 
trary, said, the Communist writer must active 
fighter “who hates capitalism and everything connected 
with it,” and who can “distinguish between forces that 
draw man towards tomorrow and those which keep him 
chained yesterday.” 

After Drda’s amplification Party directives, other pro- 
regime speakers took the floor and spoke somewhat 
similar vein. The audience reacted passively, and even the 
speech Nezval, who accused “ultra-leftist” elements 
causing the suicide the poet Konstantin Biebl 1951, 
failed have any immediate effect.* This lack response 
may have been due the fact that Nezval had long been 
identified the official Party poet, and that his speech was, 
for the most part, windy and orthodox tone. The partici- 
pants the Congress made little attempt conceal their 
boredom and, according Literarni Noviny (Prague), 
April 25, they left the hall masse. exodus] was 


the result the fact that the opening speeches con- 


lukewarm Communist before the war, became active 
after the February coup and began write militant Party poetry. 
with some other Communist artists, his own inner conflicts, in- 
tensified the brutality Party policy postwar years, led 
him suicide. 

According Svobodne Slovo, April 25, Nezval also accused 
“ultra-leftist causing involuntary silence Jaro- 
slav Seifert and Halas, and forcing the poet Frantisek Hrubin 
seck refuge children’s poetry. explained the bigotry 
which results from the personality cult, but the same time 


pointed out that poets, glorifying Stalin, desired help good 
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“Oh, these silly fanatics, they are burning cliches. Quick, don’t save some for ourselves, able make living.” 


Literarni Noviny (Prague), May 1956 


tained few concrete inspiring elements that they 


literally put one sleep.” 


The Writers Speak Out 


the third day the Congress the mood apathy 
broke and, April 28, Literarni Noviny, which had im- 
plicitly urged change from the start, cheerfully 
“The change—and let believe permanent one—oc- 
curred Tuesday afternoon after remark Kat- 
arina Lazarova. Several times the Assembly [voted against] 
the agenda proposed the Presidium the Congress. 
was requested that only the most urgent reports read 
and that the time thereby saved devoted discussion. 
Comrade Tatarka insisted that, above all, the rank and file 

should heard.” The Assembly’s rejection the offi- 
cial agenda was rejection the platitudes which had 
echoed the meeting hall for two days. Kupka, novel- 
ist, undoubtedly spoke for large segment the audience 
when declared that Drda had been banal and superficial 
and had wasted the audience’s time: may claim, 


Comrade Drda, that the other reports will include concrete 


matters. so, the question arises: why did you take the 
floor? demonstrate the art talking about nothing 
for three hours?” 


Tuesday afternoon, poet Frantisek Hrubin took the 


floor and created immediate sensation. the end 
his long attack the Party’s onslaught against poets and 
poetry, the entire audience rose its feet and the hall 
resounded with applause. Svobodne Slovo, April 25, re- 
ported that Hrubin’s speech “was the most remarkable 
the Congress. was moving its depth feeling, be- 
hind which years bitterness and suffering 
den.” Literarni Noviny, April 28, which published the full 
text Hrubin’s address, described the atmosphere 
“highly exciting, irrepressible, spontaneous.” Rude Pravo, 
the official Party organ, remained silent; its reports the 
Congress followed the orthodox Party line. 
Speaking primarily poet, Hrubin said: 


“It was degrading and unhealthy for Czech literature 
unable speak openly about its problems during the 
past years. Now this possibility exists. thus consider 
duty express myself publicly some questions 
concerning poetry. the past six, seven years, have 
devoted myself the study the so-called condemned 
poets. advance, reject the suspicion exclusive- 
ness Speaking simply, have 
poet. this harms pseudo-poet, literature will not 
suffer it. have been reading How 
much drama contained his great work the 
agony the Swan confined the ice, unable extricate 
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its frozen wing. How much more tragic did the 
fate Czech poetry seem recent years: the 
heirs Macha, Neruda, Bezruc were also caught the ice. 
Poetry confined there not the image swan but 
the likeness hunted, exhausted doe; the blood, 
wild after pursuit, did not thicken, the ice did not melt, 
and poetry frantically resisted the indifference of icy 
dogma. How much more tragic, but more glorious: the 
poetry Halas and Hora* fortunately was not swan 
and did not become motionless cold contempt, but went 
forth and continues forth from unprofitable exile. 

But how much talent had frozen wings, how many per- 
ished the icy 

“What people want from Celebrations, 

declamations, slogans? No. They want shown the 
way life goes. That the poet’s service man and 
humanity. For this, one must not only have love life but 
the knowledge that gambling with life. For this, one 
must courageous, because one msks the danger failure. 
One cannot avoid moments despair, days and maybe 
even years despair, and sometimes this despair can 
devastating those who are not strong. Despair some- 
times can terrible that void enclosed window 
frame seems like infinite freedom, and the poet aims for 
it, only prove again, and vain, that man has wings. 
Who then responsible for your death, Konstantin Biebl? 
Fate? Poetry? No. The people from whom you came? 
No. The poet one with the body and the spirit the 
people, one not only with its truth but also with its errors, 
one not only with its song, but also with its 
He is responsible to himself, that is to his people. When- 
ever the people, beaten and injured, rise up, they first touch 
the poet, their spine, see whether has remained whole. 
humanity, their poets are full 

“Conscience also part the dignity man. When 
write and publish freely, can truly satisfied and want 
more? can, but only when freedom does not silence 
others. write and publish, but did Jiri Kolar have this 
right, that poet whose work alien but whom re- 
was never concerned with personal advantage but always 
with the cause the people and Socialism. preferred 
wounding himself boot-licking. brutal attack 
Tvorba {theoretical weekly, liquidated after the Slansky 
trial|, was chased into isolation and then ruined. This 
not human. This not There are and will 
attempts ignore, gloss over pretty and dis- 
miss these facts; but every such effort will increase our 
shame. many are not ashamed today, then our 
children will ashamed for us. long there ex- 
ists but one poet with the feeling that cannot pub- 
lished, then, comrades, something not Let 
live and create such way that people will not turn 
from Whose fault that the people lose confi- 
dence and say with ridicule laureate’? Cruel, 
but true are verses: can stage beautiful 


funerals, but are burying the living.’ 


Jan Drda 


The former Chairman the Writers’ Union. 
Sketch from Literarni Noviny (Prague), May 1956 


text the address Jaroslav Seifert, poet, who until 
recently, had been forced into literary isolation. Speaking 
even more strongly than Hrubin, Seifert urged writers 
become the conscience the people: 


“ 


fear have not been this for many years; 
have not been the conscience the many, the millions, 
have not even been our own conscience. ordi- 
nary person silent about the truth, this may tactical 
maneuver. the writer silent about the truth, 
lying. And not only that. discredits all that which 
Socialism brought our people. Today, ask, where 
were after 1948, when man who did not know the 
language [Paul Reimann] presided over Czech literature? 
And ask, who ignited the smokescreen which quietly 
covers the name and work one our greatest modern 
artists, Vancura?* And ask you emphatically: 
was Vancura people’s artist not? Was Vancura 
Communist, and one the oldest, not? Did Van- 


day later, Literarni Noviny, April 29, published the 


Halas, Communist, was poet the Baudelaire school. 
Shortly before his death 1950, broke with the regime and 
wrote “testament,” subsequently circulated the West, express- 
ing his disgust with the Party’s dictatorship. 

Hora, 1891-1945, considered the greatest inter-war poet 
Czechoslovakia. Since 1948, his works have been largely ignored. 


Vancura was Communist novelist executed during the Ger- 
man occupation. was known the creator modern Czech 
prose. 


cura give his life for his convictions not? was 
one the greatest, most courageous men Czech literature 
had [in our And how much poorer the pic- 
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our obligation immediately rectify these injustices. 
Two the most pressing demands are: 

invite the silenced and unjustly excluded writers, 
who are worthy their name, cooperate. not wait 
until they come and ask. They will hardly come. be- 
neath the writer come and beg. Give them the oppor- 
tunity answer attacks they could not answer before, 
when they were excluded from literature. experienced 
this myself. 

let think about imprisoned writers, let think 
their human fate. have right judge their guilt—guilt, 
mistakes and errors. But have the right, Czech poet, 
express the opinion that they have atoned sufficiently. 
today members the Writers’ Union hastily and 
willingly admit their errors and guilt many years, and 
this declared sufficient, the errors and guilt 
those prison can longer judged strictly and 
from the same angle before.” 


The debates and official reports continued. The rank 
and file members the Union not only condemned the 
regime’s persecution Communist authors but directly 
attacked Minister Culture Ladislav Stoll, Deputy Min- 
ister Culture Jiri Taufer and various other cultural of- 
ficials for remaining silent crucial issues. The young 
writer Ivan Skala accused Nezval hypocrisy. answer 
Nezval’s charge that young writers and “ultra-leftist” 
elements had been responsible for the distortions litera- 
ture the postwar period, Skala said: “In this room sit 
number people who know the background [the 
Seifert case]. Yet they are silent. One them Comrade 
Nezval. Even Comrade Drda the know. Comrade 
Nezval knows who started administrative measures against 
not honest, the way you, who know the background and 
when started, now talk. death was used pre- 
text for manhunt. was misused Taufer and 
others organize manhunt which almost claimed an- 
other Czech poet [Konrad] victim.” (Literarni No- 
viny, May 5.) 

Writer Michal Sedlon was even more outspoken: 

“We are still waiting for explanation about how 
cultural policy was made the past. Perhaps the persons 
best qualified explain this are Comrades Kopecky, Stoll, 
Hendrych, Taufer, Bares, and the rest. But far, they are 
silent. most, there mention those who have lost their 
positions—Bares Reimann. But much worse fate 
befell small, ordinary people, who, because they told the 
truth, were harassed and accused, whose lives were ruined 
and who were placed under arrest. Permit 
sincerely amazed Comrade Taufer’s speech. Com- 
rade Taufer apparently enjoys the privilege turning 
somersaults without any need explain, without having 
utter one word self-criticism who [if not hunted 
down writers the way Comrade Biebl was hunted 
down?” Literarni Noviny, May 


April 27, President Zapotocky again took the floor 
effort bring the meeting under control. some- 
what equivocal language, Zapotocky attempted set 
limit poetic truth and prevent too liberal interpre- 
tation the decisions the Soviet Party Congress. 
complained that those writers who claimed they had lied 


out fear would better admit that they had “made 
mistakes” due “underestimation the greatness our 
victory” and because their “failure recognize that the 
class struggle diminishes rather than increases with the 
building Socialism.” the same time, Zapotocky in- 
sisted that these same writers were wrong their assump- 
tion that the class struggle was over and the “victory 
Socialism secure.” 
“In fight, must make effort destroy the enemy. 

This the principle and moral contest. one were 

say that fights, but does not want destroy his 

when, from the viewpoint victorious Socialism and 

faith the future Socialism and its invincibility, at- 

tacks the wrong things. The viewpoint those who to- 

day are trying feather their own nests 

This what Comrades Hrubin and Seifert and others did. 

recognize their skill poets, and not want them 

overlooked poets. But not recognize them 
fighters, reliable pillars new, Socialist life.” 


April 28, the last working day the Congress, the 
writers voted new Union officials. The office Secre- 
tary General and Chairman the Union was abolished 
and “collective leadership” members headed 
First Secretary was instituted. The Assembly voted against 
two regime-sponsored candidates, Jiri Taufer, and the 
hard-core Communist writer, Vaclav Rezac. All the other 
candidates for the “collective leadership” were approved. 
These included Drda, Nezval, Hecko, and Sekera, well 
the rebels Hrubin and Seifert. May 24, the new 
Central Committee elected 15-member Presidium. The 
new Presidium does not include any the rebels. Jan 
Otcenasek was named First Secretary. 


Jaroslav Seifert 


Seifert, who only recently returned the limelight, asked for 
end unjust discrimination against some Czechoslovak writers. 


Sketch from Literarni Noviny (Prague), April 29, 1956 
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IV. Bulgaria 


than year the Party has repeatedly referred 
the ills Bulgarian literature, but far this 
analysis has not led any significant policy change. 
More assiduously than any other regime the area, with 
the exception the Romanian, the Bulgarian leadership 
has guarded itself from attack and has attempted pre- 
serve the aura its own near infallibility. This attitude, 
maintained the face writers’ rebellion the end 
1955, did not substantially change with the demotion 
Premier Chervenkov early 1956, and only cursory 
criticisms past have been tolerated date. 
This insistence keeping criticism focussed 
ties undoubtedly dictated political necessity, and indi- 
cates the government’s insecurity and its unpopularity with 
the people. 

The discontent Bulgarian writers came head 
December 1955 stormy meeting Party members 
the Writers’ Union. Signs unrest had begun mani- 
fested earlier the year, when the regime openly admitted 
(despite previous cheerful estimates) that “Socialist litera- 
ture” had fallen into disreputable state. Articles started 
appear deploring the absence creative freedom, and 
the greyness, schematism and sugar-coating reality 
literary work. Barring few editorials, the attacks were 
directed either the cultural officials the writers 
themselves. The regime withdrew its support ruthless 
editorial interference literature and forced minor offi- 
cials bear the brunt blame for policies initiated and 
pursued under top Party orders. Similarly, the authors 
were accused greed, indifference, illiteracy and pettiness 

attitudes which could directly attributed the at- 
mosphere created the regime. Whenever the criticism 
showed tendencies getting out hand—when implied 
the guilt the top leadership, mentioned hardships Bul- 
garian life, referred the writers’ pessimism and despair 

the Party called stop. 


Censorship 


One the sharpest criticisms editorial interference 
was made writer Pavel Vezhinov (Literaturen Front 
[Sofia], April 1955). said that editors and critics 
were dogmatic because they were unequipped for their 
jobs and afraid and unwilling 
Fear originality caused them “trample upon every per- 
sonal opinion and thought outside the realm their primi- 
tive and superficial doctrines.” result, literature started 
decline and “revolve the circle the known.” con- 
tained, Vezhinov said, the “same heroes, the same situa- 
tions, the same ideas, which were always solved the 
same way.” The loss freedom made the writer lose faith 
his ideas and his artistic horizon: 


“Some years ago, the reader had difficulty recog- 
nizing work, even without reading the name, the 
peculiarities style and language, the choice literary 
expressions and the particular atmosphere novels. 
Now these characteristics have begun fade. 


complained the parrot: feel like 

hanging myself. Nobody imitates anybody any more. 
And since people don’t imitate one another, whom shall 
learn 


lot easy,’ the parrot comforted the monkey. 
‘Look me. What shall do? Everything repeated 
until now proved plain 

Trud (Sofia), May 1956 


Somehow, all have begun—without noticing it—to 
merge into grey, impersonal mass. When understood 
that was not developing properly writer, stopped 
instead continuing along the right way. For several 
years now, have not followed the basic line writer’s 
possibilities, because not feel myself the force neces- 
sary fight possible difficulties. Let there more confi- 
dence the writer, more faith his political maturity 
and devotion the ideas the Party. Let there less 
tutoring from green, ignorant editors, administrators and 
committee members, who are now dabbling the complex 
and delicate field literature.” 


Several weeks earlier, Literaturen Front, March 17, 1955, 
had described the variety methods used censor poets: 
“Sometimes they simply suggest the poet the beauty 
some other poet’s verse. another occasion, they refuse 
print poetry for ‘lack warmth’. And third time, 
they stress that his poetry does not follow the Party line, 
etc. Older writers not yield such coaching, but the 
young are different. They bend more easily, and re- 
sult all poets appear 

Both April and September, Chairman the Writers’ 
Union Christo Radevski criticized the policy prevailing 
editorial offices. said that there were “scandalous” 
instances editorial offices forcibly imposing their opinions 
writers (Literaturen Front, April 14, 


“For example, our editorial offices was law until 
now publish opinion for given book and im- 
pose readers the authentic opinion our entire 
writers’ collective, even, say, the Party’s stand. And the 
worst part this that often this opinion was incorrect. 

“In editorial offices, articles and opinions are altered. 
Books are also altered, and because there free 
exchange opinions, cowardly authors find themselves 
obliged enter the mould, where they are given ‘look’ 
different from their own.” 


Later the year Radevski cited other instances cen- 
sorship: claimed that many officials dealing with cul- 
tural matters lacked both taste and elementary tact and 
conducted themselves like bulls (originally “elephants,” see 
cartoon) china shop. Radevski described, for instance, 
how one young writer had offered Sofia daily feuilleton 
ridiculing dissolute women, was rejected the editor- 
in-chief with the remark that there were 
“Socialist Bulgaria” and that his piece was “untypical.” 
“It would interesting,” Radevski concluded, “to know 
whether this editor was aware the Party’s concern with 
decadence among our creative intelligentsia. sure 
was.” (Literaturen Front, September 15, 
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and Careerists 


While much the criticism was directed against the 
administration, the writers, too, were attacked for coward- 
ice, hypocrisy, ignorance, and greed. Christo Radevski, 
writing Literaturen Front, April 14, 1955, declared: 


great many our books lack the flame and inspira- 
tion characteristic those who truly serve the people. 
The poor technique and vague language our books indi- 
cate that [we] not know the people. There are writ- 
ers who pay less attention their writing than publish- 
ing their books for the highest remuneration. There are 
comrades who consider ethics bourgeois prejudice and 
lack respect for the people and public scandals Socialist 
virtues. Many writers, including the critics—let 
frank—are illiterate. They have mastery their craft 
and are uneducated the most elementary sense the 
word: they have mastery the Bulgarian language.” 


similar note was sounded Literaturen Front, 
September 29, which emphasized that high payment for 
literary work was not designed encourage mediocrity. 
The newspaper claimed that writers had purposely “var- 
nished” reality order make their works saleable: 
“What the result this inoffensive literature? mis- 
leads, embitters and stops development. Whom fool? 
evident that the writer deeply confused, for 
believes that varnishing and flattery will liked and 
praised: ‘How beautiful everything and the writer 
ensures himself house, car, silk shirt and daily visits 
the Russian club.” 

The same issue Literaturen Front condemned the 
writers’ refusal assume public responsibilities: 


“Nobody can point out writer the past 
who through literary creation, journalism, variety 
activities, did not participate the public life his time. 
many members the Writers’ Union fact. Often, 
some our writers refuse give report Union 
meeting and, more often, they fail keep their word even 


Writer shown pouring liquid from can marked “rose-colored 
Reference new resolve present unvarnished, 
unpainted 


Literarni Noviny (Prague), May 1956 


after they have promised. some cases, special ‘dex- 
organizers, unenergetic, extremely busy, ideologically 


Literary Tasks and Shortcomings 


Aside from discussing the cynicism and indifference 
Bulgarian writers, the regime also criticized the poor qual- 
ity contemporary literature. Literaturen Front, July 27, 
1955, summed literary ills stating: “It seems 
have become very petty, have lost the great and 
significant study the classics, shall see 
that besides simplicity, they contain something else: 
theme with meaning, profound thought, strong feeling, 
beauty.” July 28, the newspaper published the results 
previous discussion faults the contemporary 
novel, and again stressed the importance the classics: 
“The greatest alarm caused the unsatisfactory artistic 
level works. Some writers even un- 
derestimated the remarkable artistic heritage the clas- 
sics. They forget that, without them, the development 
the contemporary novel story 

The newspaper also criticized the lack real conflicts 
contemporary works: 


“The discussions revealed strange situation. 

Novels depicting the life and work the working class 
lack worker their central hero. The main heroes are 
mostly representatives the administration, engineers, 


members the technical intelligentsia. The misfor- 


tune that the labor process not made that 
workers are depicted dryly and lifelessly, superficially and 
one-sidedly, even after factory hours. One the most 


disturbing things about the discussions was that the num- 
ber writers participating the talks was very small. 


the most important questions contemporary literature.” 


Gocho Gochev was one the writers who had the cour- 
age hit back this criticism. Literaturen Front, 
September 15, advanced the theory that the remedy 
for the spineless quality Bulgarian literature was point 
out faults upper administrative brackets. Gochev said 
that while many subjects contemporary literature were 
either careerists suppressors criticism, they did not 
“fully reflect the vices the times”; “Comrade writers, 
you should sting and ridicule the ‘bigger’ and the ‘stronger’ 
you want some good your people. Look into 
upper cultural circles, higher into the administration, for 
hypocrisy, careerism and servility have grown deep roots 
there, too, and not only among the comnion people.” 

Gochev also suggested that literature could serve the 
people best reflecting more realistically the quality 
everyday life: new said, “is in- 
valuable creative assistant the Communist Party 
its attempts realize the thousand-year-old dreams tor- 
mented humanity. When look the lakes the giant 
dams which will irrigate our plains then under- 
stand why people save their pieces bread order have 
better tomorrow. Why writers bypass these com- 
plex psychological contemporary problems?” 
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Chervenkov Speaks 


The discontent and resentment Bulgarian writers 
came head closed meeting Party members 
the Writers’ Union December 28. 
Vulko Chervenkov (then Premier) took the floor and, 
long address, bitterly criticized the “concentrated fire” 
which had been directed the Union leadership. Cherven- 
kov called these attacks camouflaged attempt “break 
through the tested Party principles literary guidance 
the Central Committee.” said that the writers had 
denied that this was their intention, but, queried, this 
was true, “why was necessary beyond the frame- 
work realistic, sharp but justifiable criticism? Why were 
the Secretary General and other Union Secretaries accused 
being ‘favorites,’ than the devil’? 
Why was necessary say that the key positions our 
literature were held Fascist mercenaries?” 

Chervenkov’s speech, which was made public late 
February 1956 (that is, more than month after was 
delivered), revealed that internecine struggle had been 
taking place within the Union, and that many the writers 
had bitterly resented the criticisms directed against them. 
According Chervenkov, the Union leadership was ac- 
cused supporting “bourgeois” tendencies, persecuting 
Communist writers, and holding back the development 
Bulgarian literature. Writers Ivan Rudnikov, Ivan Mar- 
and Ivan Burin went far demand com- 
plete change the Union leadership the grounds 
“bureaucratic” administration and “support writers who 
came from the not only rebuked these 
writers for dividing the Union into “pure and impure” 
Communists but also strongly criticized the members’ fail- 
ure defend the Central Committee from “unjust” accu- 


that occasion, 


“Here [at this meeting] Ivan Rudnikov accused the Cen- 
tral Committee bureaucratic leadership the Writers’ 
Union. one asked him about the basis for his statement. 
Where were his proofs? one reacted. Does the Party 
organization really think that the Central Committee 
guiding our literature bureaucratically? How can the 
hesitations Comrade Srebrov and others the sub- 
ject too great interference the Central Committee 
the field literature explained?” 


Chervenkov said that although the Party wanted criti- 
cism, was not favor indiscriminate criticism and 
did regard freedom some sort absolute concept 
which anarchists talk about but which does not correspond 
reality.” then added: 


“There absolute freedom general. Freedom, like 
everything else must presented concretely and 
placed definite perspective. look the world from 
the point view the working class. That which 
useful this class and its victory right. re- 
ject that which obstructs this class. are for criticism 
which strengthens us. are against criticism which aims 
undermining us. would have deserved the most severe 
blame were your meeting, object criticism—no 
matter how sharp—when made the common interest 
raising the ideological level the organization and 


implementing Party decisions literature. wish say 

numerous things myself about the shortcomings 
the Union Secretariat the indiscriminate 
attack undertaken against the Union leadership was such 
that the leadership appeared more like practice target 
while the real blows were directed higher—as matter 
fact, they were aimed the Party Central Committee, 
and all the while listened and tolerated this [attack] 
the name freedom criticism. Such freedom 
criticism not tolerate.” 


Although Chervenkov insisted that the only hope for 
literature was “live criticism and conflict opinion,” 
strongly objected the articles (quoted above) 
Vezhinov and Gochev and claimed that the Writers’ Union 
was blame for failing guide literature and literary 
publications. While his criticism Vezhinov was mild, his 
criticism Gochev left doubt about the official limits 
the regime’s literary policy: “Where did Comrade Gochev 
get the notion that people are grumbling about Party pol- 
icy? With what right does he, Communist critic, appeal 
the writers depict this grumbling their works? that 
our reality? that his manly and stern justice? that his 
struggle against the idealization life? Comrade Gochev 
dreams having writers mirror the vices the 
Having entirely lost his sense proportion, cried: 
‘Comrade writers, sting the authorities, that you can 
serve the people better.’ this way, one could reach the 
Central Committee.” 

Chervenkov concluded stating that although the 
Party disapproves the “lacquering reality,” 
against loss faith, anarchistic rejection Party 
policy, and the spreading bourgeois lies against our Peo- 
ple’s Democracy” 

“My opinion that Communist writers should have 
various opinions regarding questions style, lan- 
guage and creative approach. But Communist writers 
must united questions Communist line litera- 
ture. They must also united applying Party decisions.” 


Effects Soviet Congress 


After Chervenkov’s removal from the Premiership 
April, signs slight relaxation policy began ap- 
pear. Central Committee meeting April, the Party 
repudiated “non-Marxist methods” and errors due the 
“cult personality.” The press echoed these sentiments 
articles which proclaimed the sweeping away Stalinist 
cobwebs and the advent new, post-Soviet Congress 
breeze. Bulgarian officials began talk about the “impor- 
tance the people,” and point out the dangers nar- 
row-minded dogma and one-man rule. date, however, 
steps towards liberalization have been minimal, and the 
can called that—nowhere approaches the 
extent upheaval and critical ferment now taking place 
Polish, Czechoslovak Hungarian national life. 

The continued limit the new Yugov government has 
placed criticism was demonstrated recent attempt 
clamp down “petty bourgeois manifestations” the 
press. This effort was directed primarily against Otechest- 
ven Front (Sofia), which made the mistake going too far 
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its analysis shortcomings the postwar years. Its 
editor-in-crief, Vladimir Topencharov, was called sharply 
account for slandering the Party, although the criticism 
printed was much milder than that noW voiced with im- 
punity elsewhere the Soviet orbit. 

April 18, connection with Chervenkov’s removal, 
Otechestven Front published article describing Cherven- 
kov man who, singlehanded, controlled the entire cen- 
tral administration and who “considered his own word 
law.” The newspaper said that this type leadership was 
transmitted the lower echelons and that, result, 
harsh methods administration “were practiced from top 
bottom.” “The Party publicly criticized these methods. 
has always denied them. They are alien the Party 
and the People’s Democracy. The National Assembly 
now] authorized the government liquidate such 
methods and forms work. From the ministerial council 
down the ministries, the municipal, regional and 
village councils those individuals who fail collabo- 
rate with accept the criticism the masses should not 
tolerated.” 

May Front printed feuilleton satiriz- 
ing bureaucratic administrators, well the innumerable 
thieves, hooligans and careerists present Bulgarian so- 
ciety. Written Gencho Uzunov, the article deals with 
imaginary May First demonstration. The author de- 
scribes how riding his bicycle and thinking the 
many bureaucrats and who will par- 
ticipate the May Day parade, when cart runs him 
down: 


Sereams and voices alarm. May First mani- 
festations suddenly begin. Square, tribune, flags. 
pears. Then messenger announces that the first column 
composed bureaucrats doesn’t want start with- 
out receiving written order and special permission 
march the square. After some time, the order issued 

and the demonstration begins. 

Attached each other, with pockets filled with 
pens and pencils, and carrying files, telephones and signs 
about reception hours, the bureaucrats appear, arranged 
according seniority. Their war cry echoes: ‘Come To- 


May 1956, the Bulgarian newspaper Rabot- 
nichesko Delo reprinted letter sent one its reporters 
peasant woman; the reporter commented that the 
style the letter showed the effect standard journalistic 
jargon people who thought correct imitate this kind 
language: 

“We, Bulgarian women, now enjoy unusual rights. Ac- 
cording the People’s Constitution, free and hus- 
band does not have the right beat me. actively 
clarifying this matter him, but manifests steely per- 
serverance and forcefully continues beat me. The day 
before yesterday, when were passing the grandiose 
dam near our village, abused confidence cow- 
ardly fashion and threw into the valuable and irriga- 
tional waters the dam. nearly liquidated 


Title: the Cultural 


OHT 


Caption [critic shouting tiny goat]: “Get out here, 
trampling the flowers.” [The elephant, symbolizing “big inter- 


Sturshel (Sofia), February 1956 


run quietly, bow left and right, take off their hats, smile. 
When they reach the public square, they fall into 
trance. [It difficult] get them out the way. 
the careerists approach with puffed out chests and heads 
held high. 
neighbor with his elbows and tries get ahead. Their 
column passes wild race. 


Their column chaos. Each one pushes his 


“Suddenly, the square empty. the opportunists’ 
turn. But how can they move forwards when they are 
trying hide behind each other’s back? Their column 
pushed aside the noisy column thieves and squan- 
derers public property. They skillfully practice 
pickpocketing, break the pavement, pluck the grass, flowers, 
break whatever they The hooligans appear with 
inhuman screams and jumps, cries saxophones, trum- 
pets. Next come the slanderers and informers. 
Pushing each other, they reach the head the column 
where their chiefs are marching and begin slandering one 
another. The next column consists pessimists, wearing 
dark glasses, and optimists, who wear pink glasses. 
They are followed good-for-nothings and drunkards, dis- 
guised bottles and hardly able walk. 

“Suddenly the demonstration stops. the center 
the square, stand the apes who watch their leader and imi- 
tate him. smiles, they smile; frowns, they the 
same; nods, they nod. Finally, the leader starts march- 
ing and crying hurrah. Then they march after him, cry- 

hurrah... 


Several days later, May Front carried 
commentary Topencharov honor Press Day. Dis- 
cussing the role newspapers, the editor statea chat the 
past few years the press had been characterized dogmatic 
statement, conventional form, stereotyped style 
guage and “narrow convictions,’ and that this had led 
division between the Bulgarian press and the Bulgarian 
people. Topencharov claimed that journalists had aban- 
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doned the energetic prose which had characterized Com- 
nunist and Socialist (left-wing) papers earlier years, 
and had failed discuss vital questions which, though 
seemingly petty, were importance the readers. 
added that the press had given its high principles, had 
adopted the attitude waiting for ready formulas and defi- 
nitions, and resorted the practice extensive quotation 
and repetition what had already been said: 


“Instead concrete analysis economic phenomena, 
there appeared theoretical statements; instead immedi- 
ate discussion cultural problems, there appeared the 


culture. Thorny questions were 


avoided and the level criticism dropped drastically. 
The principle blind obedience The need 
give the broadest information possible, tell the whole 
truth, pleasant unpleasant, was ignored. prac- 


tice, our press accepted [the that issues could 
settled administratively. Until few days ago, the in- 
stitution ‘secret statistics’ existed. Data our develop- 
ment were inaccessible the journalist and reader. 

And what did this false method mean that our press 
should not write about shortcomings, only minor ones, 
that should criticize only [selected] few and over- 


look most responsible for shortcomings and failures.” 


May 20, the official Party newspaper Rabotnichesko 
Delo (Sofia) called halt this type criticism. in- 
sisted that there was difference between “constructive 
criticism and petty bourgeois criticism aimed creating 
mistrust the Party.” number Communists, the news- 
paper said, had allowed “shortcomings” appear their 
statements—that is, remarks “giving the wrong picture 
the situation our country.” Otechestven Front was 
singled out the chief breeding ground distortion. Its 
April article Chervenkov, Rabotnichesko Delo said, 
was “directed against [our] leaders and the Party and State 
cadres. According this article, the Party, and particu- 
larly Party leaders, have broken away from the people; 
criticizes shortcomings such way that the successes 
have achieved far are minimized.” The May First feuil- 
leton was apparently also misleading: “The paraders are 
represented crowd bureaucrats, careerists, hooligans 
and informers. One gets the impression that only degener- 
ates demonstrate May Day. This distortion our 
Socialist And for Topencharov’s discussion 
the press, Rabotnichesko Delo said: 


Front actually directing its criticism 
against everything sound and positive the activity our 
Party during the past few years. Our press being ac- 
cused lack frankness, lack principle and narrow- 
mindedness. seems that our press wrong de- 
fending Marxist-Leninist ideology and advancing Party 
policy. Comrade Topencharov, using strong words 
slander our press, does not mention the [guiding] role 
the Party. evident from this article that the lead- 
ing role the Party being neglected. Vesnik Vesnit- 
site annual publication the Union Bulgarian 


also published some detrimental reports 

“The statements have mentioned are expres- 
sion anti-Party and petty bourgeois tendencies which 
have nothing common with the interests the Party 
and the people. They indicate deviation from the correct 
path the Party, undermine Party and State discipline 
and create mistrust our proper cause. These attempts 


The New Party Line 


The literary press has devoted several recent articles 
the fresh, breeze,” but these have been rela- 
tively tepid and orthodox. some respects, the regime 
appears making feeble efforts conciliate the writers. 
Pirinsko Delo (Blagoevgrad), April 22, report 
Party meeting Blagoevgrad, stated that one the speak- 
ers had remarked the “bad impression” made Cher- 
venkov’s December speech the writers: “This speech was 
delivered without the consent the Politburo and Central 
Committee, despite the fact that the Central Committee 
and the Politburo are directly concerned it.” Further- 
more, April 30, Rabotnichesko Delo gave prominent 
space writer Gocho Gochev, the main target Cher- 
wrath the writers’ meeting. editorial en- 
titled, People Creators,” lauded the hero- 
ism the Bulgarian people and reiterated his previous 
remarks about the “rawness” and hardships everyday 
life: are aromatic roses yet our garden. Life 
And must use the open and sincere language 
unadulterated truth tell the people everything. The 
people always have and always will prefer the sincere 
though bitter truth false compliments and lies.” 
Gochev concluded stating that more attention must 
paid the simple facts life, and that fewer high-flown 
phrases and political niceties should used: “Only then, 
when deeds replace the high-flown sentences will the 
people’s initiative flourish; only then will they able 
develop fully creators life and history.” 

recent weeks, Literaturen Front printed several ar- 
ticles the new literary policy. May stated that 
dogmatism and narrow-mindedness should destroyed, 
that “crude” interference literary work should cease, 
that critics should speak openly “thorny problems” and 
that theories “contradicting the spirit Marxist aesthetics 
should revised.” similar article May empha- 
sized that literature should have the people its hero and 
that writers should accorded freedom develop their 
initiative. The newspaper pointed out, however, that al- 
though the writer must allowed develop individually, 
the great writer only “who stands the crest the 
ideas his century and has true knowledge Marxism- 
Leninism.” for the Party, Literaturen Front insisted 


that the new period must ensure its role “as leader and 
organizer the new life.” 
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Meeting 


This story appeared Novy Zivot (Prague), No. 1954. excellent example 


author’s attempt build suspense and portray character while still remaining within 


the stultifying bounds “Socialist realism.’ 


addition, the story gives illuminating 


picture the conditions which have made the resettlement the border lands difficult: 
popular opposition and cross-currents bureaucratic obstruction and intrigue. Further, the 
story deals with one the most striking features the Communist landscape, the 
nable ineffective meeting. The author, Vaclav Rezac, “regime was recently de- 
feated the regime-sponsored candidate for election the “collective leadership” the 


Czechoslovak Writers’ Union. 


SUNNY May pay outside had not yet faded, but in- 
side the lights were on. Two tired bulbs hung from 
dirty ceiling, under dust-covered shades. The light from the 
orange-hot wires the dirty bulbs was hardly strong 
enough turn the thick smoke within their range mouldy 
pink. All three windows were wide open, but the smoke 
remained the room. Only now and again, when some- 
one entered left the room and opened the door, the 
masses smoke would unwillingly move and some 
would escape outside, the front the gray stone inn. 

The hilly countryside quivered the cooling evening 
light. The sun had slipped beyond the horizon; the woods, 
far the West, stood dark, only their tree tops, dented like 
pike’s teeth, were still edged with gold. Inside here, how- 
ever, the room whose walls emanated kind mouldy 
dampness, people were sitting for them time had lost 
its meaning. They had filled the cold, musty room since 
early morning, since the antiquated and asthmatic Praga 
car, gray with dust, had delivered Jiri chairman 
the Kadan District National Committee. 

Many people had gotten together, and mostly those who 
had the least with the whole matter. They had been 
driven curiosity, and probably also their malicious 
satisfaction that, after all, matters had taken the turn every- 
body predicted from the beginning. They were all con- 
vinced even the beginning, the Fall 1946, that the 


crazy outfit, the dairy collective, would fail. And therefore 


have punish comrade Szabo—he has come two and half 
hours late our ten minute meeting.” [Meeting still going 


Dikobraz (Prague), March 31, 1955 
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one two the most curious from villages the whole 
hilly area had made the tiresome trip hear whether their 
predictions had come true. 

The facts, however, were the opposite from what they 
expected. From the first days the collective one had 
considered crazy undertaking, they had thought highly 
it. Many people were angry that they could not 
accepted members and that they were left out, because 
seemed unique opportunity, guaranteed and supported 
the State, without the least risk, and with prospects 
high profit without losses. Why did they found the dairy 
collective, time when one ever thought collec- 
tives? 

About four hundred and fifty beef cattle had been aban- 
doned after the last deportations the communities 
Prisecnice, Poruby, Oudolicek and 
abandoned without feed and without care. The new settlers 
arrived slow pace—and there was increasing num- 
ber untended livestock. The starving and unmilked cows 
were restless the abandoned barns, almost suffocating 
the heaps manure with one around clear away. 
Their lowing could heard from afar; their skin was lac- 
erated from the chains which they were tied their 
stalls. Once while one the other the animals, 
frantic with starvation, thirst and pains from the full ud- 
ders, would tear its ties and rush from the barn. But even 
large the tortured beasts found little relief. The deserted 
villages, the fields and pastures, echoed with the roaring 
the suffering animals. 


Broken 


Most the people the inn Porubi recalled those 
hard times, but their recollections varied. Many among the 
crowd had boldly profited from the difficulties those 
days. put straight—they had fished obscure waters 
and had secured their loot. They smuggled cows across the 
borders, they took beef cattle the butchers the interior, 
they themselves had slaughtered somewhere deep the 
woods one the other cow calf and sold the meat 
high prices. the meeting they were the ones whose 
voices could heard above the others and who declared 
that all had been filthy and that someone should sent 
jail the end his days. 

But there were others those far-off days who without 
much ado simply started work, without asking for re- 
ward for work which one had asked them do. There 
were many, men and women alike, who could raise their 
hands and show that they could make fist but that their 
fingers could never stretch, crippled and bent from all the 
hard work, deformed kind claw—the hands old 
milkers. During those long-forgotten days their fingers had 
bled during the milking, many them had fainted from 
overstrain and slipped from the milking stool. But soon 
the others brought them back life, they continued 
their chores and relieved the tortured animals their bur- 
den. 

There was Vincenc Postava, for instance, his wife, his 
daughters, and his son-in-law Bohous Klinek, that college 
student whom the war had deprived education, who had 
recovered the dead from the ruins Essen and Bochum, 
who later had fought with the Revolutionary Guards, then 
worked for some time the local administration, who had 
given his blood for the right settle the abandoned 
border area his country and who now farmed twelve 
hectares. this family the womenfolk stayed home, but 
Postava and Klinek had come the meeting and taken 
seats close the chairman’s desk order listen well, 
catch every word the chairman Kadan District 
National Committee, who prior the elections had been 
chairman the local administrative commission Po- 
and who had assisted both them, and many others, 
their first steps their new settlement near the border 
Whenever Bagar looked their direction, where 
Postava and his son-in-law were sitting together with Palo 

the farmer from Oudolicko, former farmhand 

the dairy collective, the wrinkles around his tired eyes 
would fold into kind smile and Postava, sitting between 
Varga and Klinek, would motion his neighbors that 
Bagar knew their presence. 

Although pleased Bagar’s attention, would 
look antagonized and puff angrily his pipe. “Believe 
whispered his son-on-law, day will gone. 
Look his sunken and how red they are!” 

the smoke,” said Klinek. “Look yourself. 
Your eyes above that pipe don’t look very clear either!” 

“Leave peace. live the open all year round. 
But that filth from morning till night.” 

“Someone has the job,” Klinek said, part care- 
lessly, and part admiringly. “And it’s good for peo- 
ple like Bagar the job. Look, dad, they are like soldiers, 
and that’s their duty. And can’t helped.” 


the chairman’s table sat, next Bagar, the representa- 
tive the Ministry Agriculture, man between fifty 
and sixty, with grayish-black crew cut over his low fore- 
head. There, the wrinkles his ash colored face, was 
rejection, and his gray eyes behind their sharp lenses 
rimless glasses showed hunger. Bagar’s left sat his 
two deputies, from the District National Committee, Czech 
Socialist Vasa Kroulik, with his blond mop hair, and 
Social Democrat Lubomir Macak, with gray moustache 
under the long nose—head teacher the grammar school. 
They behaved they did not know each other, but once 
while they scribbled notes scraps paper and 
handed them each other underneath the table. 

The meeting started early the morning, and lasted 
far past lunch time, and still did not come close. Bagar 
worked keep within limits, but did not rush. let 
the people speak their heart’s delight, and would stop 
them only when they got lost their excitement. After 
p.m. the ministerial representative began playing ner- 
vously with his pencil, and the two deputies got furious. 
They understood Bagar’s tactics and started write notes 
him. Would not advisable end this embarrassing 
deliberation, which would bring results? Bagar looked 
the notes and nodded agreement, but nothing changed 
the course the meeting. Bagar’s note pad was full 
notes but the only thing Bagar was waiting for, the reason 
permitted the meeting drag endlessly, did not come 
up. 

The main and permanent speaker was Karel Buzek, the 
collective’s accountant. The others now and then interfered 
and interrupted him, and Bagar saw that could not get 
the core. Karel Buzek tried vain read the report 
the activities and results the collective. But far 
had not yet waded across the first half it. After every 
sentence was interrupted and the audience would ex- 
plode wild accusations, were blamed for 
all shortcomings the collective. 

order see better stood under one the aged 
bulbs with the sickly pinkish light falling his excited 
head. His face, appearing through the dense tobacco smoke, 
took disagreeable hue—like mildew covered raw 
veal cutlet. was standing, but his head was hardly above 
the heads the seated audience. His red ears extended 
from his skull. Deprived the last remnants security, 
blinked over his glasses, were scared that all 
sudden someone would get and hit him over the 
head. 

Regardless Bagar’s invitation sit down, stood 
for hours. Buzek pretended not hear, 
knew that taking seat would antagonize the people 
still more. Excitement his voice. sounded 
weak, asthmatic and lamenting, like genuine bigot and 
hypocrite, and that infuriated everybody. 

“Don’t whimper, sexton,” they called, “this not fu- 
neral!” 

“But what else it? The collective dead, and someone 
going inherit it!” 

“Why don’t you spit under your feet,” [Czech saying—it 
helps grow] someone else shouted, “so that least 
can see you. shall lift you up?” 
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“One can’t hear him, nor see remarked some other 
voice, “but one can beat him where robbery con- 

Buzek touched his goggles, where one the supports was 
broken and tied with string, and shifted his glasses 
his nose. 

Bagar clicked his pocket knife his half-empty beer 
glass. His voice, affected the smoke, sounded hoarse. 

“Don’t interrupt Mr. Buzek. Allow him finish reading 
his report, and then you can ask questions. been 
sitting here from early morning, and how far have got? 
must finally come conclusion!” 

“That conclusion should fairly simple,” deep voice 
could heard from the far end the room. conclu- 
sion would close.” 

“Look him, wants shut-down,” high-pitched 
voice came from the opposite corner, through the smoke 
screen. “Do you want lock somebody too? 
But better watch out, someone will shut your big 
mouth!” 

that? Who dares threaten? Did you hear 
that, Comrades? Our wages are overdue for the past three 
weeks, but all they want hit us. What you 
think that, 

People the table where the deep voice was stood 
and began shouting, one top the other. 

“Let’s have him here, that guy! are going settle 
accounts for what the collective owes us!” 

Most them spoke Czech, but Hungarian and Bul- 
garian could heard too. Some the men wore wide- 
brimmed hats with ribbons and small copper brass but- 
tons, sombreros, such long ago could seen movie 
screens, Western cowboy films the early stage 
under the bourgeois republic. They never took 
their hats off, although they had been sitting here from 
the early morning; they somehow considered those hats 
sign their profession. Or, probably, they did not want 
part with them because the period romantic feelings 
would come merciless end, the times when they were 
riding those small horses—left-overs the Russian army 
—and were herding the cattle the dairy cooperative 
those hilly grazing lands, shooting once while from 
Fascist army guns into the blue skies, increase that glo- 
rious feeling and the desire for adventures. 

The noise grew, increased new voices joining the 
hullabaloo. The thick glass almost broke when Bagar 
knocked against with his knife. The representative the 
Ministry Agriculture, the corners his mouth dropping, 
looked this were some new basic fact life. Vasa 
Kroulik tried conceal contemptuous grin. They have 
called the meeting, thought, and look how far they got. 
seemed him the whole meeting would lead no- 
where, and that, golly, would suit him fine. 

Lubomir the head teacher, secretly measured 
with his eyes the distance the open window, how far 
would and whether would able reach safety 
case they started fighting. his opinion was repulsive, 
but, simultaneously, least could see what happened 
once the Communists were charge public affairs. They 
knew how ruin things, but organize peaceful work 


Vaclav Rezac 


Born 1902. His first novel, Sown the Wind 
(1936), dealt with World War was succeeded 
Dead End Street (1939), The Black Light (1940), 
Witness (1942), and The Boundary (1945). These 
were all psychological novels, dealing with the lost 
and distorted; they were thoroughly apolitical. 

During the occupation, Rezac studied English 
could read Hemingway, Dreiser, Steinbeck, Dos 
Passos and Sherwood Anderson the original, but 
was more interested their style than their social 
political attitudes. 1945, Rezac joined the Com- 
munist Party. His next novel, Lineup (1952), was 
thoroughgoing exercise “Socialist realism,” and 
won the author State Prize. The book deals with 


the same subject the story printed here: “good” 
and “bad” characters fighting over the success col- 
lectivized agriculture the border lands. His most 
recent book, The Battle (1955), continues Lineup. 


was beyond their means. 

“Quiet!” Bagar said with his hoarse voice. “Calm down 
and let Mr. Buzek finish. And you, Comrade Korynta, 
you really have something very important say, ask for 
the floor!” 

The room, silenced for moment, began buzzing with 
disagreement. 

“Listen, chairman,” called extremely tall man who, 
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although seated table, gave the impression stand- 
ing.” are just fed with that whimpering sexton. 
Why not put him under glass and let Korynta speak!” 

“Let him speak, sing his tune!” someone called, 
imitating the deep voice. Laughter rose such strength 
that even the immobile layers tobacco smoke began 
moving toward the open windows. Korynta was popular 
among the collective members for his hobby singing and 
playing guitar. was always ready sing—on horseback, 
near the camp fire, during the endless sessions the inns 
all over the countryside between Prisecnice and Medenec. 
His long neck would seem stretch, his blue boyish eyes 
take distant look, the Adam’s apple move under the thin 
skin and his voice would rise full power, depth and ex- 
tent, moving and enthralling his audience. 

1944 Jan Korynta had been expelled from High 
School for poor marks German. Then, during the war, 
was assigned work heavy industry. 1946 
graduated from High School and registered Charles 
University. member the Youth League joined 
brigade work, attracted Bagar, came Kadan and 
from there went the hills help with the cattle and 
with the hay harvest. was not the only one remain 
—he always planned back and never found his re- 
turn path. University studies did not appeal him. 
had registered for art history only because did not know 
what else take. wanted vocal training, but his father, 
plumber employed large Prague enterprise, was op- 
posed that. This good man, infected the one-track 
mind his employer, declared that his son had gone-to the 
University learn cowboy, and that would 
slap him cure him that singing nonsense; he’d end 
the National Theatre messenger who would fetch 
the beer for the singers, and one from the Korynta 
family had ever entered night club except paying 
customer. happened that Korynta remained with the 
cattle the hills, and his father was mad him Prague, 
and they would probably never come understanding. 

“Comrade Korynta has the floor, for objective re- 
mark,” said Bagar, within the turmoil fading laughter. 
But immediately, there came voices from all parts the 
hall. 

has the floor, let him 
finish! Why you interrupt him?” high-pitched voice 
claimed: “Comrades, the Reds try cheat!” And some- 
one else, the whole matter were ball game: “Chair- 
man bum!” 

the dark corners the room, where the light the 
tired bulbs could not reach, commotion started. Some- 
one, his hands folded, made sound like fire siren, others 
whistled the partisan tune, and even the piercing tremolo 
brass whistle could heard. 

Vincenc Postava, with look his companions, said: 
“Who are those gangsters? Shouldn’t something 
about them?” 

“They are not from here,” said Palo Varga. “I’ve never 
seen them before.” 

“Someone must have asked them come, wreck the 
meeting,” said Bohous Klinek. “Someone who scared 
that the truth will known.” 


Vincenc Postava, taking his old pipe from his mouth and 
putting his pocket, pulled his sleeves more sym- 
bolically than actually, and said: “I’m all for preventing 
their plans. This none their business, it’s ours, the 
local people.” 

“Calm down, dad,” said Klinek. “Look Bagar.” 

Bagar sat, motionless, his hands the desk before him, 
his eyés searching the corners where all the noise came 
from. had gone through too many meetings not know 
that the events this room were the organization and tac- 
tics Fascist meeting-wreckers. knew those from pre- 
war times. This the initial attack, thought. But 
premature. Someone got carried away, lacks experience. 
just hope that the employees the collective won’t let 
themselves get provoked. 

tried see what was going the tables where 
Korynta and his pals were seated. saw him leaning 
across the table and gesticulating. Someone over there 
tried get up, but was held back many hands. Bagar 
sighed slightly and glanced Vasa Kroulik. The Czech 
Socialist deputy chairman the District National Com- 
mittee smiled faintly with closed lips. Feeling Bagar’s 
glance, knotted his forehead show that was 
disgusted what was going on. leaned over Bagar 
and said: “Would you please let have the floor for 
brief remark?” 

Bagar nodded and continued watch the meeting 
listlessly. the meantime the noises after reaching cli- 
max were slowly, exhaustedly ebbing. the moment 
when unexpected silence fell, Bagar clicked his knife 
against his glass and said, nothing special had hap- 
pened: “Silence, please! Mr. Kroulik has the floor first, 
then Comrade Korynta, after which Mr. Buzek will finish 
reading his report.” 

Vasa Kroulik immediately got up, some device hid- 
den under his chair had been switched on, but then 
started complicated procedure: straightened the 
wrinkles from his coat, shook his head highly dissatis- 
fied, smoothed his hair, fixed his sulphur-yellow tie with 
blue stripes, and coughed like singer behind the stage. 
And then, soft baritone, began: 

would like, the first place, draw your attention 
the fact that represent not only the Czech Socialist 
party, but, like Mr. Bagar, the District National Commit- 
tee. behalf both these groups appeal the es- 
teemed meeting abstain from inapppropriate 
tions and preserve prudence and dignity befits the 
problem under discussion. further recommend the 
participants this important meeting mutual respect and 
systematic obedience the principles democracy which 
always have been characteristic feature our national 
character. ask you continue, may say so, with par- 
liamentarian noblesse.” 

sat down, carefully pulling his gray flannel 
pants, high-pitched voice shouted: “Long live democ- 
racy!” 

All the time that Vasa Kroulik had the floor, Vincenc 
Postava angrily puffed his pipe, shifting from one cor- 
ner his mouth the other. tried keep calm, but 
did not manage. moved abruptly that the gleam- 
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ing ashes from his pipe went flying around and shouted: 
“Leave democracy peace! Democracy will better off 
without you than with you! Better discuss robbery!” 

answer his appeal, someone from the crowd 
gathered near the door imitated the smooth baritone 
Vasa Kroulik: 

“Brothers and sisters! Persian rugs, ladies’ and gents’ 
fur coats, silver cutlery and antiques you must steal with 
parliamentarian noblesse!” 

There was such roaring laughter that the smoke clouds 
moved and the window panes clattered. Vasa Kroulik fin- 
gered his tie like someone who suddenly feels ridiculous, 
but didn’t know the reason why. blushed and choked. 
started say something, shout, but all uttered 
sounded like goose’s hissing, lost the tide laughter 
and shouting. “What does all that mean?” 

Bagar did not pay any attention him. bit his lip 
and tried create order clicking his empty glass. 
And Lubomir leaned over Kroulik, firmly 
gripped his shoulder and told him: “Please remain 
They try provoke you, ridicule you and 
make you impossible. prepared game.” These 
last words, reaching Vasa Kroulik’s upset conscience, acted 
like dose bromide. The representative the Czech 
Socialist party knew something about prearranged games. 
breathed deeply, held his breath for while and then 
let out whistle. drummed his fingers the 
table. The laughter died, and Kroulik’s face regained its 
normal color. 

“Comrade Korynta has the floor,” said Bagar. The peo- 
ple, exhausted the fun they just had, expectantly looked 
the tall young man who stood the table the right 
the door. While got ready speak, and from sheer 
embarrassment shifted the things the table before him, 
some young voice said: “Tune nicely, Honzo, and sing 
until their ears are full.” 

Korynta coughed, and spoke his melodious voice which 
seemed come from deep down: “It is,” said uncer- 
tainly, “that think that all that good. We, the 
employees mean, want clear. Here, report being 
read and one understands it. This, language, 
throw dust into people’s eyes. Buzek mutters some 
figures, debit, credit. And say, all that has been arranged 
bore and confuse the people. Such reports should 
given the members the management, they should 
take home and through properly. But, our opin- 
ion, someone had the idea read something us, have 
pass it, and then have everybody home, and every- 
thing swell, let say, that was very wrong. And 
therefore ask Comrade Bagar why has permitted it?” 

Some voices could heard, someone whistled 
astonishment, and Lubomir Macak, leaning toward Vasa 
Kroulik, whispered: “Isn’t that surprise? really looks 
like the Reds will sorry and end the meeting.” 

Bagar, clicking his glass, said: fully agree with 
Comrade Korynta. The report too long, too full ac- 
counting details, and does not belong this meeting. 
You ask how could happen that being read here? 
It’s against our agreement. Mr. Buzek was supposed 
read report one two pages which would explain 


the collective economic management with few basic fig- 
ures, and could serve basis for the discussion. you all 
know, Mr. Buzek was late, and this made impossible 
explain the report all you, and the rest you know 
anyhow.” 

Bohous Klinek could not keep quiet: “Someone man- 
aged stage the whole matter.” 

Bagar again clicked his glass and said: “You must 
ask permission speak, even for brief remarks. hope, 
that Comrade Korynta will content with explana- 
tion.” 

Korynta, laboriously trying find the right words, said 
only wanted prove that we, the employees, have 
nothing common with such hooligans. That did 
not steal collective cattle, the hay for their feeding, and 
that therefore need not try manipulate and hide 
things.” 

The strident voice behind the smoke screen, the semi- 
darkness near the wall, exclaimed: “We shall see how 
much remained under your nails!” 

Some the herdsmen with wide-brimmed hats Ko- 
rynta’s table jumped up, tightly gripping the handles 
their thick beer mugs, but Korynta, his arms wide open, 
tried pacify them: “Calm down, boys, that’s exactly 
where they would want get us. And them 
that favor!” 

Turning toward the room, continued his deep 
voice: “There also have been several who kept some- 
thing under their fingernails. But those are gone. And 
probably you, with that high-pitched voice, would want 
know why. tell you, you can spare your vocal 
cords. Probably they were sent away prevent them from 
talking they ever were fix. And what that they 
shouldn’t talk about, Comrades?” 

The high-pitched voice asked: “Whom you call 
Comrades? are decent people here!” 


You’re not Comrade, and you wouldn’t know decency 
even sat your lap!” 
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“Certainly not you, brother, with your inflated faisetto. 
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Again laughter was swelling up, Korynta’s table, and 
other spots, but Korynta subdued with his powerful 
voice: “What that mustn’t told? Nobody must find 
out where those tens and even hundreds good cattle 
disappeared to, who smuggled those cripples unable 
stand the mountain winters, where the hay disappeared 
to, hay harvested for the collective cattle brigades 
such dumbells are, Comrades and I.” 

Bagar again sounded his tinkle and said: really don’t 
know why you call yourself dumbell, Comrade Korynta.” 

The falsetto: “He must know!” 

Again the roaring laughter from the wall next the 
windows, and Korynta’s overriding voice: “Maybe 
not, but someone tried make fools us. Fools us— 
and suckers. And want know who was. And Mr. 
Buzek should have included that his report. But in- 
stead bluffs with his figures, which don’t understand. 
And shouting down the group collective employees who 
could embarrass certain people, there this gang whom 
one has ever seen here the border areas. Why have 
they come? can tell you that, Comrades. They are here 
break this meeting the moment when will be- 
come, despite all precautions, too hot for certain people.” 

Again, two three people used their fingers whistles, 
but they could not quiet Korynta. “We all know this old 
Fascist way, from pre-Munich times, when the police per- 
mitted it. And order counteract their aims, and since 
one could have anything say the matter that 
has not yet been said Comrade Varga and the others, 
suggest the following provisions. the first place, end 
the meeting. expected that would clear what 
actually happened the collective. That’s why was 
called. But someone took good care that nothing would 
happen. And, secondly, we, the employees the coopera- 
tive, appeal the representative the Ministry Agri- 
culture and the representative our district under- 
take legal action against the economic manager and ac- 
countant, Karel Buzek. might tell the investigating 
judge more than told us. Maybe will tell him what 
means when the entry the book says ‘Such and such 
number pieces dead,’ maybe could explain the 
loss weight the cattle, and the disappearance the 
fodder. From Karel Buzek the road leads towards other 
thieves. Ask Karel Buzek, but let the judge ask him.” 

Korynta got more and more upset and his speech ended 
like actor’s address the audience. However, this was 
not acted. was his youthful honesty, supported sincere 
anger and disgust the crime. The group his table ap- 
plauded, joined Vincenc Postava, Palo Varga and 
Bohous Klinek and many others present. But applause was 
mixed with shrill whistling, and shouting. Again the fal- 
setto was heard: “It’s the thief shouting catch the thief!” 

Falsetto: “Ask him who sold that slaughtered heifer 
to!” 

Someone, imitating the deep voice, started sing: 


“Heifers and young bulls 
were his uncles and 


But one laughed, the shouts grew and became incompre- 


hensible. seemed everybody was shouting once. 
one could understand word. Vincenc Postava, moving 
closer his companions Klinek and Varga, said: “It looks 
like fighting. sure that those guys near the wall have 
something mind.” 

“Correct,” said Palo Varga with shining eyes. 

“If anything comes up, let’s stay near Bagar. Someone 
could use the confusion.” 

“You stay with Bohous,” said Varga. “Bagar can his 
share himself. look after the boys.” 

Bagar clicked his knife against the thick glass front 
him. sounded like the village bell ringing the fire 
alarm, but one listened it. 

Another mug, however, drew attention, being the sig- 
nal for faster course events. Being thrown from the 
table the wall toward the windows, from where the high- 
pitched voice had sounded, smashed against the wall near 
Korynta’s and the other employees’ place. The people 
the long table, about fourteen, replied this hostile act 
noises which sounded like those angry beast. The 
lean, broad shouldered Hungarian herdsman Tibor Szilvasi, 
elastic like blown hard ball, was the first jump up, 
but staggered and fell back into the arms Bulgarian 
Ganev who was just about get up. The second glass 
hurled this direction had hit Szilvasi full his left 
shoulder. Held firmly Ganev, Szilvasi curled with 
pain. The others stood around and screamed. was 
strange group men, with wide brimmed hats, with brass 
glittering the hat bands, group men with faces dis- 
torted anger and mouths opened wide scream. Sev- 
eral raised their fists above their heads, others gripped 
chairs and two three picked their beer mugs and 
hurled them across the room from where the first missiles 
had come, like the first shots starting battle. Tibor 
vasi gathered his strength and leaped forward, his back 
bent and his head between his shoulders, were 
pierce wall. Jan Korynta, his fists the table, jumped 
did not intend remain behind. 

“Keep together, comrades, beware knives!” 

They advanced close group, they pushed their way 
between tables and covered themselves with chairs raised 
above their heads shields against the beer mugs which 
kept flying through the air. Those the table who had 
started the fight, had not expected such response. They 
grew scared and panicky. Probably those who sent them 
had told them that causing confusion they could win 
the majority their side. They had been instructed that 
would enough start the hullabaloo, that the rest 
would just amusing show. Their surprise and con- 
fusion were expressed the falsetto: “Brothers, help 
against the aliens!” 

Vincenc Postava felt had been struck. stood 
with his son-in-law next the chairman’s table, ready 
protect Bagar, and almost enviously watched Palo Varga 
who had pushed his way the rioters’ table. The falsetto 
voice cut the thin thread responsibility felt Vincenc 
Postava. pulled his pipe from his mouth with such 

force that one his unstable front teeth started move, 
and shouted: show you foreigners, you dirt!” 

Putting his pipe his inner breast pocket, pulled 
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sleeves, raised his arms above his head and shouted with 
power that would not have been expected from that 
weather beaten humble former farmhand: 
Let’s get them! 
here!” 

down, dad,” Bohous tried tell him, trying 
hold him back. But Postava freed himself, and attempted 
join Varga. 

Bagar, across the table toward Klinek, said: 
get after him, take care that nothing happens him!” 

Klinek Postava; Bagar, with clenched fists, had 
almost envious expression his eyes. His blood was 
boiling—the blood boy from Moravian Slovakia, 
where song and good man’s fight sit close together 
one branch. had the feeling that the chair his left 
was deserted. looked around. Both seats were empty. 
the far end the platform, near the window, could 
see both deputy chairmen the District National Com- 
mittee. Lubomir his knee Kroulik’s shoulder, 
was trying get onto the window sill. Kroulik, watching 
the situation the room, and turning back him, mut- 
tered: “Hurry up, quickly!” soon Macak had 
jumped out into the dark, Kroulik quickly hopped and 
disappeared too. The window remained empty, resem- 
bling picture frame from which the picture had fallen 

The representative the Ministry Agriculture sat 
motionless next Bagar. Once while would touch 
his glasses and set them firm. 

“Wouldn’t advisable call the assistance the 
police?” asked, clear dry voice, looking straight 
front him. 

“It probably would,” replied Bagar without taking his 
eyes off the scene the room. “But the nearest police 
station Klasterec Potocna.” 

Postava’s voice and example was followed most the 
settlers. They got up, pushed the tables make room, 
and followed Postava and Klinek. 

“For such occasions always advisable have police 
assistance ready,” said Bagar’s neighbor, again moving the 
glasses his nose, like professor. 

“People’s democracy, and police assistance,’ 
“are mind not too well matched.” 

His neighbor said, with little cough: “Forgive me. Cer- 
tainly. But it. would good jail that guy Buzek. 
would make favorable impression.” 

good impression—as the reason send someone 
jail? thought Bagar himself. How did this puppet ever 
get into the Ministry, ministry under our administration, 
and how can they ever send him out, meet people? 
Party member, course. Perhaps one those who rushed 
join 1945. doesn’t mind the Party, helps him. 
I’m probably wrong, but don’t like his looks. 

The noises and confusion the room kept increasing. 
However, seemed that real battle, and real danger 
human life, had been averted. almost looked like quick 
finish, devastating defeat the peace violators. They 
already were surrounded firm wall human bodies 
and had little hope escape. 

soon the beer mugs had started flying across the 


Let’s show them who the master 


said Bagar, 
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“Criticize freely, comrades, 


leaving anyway.” 


Szpilki (Warsaw), January 1956 


air, Karel Buzek sat down and drew his head between his 
shoulders. was not too scared the fight. But 
obtrusively possible into the dark which now covered 
the countryside. For moment considered sliding the 
floor and crawling under the tables reach the exit. But 
when saw that attention was paid him, decided 
something else. drew the next chair closer, changed 
and then transferred from one chair the next down 
the row. All the time kept peering around because, after 
all, near the windows some the more cautious had re- 
mained their seats, not intending expose themselves, 
and above the chairman’s table one could see Bagar’s gray- 
ing head and the shining glasses the representative 
the Ministry Agriculture. 

“Mr. Buzek tries disappear from the scene,” 
man with the glasses. 

Bagar nodded see it.” 

“If you let him you are unlikely find him tomorrow 
his address.” 

Bagar shrugged slightly. “He won’t far. know 
more about him than thinks.” There were only three 
chairs between Buzek and the end the long row ta- 
bles. thought his motorcycle which had parked 
the barn behind the inn. soon reached the cor- 
ridor, would leave the back door and straight 
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the barn. would push his motorcycle along the path 
and start only the main road. There was but one 
chair left between him and the door—the best thing would 
just get and take two steps the door. There, 
leaning against the frame the door, were two men, 
bareheaded, rain coats. Buzek did not know them 
and did not pay any attention them. looked to- 
ward the former police officer Janouch, now national ad- 
ministrator farm, who sat all himself next 
one the windows. Their eyes met, winked with 
understanding and nodded slightly toward the door. Ja- 
nouch did not reply, even the slightest motion, nor 
smile, but stared were oracle. All sud- 
den Buzek felt fear and uncertainty. Those guys plot some- 
thing for the last moment, thought, but through all the 
other images before his eyes saw his motorcycle the 
dark, and felt secure. Then you try find me... 

From the table the rear, where the uproar had started, 
and which now was surrounded the dense mass 
moving bodies, the screaming the falsetto could sud- 
denly heard: “Police! Help! Patrol!” 

Bagar, looking the representative the Ministry 
smiled. Now one could see who needed the 
police’s assistance. But the man’s face behind the glasses 
remained unmoved. 

Buzek got up. Now was longer necessary shift 
from one chair the next, there were but three steps the 
door, and the situation could change any moment and 
stop his escape. moved and tried slip between the 
two men the door. They stood solidly and did not move 
let him pass. “Excuse me,” said, but instead 
answer felt their firm grip his shoulders. They forced 
him step the opposite direction, and before could 
catch his breath they dragged him across the empty cor- 
ridor toward the front door. they had expected resist- 
ance protest, they were wrong. their firm grip was 
soft rag doll. They thought for moment that prob- 
ably someone had betrayed the plot. But they soon found 
out that this assumption was wrong. 

Karel Budzek was deadly scared. had not expected 
arrested here right away. had never seen State 
police officer around, and now, all sudden, 
Who would ever have suspected that they would call the 
police? was the more surprised since his mind this 
action was somehow connected with Bagar, but never 
occurred him that someone else had arranged it. Al- 
though considered Bagar his enemy, still admitted 
that was model decency and honesty. But Rosmus 
was right after all, when claimed that the Bolshies sim- 
ply pretend decency, but cannot keep for long time. 
This sudden unexpected arrest proved that Rosmus was 
right. Karel Buzek thought that was really lousy deal. 
And apart from the fear his anger grew with every step, 
anger against the agents who were dragging him along, 
against Bagar, who, felt, had suggested his arrest, against 
Rosmus who had sent him here without arranging for his 
protection, against Janouch who had sat next the door, 
must have seen the agents and did not warn him—although, 
being former policeman must have known who they 
were, 
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Buzek was close the truth about Janouch, closer than 
thought. The former policeman, aside from knowing 
them, even knew who had sent them. Both had been with 
the police before Munich. Their field was the labor move- 
ment and strikes, and the Gestapo used them 
formed collaborators. After the May events 1945 
disappeared for some time into prison but were never 
sentenced, and they reappeared after 1946, employees 
the Ministry Justice which intended build its own 
police, least for certain type case which should 
kept from the eyes and hands National Security. Ja- 
nouch got and stood the open window. Buzek will 
have disappeared without trace when the riot the 
room calms down, thought. works just fine. they 
want to, let them continue their meeting until the next 
morning, but nothing serious will happen. 

Bagar had kept eye what happened the door, 
well Janouch’s behavior. One could see far better 
now. Great commotion many human bodies moved 
the dense clouds smoke toward the windows and the 
door. Bagar gave clicking his knife against the glass. 
was vain anyhow. stepped down from the plat- 
form and pushed his way between vacant tables and over- 
turned chairs, toward the door. The flagstone-paved cor- 
ridor was empty. The bulb over the entrance, far stronger 
than the lamentable sources light inside the house, was 
shining the front porch. Bagar stopped the shallow 
steps and looked around. Several automobiles and trucks 
were parked front the building. The two men the 
belted rain coats were dragging Karel Buzek toward six- 
cylinder black Mercedes. Apart from those three, one 
was around. 

Karel Buzek meekly let himself dragged. was not 
his first experience with the firm grip the police. had 
wolf’s characteristics: anger and fear sharpened his mind 
and incited all the power needed the very moment. 
Neither the two affected Bagar, who could tell exactly 
what happened the moment when one the agents 
opened the door the car. Bagar heard angry scream, 
and then Karel Buzek shot by, head between shoulders, 
turned quickly the left when saw Bagar, and increased 
his speed, like hare who just escaped the shot fired 
him. 

“Catch him!” shouted one the agents, but Bagar did 
not think lifting his arm. was far more interested 
finding out who had sent the two fellows, where they 
had come from, and who wanted arrest Buzek before 
the District National Committee requested it, the Min- 
istry Agriculture. Coming near saw that one the two 
policemen tried get his feet and start running after 
Buzek. had been kicked hard the ankle. The other, 
leaning against the car, hid his face his palms, blood 
dripping between his fingers. looked bad, but proved 
less serious. Buzek had hit him the nose and mouth, 
broken one front tooth and partly knocked him unconscious. 
When Bagar came close, the one kicked the ankle lifted 
his face. Bagar saw narrow black moustache after the 
fashion American movie stars. His mouth was distorted, 
moaned and turned furiously Bagar: “Why didn’t 
you catch him? Didn’t you see how attacked us?” 


“Oh boring speaker! count the minutes 


Like criminal awaiting his last torture.” 


Bagar, suppressing smile, asked: “Who are you, after 
all?” 

The other man, his hair ruffled above his bruised face, 
wiped the blood from his mouth and—due the miss- 
ing tooth—lisped: see who are!” 

“No doubt,” said Bagar. “Because let see your 
identification cards else have wait until the 
National Security men arrive.” 

All suddden, from behind the black car, the two 
lost deputy chairmen the District National Committee 
emerged from the darkness. the same moment the 
former policeman left the inn and approached his car, 
parked behind the trucks. The noise from the open win- 
dows the inn seemed indicate that the fight had 
turned into tremendous fun. The men’s laughter was ex- 
tremely loud. 

Both deputy chairmen turned their heads toward the 
inn; Kroulik shook his head. breathed deeply and then 
said, smoothly, amending some social lapse: know 
both gentlemen, Mr. Chairman. They are employees 
the Ministry Justice.” 

“Pleased meet you,” said Bagar. “However, that 
explanation for dragging manager Buzek from the meet- 
ing and trying kidnap him your car.” 

“We had orders bring that individual before the in- 
vestigating judge,” deciared the man with the moustache 
haughtily himself were statue Justice. 

Bagar nodded: “Gosh, that would never have entered 
mind. Two matters however must still cleared up: 
who authorized you, and, secondly, since when are em- 
ployees the Ministry Justice acting the role or- 
gans National Security?” 

Vasa Kroulik cleared his throat, holding his hand 
front his mouth, and said, sucking sweet plum: 
“As far have been told, there agreement between 


nel, for other reasons. Whenever the danger delay 
comes up, the Ministry Justice will step with its own 
personnel.” 

“That’s really strange,” said Bagar with faint shadow 
ridicule, but then went severely: “You know that 
there such agreement. But can well imagine that 
the Ministry would try build its own police 
and certain cases try precede the intervention Na- 
tional Security. However, this outside our own field.” 

“Mr. Chairman!” Vasa Kroulik exclaimed angrily and 
Lubomir Macak chimed in: “Comrade Bagar, seerns 
that you enter dangerous grounds unsupported as- 
sumption!” 

Bagar grinned and shook his head, pointing the two 
figures their raincoats. “Take these two guys for stiff 
drink, and they will tell you time who right, 
whether Mr. Kroulik And you,” said, turning 
the man with the bruised face, “better wash your face and 
put cold compress your neck and lie down. Then the 
bleeding will stop. over there, the far end corner 
the house, there well.” 

Somewhere the background the explosion starting 
motorcycle could heard. the right, from behind the 
parked trucks automobile came down the road and 
moved with dimmed lights. 

The man with the bruised face walked with unsteady 
steps toward the spot indicated Bagar. Vasa Kroulik 
came his assistance and supported him. The other tried 
follow, but with curse opened the door the car and 
sat down the front seat, his foot dangling the ground. 
“That exclaimed with some difficulty, “he 
ankle!” Now, with noise, 


smashed from the inn, 


Szpilki (Warsaw), November 27, 1955 
the Ministry the Interior and the Ministry Justice 
such cooperation. The organs National Security can- 
not always cope with all their tasks, being short person- 
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screaming, shouting and laughter, group people 
emerged, others followed. was mass, hardly distinguish- 
able from afar, but one could see that one group, with great 
amusement, dragged others who did not want come, and 
who tried resist, tear away, pretend being heavy, 
and dragged the ground order escape disagree- 
able fate. 

One could still hear, above the others, the falsetto voice: 
“Help! Police! Murder!” And then, reply, the calm, 
good natured voice Vincenc Postava: “Stop making 
such fuss. bit cold water has never killed anybody. 
Your hot head needs some cooling. Your soul black and 
are going scrub clean, your intestines are dry, let’s 
rinse them!” 

All that was accompanied much laughter, and some- 
one started singing: 

“Water, cool, cool 


but one knew how continue, and the tune faded. 

Lubomir Macak, standing next Bagar, was very upset: 
“What they intend those people?” 

“It seems that they intend bathe them the trough 
and then let them go. What else could they with them?” 

“That’s shame!” exclaimed Macak, his voice breaking. 
should done about it.” 

“Why not?” replied Bagar, with amusement his voice. 
“Try talk them.” 

“Not me!” said Macak, disdainfully. “They are mostly 
your people!” 

“If you mean that, that they are mostly Communists, 
would doubt it,” said Bagar. “But you think that most 
them trust the Communist Party, agree.” And, with 
great determination, added: won’t talk anybody. 
feel sorry for handful hoodlums who have come 
here the border area with nothing but the intention 
riot and fight, they get wet and cold. least they will 
think over the next time before they come.” 

the right the inn, the path toward the yard, the 
barns and sheds, ice-cold stream sprang from well, 
through green pipe, into trough chiselled from gigan- 
tic oak. The trough was more than two yards length 
and half yard deep. the course the years had 
served water many cattle and horses, had turned 
almost black, and was covered with sleek smooth spread 
algae. 

“Drink, son, drink slowly 


Jan Korynta tuned and the choir male voices 
joined. One group was singing, others were objecting and 
cursing. The choir, however, and its basso-leader did not 
pay attention and continued their singing well their 
penal procedure. The first get dipped was the falsetto 
who proved redhead mad hell, thin but tough, 


that four herdsmen had hold his head under the wa- 
ter until big bubbles came the surface. Then Korynta 
ordered: “Stop” and they released him and kicked him 
away. wanted scare them, falling flat his back 
the ground and pretending very sick. “Keep calm, 
comrades,” said Palo Varga, revive him!” 

But the little man did not wait for first aid administered 
the tall Slovak. jumped and hid behind truck. 
Fifteen people were dunked and when was found out 
that all them who had come truck had been “wa- 
including the driver, the victors’ war council decided 
give them honor guard consisting employees the 
cooperative and members National Security. Jan Ko- 
rynta was act driver the truck. But before 
started, showed Bagar and the two unwilling deputy 
chairmen the loot taken from the intruders’ pockets. One 
could see that these people were their own way reliable, 
ready take their task seriously and decent job. Thus, 
the blanket taken from the truck, there was display 
whips, boxing rings, pellets sewn into eelskin, butchers’ 
knives, rubber truncheons with lead filling, steel rods with 
steel balls one end, and two Colt revolvers, probably 
smuggled via Plzen Cheb. 

knew from the start that the meeting would not get 
anywhere,” said Vasa Kroulik with obvious satisfac- 
tion, when started his car leave. 

“You cannot take the Communists admitted 
Lubomir Macak. “And their enterprises still less. They 
are exactly they used before the war. They have 
not learned thing. Only their self-assurance has increased 
because the favorable conditions. must hope that 
our people, brought the Masaryk tradition, will find 
that out.” 

Postava, Klinek and Vagar joined Bagar. the show 
over,” said Postava, somewhat sadly. “And apart from 
the fun the end not much has been achieved.” 

“There were people who saw that nothing could 
achieved,” said Klinek. 

“We have learned something, anyhow,” said Bagar, and 
when saw their expectant looks, added: “It has con- 
firmed that the gangsterism the collective was wide- 
spread and well organized. Secondly, learned that even 
the National Front there another party with its own 
fighting 

“But have not learned who stands behind that, 
and never know,” said Vincenc Postava, pipe hand. 

“We still have Karel Buzek,” replied Bagar. “And 
can see how important is, since they intended steal 
him from underneath our noses. slipped from their 
grip, but won’t get far away from us. Take your seats, 
Comrades, give you lift. Tonight still intend look 
into Potocna.” 
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“Hundreds smokestacks the Silesian coal basin belch black clouds over the entire horizon.” 


Poland No. 1955 


Coal Survey 


The first series articles the develop- 


ment heavy industry the captive countries. 


OFTEN comes hard for the people the Soviet 
orbit. Planners may plan, but nature takes its own 
course. Last February the blizzard that fell upon Europe 
brought loud alarms Warsaw, Prague and Budapest. 
Radio Prague appealed all the workers for help over- 
coming shortage fuel and power. Miners Poland 
went 11-hour shifts order combat “serious 
deficiency amounting 655,000 tons.” The situation grew 
critical that the night February the Warsaw 
power plant had “practically nothing” with which fire 
the boilers, and the people were forbidden use electric 
heaters. Hungary few days later the Ministry Coal 
Mining ordered the miners out Sunday; the shock 
the coal shortage was felt all over the Hungarian economy. 
The regime was forced reduce production the build- 


textile industries; the railroads were 


unable fulfill their obligations; and “more than 8,000 


ing material and 


tons rolled were left waiting the Borsod 
mills. (Radio Budapest, February 27. 

Coal vital the captive economies that 
longed shortage would paralyze them. Not only coal 
the chief fuel for trains and factories, but also the 
1950 hard coal and lig- 
nite supplied more than percent the total industrial 
energy Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, Hungary and 
the form coke operates blast furnaces for smelting 
iron ore. Its by-products—light oils, coal tar, and the im- 


prime source electric power. 


portant coal tar derivatives—are raw materials for num- 
ber industries including synthetic fuels, explosives and 
other chemicals. The whole structure the ambitious eco- 
nomic plans rests perilously upon this black mineral. 
Though the regimes have managed raise the output 
coal and lignite far beyond prewar levels, the periodic 
crises fuel supplies show that their success has been only 
relative. Demand for coal, especially hard coal industrial 
quality, continually threatens outstrip the supply. 
1937 the production hard coal and lignite the area 
bounded the present frontiers Poland, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria was about 120 million 
metric tons. 1955 had risen, according regime re- 
ports, over 200 million tons. These totals indicate only 
World Energy Supplies Selected Years, 1929-1950, 
Statistical Papers, Series No. New York, 1951, pp. 50-51. 
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Czechoslovakia 


Hard Other Hard Other 
Year Coal Coal Coal Coal 
1937 66,000 16,673 8,000 
1938 69,393 n.a. 15,836 16,027 
76,343 21,071 22,440 
83,972 22,770 24,129 
n.a. 
1944 87,398 23,239 26,848 
27,366 11,425 15,414 
1,454 14,130 19,512 
59,130 1,766 16,216 22,362 
1948 70,262 5,063 17,746 23,591 
1949 74,081 4,600 17,003 26,526 
1950 18,456 27,530 
81,992 4,900 18,400 28,920 
84,437 5,100 20,300 31,810 
91,250 5,908 21,500 36,900 
1955 94,500 6,045 


22,100 40,700 


Postwar boundaries. 
Provisional estimate. 

Sources: Polish hard coal production 1937 from Polish In- 
formation Bureau, Wirtschaftsdienst, East Berlin, July 1952; 1938- 
1954 from Victor Winston, cit. n.5, 52-53; 1955 from 
Nowe Drogi (Warsaw), January 1956. Polish brown coal produc- 
tion 1946-1948 from United Nations, Statistical Yearbook 1955; 


Table Coal Production, 1937-1955 (Thousands Metric Tons) 


Hungary Romania Bulgaria 
Hard Other Hard Other All 
Coal Coal Coal Coal Coal 

917 8,055 303 1,880 1,853 
1,042 8,306 299 2,097 2,088 
9,407 286 2,179 2,298 
1,207 10,161 297 2,385 2,765 
1,301 10,955 264 2,194 2,997 
1,250 11,234 285 2,367 3,667 
i,373 10,789 306 2,604 4,015 

202 2,069 3,015 

711 3,574 211 1,820 3,563 

722 5,631 167 1,784 3,513 
1,060 7,749 163 2,105 4,170 
1,238 9,377 200 2,200 4,100 
1,380 10,400 230 2,700 4,100 
11,800 2,900 5,600 
13,600 3,500 6,100 
16,900 3,900 7,410 
2,100? 19,200 4,100 8,417 
20,000 4002 4,100 9,006 

6,200 


10,357 


1949-1955 from Nowe Drogi, January 1956. Figures for Czecho- 
slovakia, Hungary and Romania for years before 1955 from United 
Nations, Statistical Yearbook 1955; figures for those countries 
1955 from plan fulfillment reports Statisticky Obzor (Prague), 
No. 1956, Szabad Nep (Budapest), January 22, 1956, Scinteta 
(Bucharest), December 24, 1955. Figures for Bulgaria for years 
1937-1948, 1950 and 1951 from United Nations, op. cit.; for other 
years from plan fulfillment reports. 


the general magnitude the effort, since they include coal 
all types and grades. Taking hard coal alone, produc- 
tion has risen percent—from about million tons 
1937 119 million tons 1955. the other hand, the 
inferior brown coals and lignites have expanded 120 per- 
cent, from million tons 1937 million 1955. 

The orbit’s primary coal area the Upper Silesian 
basin, shared Poland and Czechoslovakia. More than 
percent the hard coal reserves are situated there, and 
its prewar production surpassed that the Donets basin 
the Ukraine. Another hard coal center Lower 
Silesia, extending from Poland into northern Bohemia. 
Smaller hard coal fields exist Czechoslovakia (Kladno, 
Pizen, Trutnov and Posice), Hungary (chiefly around 
Pecs), Romania and Bulgaria. But Poland and Czecho- 
slovakia have least percent the known and prob- 
able deposits hard coal. 


Supply and Demand 


THE WAR most Europe’s coal resources fell 
into the hands the Germans, who exploited them with 
ruthless efficiency. The production hard coal Silesia 
reached level 1943 which the Communists were not 
able attain until ten years after the war. After 1943 
declined the end hostilities approached, reaching 
low 1945 and 1946. the reconstruction plans got 
under way the orbit’s overall output began rise again; 


production hard coal reached the prewar level 1948, 
and that lignite even sooner, 1946. 

1949 Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria began their First 
Five Year Plans, followed 1950 Hungary with its 
Five Year Plan and Poland with Six Year Plan. Albania 
and Romania began their Five Year Plans 1951. The 
object all these plans was raise industrial production 
amounts varying from percent Czechoslovakia 
150 percent Poland, with particular emphasis heavy 
industry. The targets for coal were very ambitious: Po- 
land’s output bituminous coal was rise percent, 
reaching level 100 million tons 1955; Czecho- 
slovakia’s was reach 20.8 million tons 1953, in- 
crease percent. Thus the total Silesian output was 
considerably excess what the Germans had achieved 
when they operated the mines under martial law. Simul- 
taneously the production brown coal and lignite was 
slovakia. The other regimes had similar goals: Hungary 
the general output coal was increase percent, 
Bulgaria percent and Romania 193 per- 
cent. (See Table 2). 

Most the regimes have not been able reach their 
coal targets, even the fairly crude measure gross ton- 
nage produced. The most serious was Romania, 
where the industry missed its target close percent. 
But both Poland and Czechoslovakia, the chief coal pro- 
ducers, also failed fulfill their plans. make matters 
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worse, some countries the rising output figures have 
been accompanied decline the average calorific value 
the coal. Hungary, for example, the supply inferior 
quality lignite quadrupled between 1947 and 1952, while 
that good quality lignite did not even double. Taking all 
grades coal and lignite together, the average calorific 
value 1952 was only 90.9 percent what had been 
that household consumers refuse buy and even the 
higher grade industrial coal often full impurities 
such earth, stones and ash that users protest 

For the public, which consumes coal fuel and the 
form electric power, Communist planning has frequently 
meant deprivation. Since the plans give priority heavy 
industry, and since industry turn has priority the 
higher grades coal, private consumers are likely left 
with inadequate remainder. Czechoslovakia and 
Bulgaria the regimes have adopted policy substituting 
inferior coal for bituminous many areas possible. 
Hungary the press full complaints about inadequate 
coal supplies for homes, offices and public lighting. 


Poland 


THE REGION’s chief supplier bituminous coal, Po- 
land’s performance coming years will crucial for the 
whole Satellite economy. Poland has always been coal 
exporter. Between the two wars its exports bituminous 
coal averaged around third its total output, the bulk 
going the Scandinavian countries and Western Europe. 
Since the Communists took power Polish exports have 
continued the same level, but the Soviet bloc now the 
chief recipient. 1950 third the exports went the 
USSR and more than fourth the Satellite 


1937 1950 
Western Europe 32.7 10.7 
Other European countries .......... 15.6 4.9 
Africa and Latin 5.5 1.0 


total exports the Soviet bloc 1950, about fifth 
went the Soviet Zone Germany. Czechoslovakia, 


Statisztikai Tajekoztato (Budapest), Dec. 1953. 


Trud (Sofia), July 27, 1955, reported that the streets 
and squares Russe there are piles approximately 10,000 tons 
poor quality coal, which the people refuse buy.” 


Rudnichar (Sofia), May 26, 1955; Rabotnichesko 
(Sofia), Dec. 1955. 


Percentages from Victor Winston, “The Polish Bituminous 
Coal-Mining Industry,” The American Slavic and East European 
Review, New York, 1956, No. 56. Satellite area includes 
Zone Germany 1950, Danzig and Baltic States 

1937. 


Delo 


Karvina 
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Czechoslovak Life (Prague), February 1955 


straining under its Five Year Plan, received 


Millions tons Percent 


Soviet Zone Germany............ 3.0 


analysis 
1954 those 
total coal 


Figures for more recent years not allow 
Poland’s exports the 
countries absorbed 


Soviet bloc, but 
more than percent 
exports.’ 

Poland has been pressed between the demands its ex- 
port trade and the demands its own growing industry. 
Between 1949 and 1954 domestic consumption rose from 
million tons million, while bituminous coal output 
rose from million tons million. The difference 
between the increase consumption and the increase 
output covered slight decrease exports, from 
million tons million (rounded figures The 
regime’s economic planners evidently regard high level 


Quantitative figures derived from United Nations, Quarterly 
Bulletin Coal Statistics, Sept. 1954, with the aid the fore- 
going table. 

Winston, loc. cit. 


exports virtually unalterable, and they have tried 
cover the growing domestic demand raising output 
rapidly possible. 

Because its vast resources bituminous coal, brown 
coal relatively small importance Poland. However, 
the regime has tried expand production the more ac- 
cessible brown coal deposits order relieve the strain 
bituminous supplies. Nearly all the brown coal comes 
from surface mines the Western Provinces, especially 
from Turow. has low calorific value and high mois- 
ture content, but used the electric power, glass and 
ceramic industries and domestic fuel. The Six Year 
Plan target 8.4 million tons was only percent fulfilled, 
mainly because delay opening new 


Czechoslovakia 


OTHER BIG producer hard coal, Czechoslovakia, 
has not borne the load Communist planning well 
Poland. Before the war Czechoslovakia produced more 
than enough bituminous coal for domestic consumption 
and even exported some the form high-quality coke 
Austria, Hungary and Poland. But the Communists have 
raised the industrial demand for bituminous coal faster 
than the ability the mines supply it: 1952 the out- 
put bituminous coal was percent greater than 1937, 
while industrial demand had risen 112 percent. (Rude 
Pravo Feb. 1953.) The First Five Year Plan 
(1949-1953) set the target for 1953 20.8 million tons (as 
compared with 16.7 1937 and 24.6 1943 under Ger- 
man occupation). The target was later upped 24.8. 
Neither these targets was reached, though the actual out- 
put 1953, 20.3 million tons, was close what had origi- 
nally been planned. order close the gap between pro- 
duction and consumption drastic measures had taken. 
Imports bituminous coal from Poland were increased 
(Rude Pravo, Jan. 23, 1954) some medium and small in- 
dustries had curtail their operations; and the use bitu- 
minous coal households was reduced. the fourth 
quarter 1952 the city Prague received only percent 
its coal quota (Rude Pravo, Feb. 1953). During 1954 
the production bituminous coal increased percent, 
and 1955 went 22.1 million tons, but the position 
was still difficult. 

October 1955, First Deputy Premier Dolansky 
referred the coal situation “tenuous.” admitted 
that “the tempo growth the output coal the 
years the First Five Year Plan did not correspond the 
rate growth the other branches the national econ- 
(Rude Pravo, Oct. 1955.) The nub the 
difficulty, according one writer, lies the demand 
the metallurgical industry for coke—not only Czechoslov- 
vakia’s industry but that “of the majority the other 
European people’s democratic During the 
Five Year Plan, writes, “the increase the mining 
hard coal was primarily intended for covering the increased 


Gospodarka Planowa (Warsaw), Dec. 1955. 


need for coke. some periods this increased need 
was even higher than the total increase output. 
result, became necessary substitute brown coal for hard 

The production “brown” coal and lignite far exceeds 
the output bituminous. The original Five Year Plan target 
was 32.2 million tons, about percent above the wartime 
high 27.6 million tons. Subsequently the target was 
raised 38.3 million tons. The achieved upon 1953 
was 32.8 million tons and 1955 was 40.7. The rel- 
atively greater success brown coal mining was attributed 
the above-quoted writer the fact that, while “hard 
coal mined deep mines, the mining brown coal 
oriented more and more towards surface mining, character- 
deep mine takes considerably longer than the opening 
new surface mine and requires far greater amount 
human labor, investment, materials and total expense 
general.” 

The substitution brown coal for the precious bitumi- 
nous has been pushed wherever technical requirements 
permit, and especially among household consumers and 
the railroads. 1950, percent household consump- 
tion consisted bituminous coal, while 1955 the pro- 
portion was expected fall 8.5 percent. The share 
bituminous coal the railroad fuel supply fell from 
percent 1950 expected percent 1955. Thermo- 
electric power stations Slovakia, which formerly burned 
bituminous coal dust, were diluting their fuel with per- 
cent brown coal dust. plant Kladno has managed 
use percent brown coal the production 

This substitution fuel has led higher costs distri- 
bution. According the same writer, “brown coal from 
the northern Czech mines Most and Sokolov distrib- 
uted continuously greater extent the former deliv- 
ery sphere Ostrava hard coal, Moravia and Slovakia. 
Thus, understandably, the pressure our railroad transpor- 
tation increases, the circulation freight cars prolonged 
and the consumption fuel and the total cost for the trans- 
portation coal also increases. This practice, however, 
indispensable the present time and will remain 
until the lag hard coal overcome and catches 
with the development other branches the national 
economy and until sufficient fuel and power basis for the 
rapidly developing industry Slovakia built up.” 


Hungary 


SQUEEZE has been hardest Hungary, where coal 
output has not responded the high hopes the planners. 
The First Five Year Plan called original version 
coal output 18.5 million tons Later, 1951, 
the Plan targets were generally raised: for all industry 


10. Karel Matous, “Need for Better Organization Substitution 
Fuel,” Planovane Hospodarstvi (Prague), No. 12, Dec. 20, 1954. 
11. Ibid. 
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more than third; for heavy industry nearly 100 per- 
cent; and for coal mining almost percent. The re- 
vised plan proved impossible fulfillment. early 
January 1952 Erno Gero, the economic dictator, called 
attention the serious problem coal supplies. have 
just received letter from Comrade Bebrits [Minister 
Transportation], which complains that the quality 
coal has deteriorated and that this poor-quality coal ruins 
the engines. supported his statements with detailed 
statistical tables and Later the year Gero 
referred again the coal problem, and emphasized the 
importance coal the success the 

“The stepped-up development basic industrial pro- 
duction—at faster pace than heretofore—is the decisive 
and basic issue. 1953 our industry producing basic 
materials must expanded extent exceeding the 
extent development general. This applies the first 
place coal mining. Within one single year our coal 
output must increased 4.6 million tons. This increase 
amounts percent the total prewar output. 


The increase was not forthcoming. 1953 total pro- 
duction went only 2.5 million tons instead the 
4.6 million demanded Gero. the middle the year 
the regime its Plan once more, cutting back the 
target for industrial production percent and the 
target for coal percent. The revision was accomp- 
anied the political and tactical maneuvering the New 
Course, designed rescue the country from the economic 
consequences overambitious planning. But even the new 
coal target 22.6 million tons proved impossible attain- 
ment, and the lag production threatened the whole 
industrial program. the winter 1953-1954 industrial 
production was almost billion forint short plan, 
situation blamed Gero “the inadequate coal and 
electric power supply.” (Szabad Nep, August 1954.) 
Minister Heavy Industry Hidas admitted the Party 
Congress May, 1954, that “heavy industry unable 
supply sufficient quantity good-quality coal and 
sufficient electric power meet the domestic demand. 
Coal mining one the most backward branches our 
industry.” (Szabad Nep, May 27, 1954.) 

While the mines managed produce 22.1 million tons 
1954, quantity close the revised target set 1953 and 
considerably excess the original target 18.5 million 
tons, this was offset continued decline the quality 
the coal. The major part the percent increase 
since 1949 had been lignite, especially poor quality 
lignite. The United Nations, translating the gross output 
figures into hard-coal equivalents, estimated the increase 
calorific value have been only Because 


12. meeting the Party Central Committee, reported 
Szabad Nep, (Budapest), Jan 13, 1952. 

13. Address the Party Central Committee Nov. 29, 1952, 
reported Szabad Nep the following day. 


14. Economic Bulletin for Europe, Aug. 1955, 95. Gross out- 
for 1949 was given 11.8 tons, for 1954 22.0 mil- 
tons. basis 6,000 calories per kilogram, the 
estimated the gross figures equivalent 7.8 million tons 
hard coal 1949 and 12.4 million tons 1954. The conversion 
factors were taken from Hungarian source, Statisztikai Szemle 
(Budapest), No. 12, 1954, 995. 
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Hard Coal 
Other Coal 


Hungary 


All Coal 


Hard Coal 78.3 100.0 
Other Coal 8. 


Romania® 


All Coal 


Darjaven Vestnik (Sofia), April 24, 1947; Izg 
(Sofia), Feb. 11, 1949: Otechestven Front (Sofia), Dec. 
1948; Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia), April 30, 1953. 

Ladislav Stepan, The Coal Industry Czechoslovakia, 
New York, Mid-European Studies Center, 1954, pp. 8-9. 
Initial plan targets parentheses. 

Schweng, Economic Planning Hungary Since 
1938, New York, Mid-European Studies Center, 1951; 
United Nations, Economic Bulletin for Europe, Geneva 
August 1955. Initial and final plan targets parentheses. 

Victor Winston, cit., 54; Nowe Drogi (War- 
saw), Jan. 1956. 

Scinteia (Bucharest), Dec. 24, 1955. 


the scarcity good coking coal, Hungary was forced 
import more than percent its coke 1955 (Szabad 
Nep, July 31, 1955 


Bulgaria 


BULGARIA the regime has encountered the same problem 
getting enough good-quality coal for its industrial pur- 
poses. During the First Five Year Plan, scheduled run 
from 1949 until 1953, coal output was reach 6.55 mil- 
lion tons. Early 1953 the regime announced that the 
Plan had been fulfilled four years instead five, and 
that coal output had exceeded its target, reaching 340 per- 
cent the 1939 level, about 7.4 million tons. But later 
the year Minister Heavy Industry Pano Tsolov 
warned that “our coal industry lagging behind the ever- 
growing economic needs. number mining enterprises 
and research projects have not fulfilled their production 
plans. The nonfulfillment the plans caused heavy 
losses the consumers and hindered their work. There 
are enterprises which have had reduce their capacity 


because poor quality coal insufficient supply 


coal.” (Radio Sofia, August 29, 1953.) 

April the following year the Council Ministers 
and the Party’s Central Committee issued decree the 
development the coal industry, which showed great 
concern over the industry’s failure supply the developing 
economy with sufficient coal. Its directives will discussed 
below. The decree stated that the end the Second 
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Five Year Plan 1957, coal production must percent 
above the level 1952. The output lignite was rise 
168 percent, brown coal percent, bituminous 
152 percent and anthracite 100 percent. 
Delo, April 20, 1954. 

the end the First Five Year Plan 1952, industry 
consumed percent the total coal supply, according 
article Planovo Stopanstvo (Sofia), No. 1954. This 
was about percent more than the total production 
coal 1939. The relative growth the demand for coal 
different sectors the economy was shown the 
following table, percentages 1939: 


1939 1952 1957 (Plan) 
Transportation ........ 100 232 289 
Heating and other ..... 100 207 368 


According this article the industrial consumption 
coal expected rise during the Second Five Year Plan 
percent. Consumption the metallurgical industry 
will increase 333 percent, the electrical and chemical 
industries about percent, the building materials 
industry percent and the food industry per- 
cent. Considering that total coal output rise only 
percent during the Plan, obvious that considerable 
use must made lignite, the production which 
expand more than other types. While 1952, percent 
industrial coal consumption consisted lignite, 1957 
the proportion expected percent. 

The substitution lignite for higher quality has 
been pushed considerably. The railroads, which ac- 
counted for almost quarter total coal consumption 
1952, have been using lignite for years. editorial 
Trud (Sofia) April 10, 1953, commented that “loco- 
motive operators not argue any more about how 
economize coal, whether mix coal with lignite, but 
how achieve the greatest economy lignite. spe- 
cial decree July 1953, ordered ministries and enterprises 
adjust their steam boilers accommodate coal lower 
calorific value. Presidiuma Narodnoto Sab- 
ranie Lignite also used for electric power pro- 
duction. The lignite campaign reached what may have 
been its limit 1954, when the Ministry Trade ad- 
vertised new contest for inventors. The Ministry offered 


Table Changing Pattern Coal 


Consumption Bulgaria* 
(Percentages 
1939 1952 1957 
100 100 
Industry 


Planovo Stopanstvo (Sofia), No. 1954. 


prize the most successful inventor cooking stove 
for restaurants that would “burn lignite with percent 
moisture content and average 1,600 calories.” 
(Vecherni Novini November 10, 1954.) 


Total Planning 


PERSISTENT Coal shortage the orbit and the fail- 
ures achieve plan targets show that the Communists 
miscalculated the possibilities the industry. The plans 
were based certain assumptions with respect man- 
power, materials and efficiency which have since proved 
unrealistic. The problems and mistakes varied from one 
country another, but common all them was the 
basic fallacy much Communist planning. Although 
coal prime commodity the industrial economy, 
not independent what happens other industries. The 
building new mines, and the introduction cutting 
machines, mine railways and other means increasing 
production are dependent the performance the steel, 
machinery and construction industries, and also ade- 
quate technical personnel put such measures into effect. 
Moreover, the development coal mining requires man- 
power, factor which has become increasingly scarce be- 
cause the demand for other expanding industries. 
Not just any kind manpower, but type worker 
willing adopt the new techniques offered him and 
having incentive increase his production. all 
these respects—varying according the situation—the 
Satellite coal industries show the results miscalculation. 

Poland the fault attributed inadequate invest- 
ment. The Six Year Plan had provided for the building 
new coal mines, with total production million 
tons, and the construction new levels the already 
existing mines. However, only new mines were put into 
operation and only new levels were built. Apparently 
the cost this new construction was under-estimated, 
well the amount time would require. There 
evidence that other factors were more important, including 
lack manpower, insufficient mechanization and poor ad- 

Czechoslovakia the regime has attributed its coal 
difficulties three major causes: delay building new 
mines, inadequate mechanization, and chronic shortage 
manpower. The failure open new mines evidently 
came from overoptimistic estimates what the existing 
mines could produce. First Deputy Premier Dolansky said, 
late 1955, “Lack clarity this basic question cost 
seven years delay the building new mines and 
only Soviet expert analysis changed matters.” (Rude Pravo, 
October 1955.) But difficult see how the regime 
could have exploited new mines without closing re- 
ducing operations others, since has admittedly failed 
recruit enough workers man the existing mines. The 
manpower problem heightened lagging rate pro- 
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“Large excavator K-1000 fills entire set large coal carts matter minutes.” 


Svet Sovetu (Prague), February 29, 1956 


ductivity, not only mining but throughout the economy. 
Productivity has risen, according the official statistics, 
but not rapidly the planners had hoped. Said article 
Prace (Prague) November 10, 1955: 

“We are calling workers into the mines, into agriculture 
and into construction almost simultaneously. The question 
manpower still one the most urgent our prob- 
lems. For one thing, are continually raising our plan 
targets. And higher target can only fulfilled with 
more people—or with fewer people and more mechaniza- 
tion. Mechanization did not progress the same ex- 
tent our demands. Therefore, often have make 
for the lack mechanization with quantity people.” 


Another miscalculation seems have occurred the 
consumption side the balance. First Deputy Premier 
Dolansky, his speech October, found that “the direct 
consumption coal and its [use] transportation, power 
and other branches are, because the low technical level 
equipment and the little care given economic opera- 
tions, exceedingly high, and the efficiency fuel utilization 
low. 

Hungary the chief difficulties seem the lack 
adequate, well-disciplined labor force and failure 
raise the productivity the workers fast enough meet 
plan requirements. The regime claims have made great 
strides mechanizing the mines, but the same time 
complains that not enough use made the new ma- 
chines. May, 1955, the Deputy Minister Coal Mining, 
Dr. Ferenc Kassai, wrote: 

“Although production has doubled, this has not been 
achieved increased mechanization and greater pro- 
ductivity, but mainly increase manpower. 
Through extensive hiring the standard dropped, 
cause the lower average production great deal over- 
time was required. addition, worker turnover was very 


high, which was further aggravated the fact that there 

are workers’ dwellings close the mines and miners 

must cover long distances train, bus, bicycle and even 
foot order reach the mine. 

“Work discipline has not improved sufficiently since 
Communist seizure power]; the contrary, during re- 
cent years has shown signs deterioration. This means 
not only high percentage unwarranted absenteeism, 
the neglect technological and safety measures, un- 
economical use working time and compromising at- 
titude the part technicians. There much 
desired also the sphere technology. Despite certain 
improvement mining procedure, the situation not 
satisfactory because there still great deal badly 
planned mining with little regard for the 
yaszati Lapok May 15, 1955. 

The Romanian industry fell far short its target 
1955 that incurred severe criticism First Secretary 
Gheorghiu-Dej the Second Party Congress December. 
Despite enormous capital investments during the Five 
Year Plan, labor productivity had actually declined 
eight percent. “The reason for this intolerable situation 
lies lack concern the Ministry the Coal Industry 
and the various mining departments for the full use the 
equipment and machinery the disposal the mines 
and for the introduction mechanized cutting, loading 
and underground transport.” (Scinteia [Bucharest], De- 
cember 24, 1955.) His criticism was echoed several weeks 
later the Deputy Minister the Coal Industry: 
survey made the first half 1955 revealed that 
coal cutting machines, combines, loading machines, trolleys, 
conveyors, etc., worth almost million lei, were either 
used below capacity brought into the mines but not in- 
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Neither the men put his finger what seems 
the root the problem: obvious reluctance the 
part the workers adopt the machines and techniques 
prescribed for them. Romania, elsewhere the 
orbit, the regime has drawn much its new labor supply 
from peasantry unused the gadgets industrialism. 
Workers like these not seize quickly upon air compressors, 
cutting machines, combines, etc., and operate them with 
the efficiency that the planners evidently hoped for. The 
problem intensified the regime’s haste recruiting 
workers and sending them into the mines without much 
training. the past worker was not allowed work 
independently underground until had several years’ 
experience, but now the Communists are producing miners 
with only two weeks training. 

Bulgaria the coal crisis has been officially attributed 
poor planning. decree the Council Ministers 
and the Party Central Committee, issued April 1954, ran 


1] 
as tollows: 


main reason why the coal industry lags behind the 
growing needs the national economy that the Ministry 
Heavy Industry and the State Planning Commission did 
not adequately study the industrial demand for coal and 
did not weigh the heavy inheritance the past. Because 
this, during the First Five Year Plan the planning 
capital construction was admittedly incorrect, Construction 
new pits was not begun and the planning geological 
research was not designed establish industrial coal re- 
serves through the planning and construction new pits. 

“Because lack trained engineering and technical 
cadres—mining engineers, geological engineers, geologists 
and mining technicians—the timely solution number 


technical problems has not been achieved.” 


decree ended with four directives for the industry 
during the Second Five Year Plan, They stressed the need 
for more coal, more capital investment coal mining, 
more geological research aiming the opening new 
mines and the creation body expert engineers, 
technicians and workers. 


The Machines 


COAL planners have emphasized mechaniza- 
tion means raising output and overcoming the short- 
age manpower that plagues the industry. The tradition- 
manner digging coal hand involved four separate 
operations: cutting, drilling, blasting and loading. The 
miner had undercut the coal face with pick some 
other tool, drill hole for the blasting charge, explode the 
charge and shovel the loose coal into railway car 
hauled out the mine. Technological progress has mech- 
anized these operations introducing cutting machines, 
pneumatic and electric drills, mechanical blasting devices, 
conveyors and loading machines. The process has been 
carried its ultimate conclusion the invention com- 
bined cutting and loading machines that perform all 
the operations one sequence. Mechanization has gone 
farthest the United States, where more than percent 
all bituminous coal mined underground cut ma- 
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chine, and over percent the loading done mechanic- 
ally. The USSR has also mechanized great extent, and 
many its machines are being introduced the captive 
countries. 

The most famous the Soviet machines the Donbas 
coal combine, cutting and loading machine that inte- 
grates the four basic operations. Poland produces variety 
mining machinery, including its own KW-52 and KW-57 
combines (also called cutter-loaders), scoop and throw- 
back loaders, shaft loaders, longwall and shortwall cutters 
and number types conveyors (for removing the 
coal broken the working face central haulage 
Some the Polish machines are exported. Czechoslovakia 
began produce mining machinery during its first Five 
Year Plan, including cutters, loaders, conveyors, locomo- 
tives, cars, and combines the types “Jupa” and “Ostravan 
produces electric drills and cutting and 
loading machines. 

Poland before the Six Year Plan most the cutting 
and loading were done hand. the end 1955 about 
third the coal was being cut with machines pneu- 
matic picks and percent mechanically loaded. The 
latter figure was far below the percent envisaged 
the Plan, and evidently the other targets for mechanization 
were not fulfilled either. Coal mines had been electrified 
the extent percent, and percent the under- 
ground transport was The first cutter-loader 
combines the Donbas type were being put into operation; 
the number these machines was expected rise 
1956 and 250 1960, when they would cut 37,500 tons 
coal daily, about percent the total planned out- 

Mines Czechoslovakia were highly mechanized even 
before the war, and the equipment the Ostrava-Karvina 
bituminous mines was advanced any Europe. Dur- 
ing the war the machinery suffered serious damage. The 
first Five Year Plan provided for the introduction new, 
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more efficient machines that were produced 
Czechoslovakia. However, the crisis 1953, when lag- 
ging coal supply threatened failure the Plan, led the re- 
gime take special measures. resolution January 13, 
1954, called upon the engineering and metallurgical in- 
dustries give more attention the production mining 
equipment; revealed that the new machines called for 
the Plan had not been delivered schedule, and 
ted the resulting losses coal output during 1953 have 
been more than million tons. But even available ma- 
chines have not produced the results expected them, 
apparently because resistance the part the miners. 
editorial Rude Pravo August 10, 1955, blamed the 
technicians: 


“In June, Donbas combines were supposed 
operating the Ostrava-Karvina mines. However, there 
tons less than planned. Because fewer cutters were put 


were only operation, which mined almost 


into operation than the plan stipulated, more than 88,000 
terms the plan There 
are great shortcomings the maintenance machines. 
Many people only see difficulties which they 
encounter the introduction new machinery but forget 
the difficulties have the national economy precisely 
because mechanization mining advances slowly and the 
output coal does not increase fast need 
Thus when the plan the mine fulfilled 
workers point the fact that can done without 
machines, and when the plan not fulfilled they give ex- 
cuses such that there time for putting machines into 
operation because plan fulfillment 


meters remained uncut. 


March 15, 1956 Rude Pravo returned the theme: 


“As result the coal shortage, our trans- 
port and the operation other branches industry were 


threatened. present, all workers the coal industry 


Coal mining with Soviet combine the “Marshal Konev” Mine 


North Bohemia. 
Svet Obrazech (Prague), January 1956 
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“Water cannon, used for the first time Hungary, Tatabanya 
the lower Galla Valley, where 22-meter-high layer soil, cov- 
ering the coal deposit, removed.” 


Beke Szabadsag (Budapest), October 1955 


are faced with the task liquidating the debt coal pro- 
duction. Today already have countless examples 
showing that mining machinery indispensable for in- 
creasing coal production and that without its greater 
utilization would impossible talk about the expan- 
sion the coal industry. However, let look the 
application mechanization. For instance, the Ostrava- 
Karvina coal region, the average, only combines were 
use during February, while for January the figure was 
14.5 and for November last year was 19. This naturally 
had its effect coal production. While November 
1955, 


this low output 


127,000 tons coal were produced—and even 
February, only 84,000 tons were 
mined. The plan for using cutting machines was fulfilled 
February only These facts show that 
decisive measures are still not being taken toward the ex- 
pansion mechanization and greater use machinery. 


Mechanization lagging behind instead going 


Hungary, during the first Five Year Plan (1950- 
1954), the following machines were 

Donbas combines .......... 
Shake conveyors ............... 


The major changes have been methods drilling and 
conveying. The- regime claims that the transportation 


19. Statisztikai Szemle, June 1955. 


, 
iq 
33 


coal hand-operated cars has fallen from percent 
1950 percent 1955. The old spiral hand-drill 
has almost disappeared. However, the operations cutting 
and loading, which require large amounts labor, are 
still done almost entirely hand.*° 

The Romanian regime has made ambitious attempts 
introduce more machinery. The First Five year Plan (1951- 
1955) aimed raise the average mechanization cutting, 
loading and underground transport around 
The larger mines, accounting for the major part coal 
production, were already highly mechanized 1950, 
according official statistics: 


Underground transport 80% 


The major effort was made the other mines, be- 
longing the regime’s “Centrala 


1950 1955 target 
20% 72% 
Underground transport 80% 


The planners found, they did Czechoslovakia, that the 
answer the coal problem was not simply “more ma- 
chines.” Instead rising, productivity went down. The 
machines were used inefficiently not all: 


“Thus, some Jiu Valley mines, coal cutting machines 
work only square meters per day instead least 140 
square meters. the lignite mines Filipesti Padure, 
Cimpulung and elsewhere, coal cutting machines are used, 
the average, only percent the normal working 
time. mines employing compressed air equipment, be- 
cause faulty transmission the air pressure the work- 
ing site very low and the equipment cannot used 
capacity. Thus, the Petrila mine the loss com- 
pressed air amounts more than percent. Because 
poor organization and lack synchronization the 
various phases production, loading machines Anin- 
oasa, Petrila and other mines are not used capacity 
because the coal faces are not supplied regularly with 
empty mine cars. The technical directorate the Ministry 
and the respective general directorates bear share the 
responsibility for this state affairs, because they content 
themselves with statistics without paying close attention 


the results achieved. .. 

Bulgaria has introduced number Soviet machines, 
including excavators, loaders, conveyors, electric shovels 
and Donbas combines. But there also the complaint 
heard that the miners not use them ac- 
cording the norms set the planners. editorial 
the mining journal Rudnichar December 31, 1955, 
asserted that out cutting machines only were work- 
ing. The same paper stated November 24, 1955, that 
surface mines the coal excavators were idle percent 
the time, waiting for empty trucks. The use the Donbas 


20. Szabad Nep, May 1955; Banyaszati Lapok, May 15, 1955. 
Figures from Probleme Economice (Bucharest), March 1951. 
Deputy Minister the Coal Industry Nicolae Schwartz, 


Rominia Libera, Feb. 1956. 


combines was also insufficient. “In the ‘Georgi Dimitrov’ 
mines the combines, which had monthly norms 4,160 
tons, averaged during 1955 from 1,200 2,500 tons, and 
only 530 tons July.” The use other heavy machines 
was even worse: cutters and loaders were operated only 
percent their capacity. “The most important 
reason,” said the paper, was “poor organization pro- 
duction and insufficient interest the part engineering 
and technical cadres, who the first serious damage 
declare the machines ‘unsuited for our conditions,’ 
and throw them out the pits move them during 
each shift without using The regime’s concern 
with this problem was manifested Rabotnichesko Delo 
editorial March 21, 1956, which admitted that new 
machines are often regarded very skeptically the workers, 
and either unused are not properly cared for. 


The Workers 


GREAT extent coal mining residual occupation. 
Men not like hard, dirty, dangerous labor under- 
ground they have alternatives. Most industrial countries 
since the war have found difficult get coal miners be- 
cause flourishing economies offer alternatives working 
factories, shops offices. The Communist countries are 
exception this, since their industrial plans have re- 
sulted general shortage manpower. The coal in- 
dustry has felt the shortage perhaps more than any other 
industry; has appeared not only recruiting problem 
but the related problems high turnover among 
workers, large amounts absenteeism, and the difficulty 
enforcing discipline among men who know that the em- 
ployer needs them more than they need him. detailed 
description coal miners and their lives can found 
NBIC, March 1955.) 

The Satellite regimes have taken all sorts measures 
get more workers into the mines and keep them there. 
They have offered miners higher wages and better food and 
housing than other workers get. The Polish Miners’ Charter 
November 30, 1949, gave wage increases from 
percent, paid vacations, pensions, housing priorities, free 
coal and other perquisites, raising the real wages coal 
miners level percent above the average for 
other industrial workers.** Czechoslovakia offers bonus 
1,200 koruny (about two weeks’ salary) any worker 
who enters mining for least three years, well pref- 
erential rights new apartments. Throughout the orbit 
similar incentives have been created, and much made 
them recruiting propaganda. 

These inducements have not proved adequate, partly 
because the reality has not been good the promise, 
and partly because the advantages received are not great 
enough offset the disadvantages being miner, 
Poland, where labor trouble seems have been less severe 
than elsewhere, one writer admits: “The average monthly 
wages miners are higher than other industries, but 
taking into consideration Sunday work and overtime work, 
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not much higher that incentive would created 
join the coal miners’ ranks.” (Zycie December 
1955, emphasis added.) Poland during 1953 nearly 
percent the recruits did not stay.** 

Czechoslovakia’s Ostrava mines during the same year 
41,000 workers came and 37,000 left. (Nova Mysl 
[Prague], No. 1954.) Bulgaria’s Dimitrov mine 
1952 the turnover was more than 100 percent. (Novo 
Vreme [Sofia], No. 1953.) Among miners who stay, 
absenteeism runs high and causes enormous losses pro- 
duction. Rude Pravo July 25, 1954, stated that 1953 
the coal industry “lost million tons coal through shift 
shirking.” Absenteeism that year ran high 18.4 percent 
hard coal and 15.3 percent brown coal. (Rude Pravo, 
September 11, 1953.) The problem has not yet been 
solved. Czechoslovakia’s coal planners expected the rate 
absenteeism the mines run about i2.5 per- 
cent January and February 1956, but instead 
reported have been 17.9 percent—three percent 
absence without cause, spite the fact that miners 
are penalized two days paid vacation for each day 
unwarranted absence. (New York Times, February 29, 
1956. 

The problem increases during harvest months, partic- 
ularily Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria, where much 
the labor force has traditionally been seasonal workers 
from the farms. The Bulgarian newspaper Rudnichar 
wrote May 20, 1954, “Now, with the approach the 
harvest campaign, the danger rises. 
even before the beginning the harvest, there much 
labor migration and absenteeism which cannot justified. 
During the first quarter this year, the Bobov Dol mine 
there were 17,176 unjustified absences Marbas, 
16,756. the Georgi Dimitrov mine, 11,511. Our 


24. Winston, cit., 60. 
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Commission Labor Safety (shown trudging through flooded 


“We can’t see anything wrong here 
Rudnichar (Sofia), September 1955 


national economy has lost hundreds and thousands tons 
coal solely because this unreasonable 


Every conceivable source labor has been tapped. Prison 
labor has been used mining all the Satellite coun- 
tries. Poland alone, during 1953 and 1954, estimated 
12,000 prisoners were employed coal 
closely related type labor the military labor battalion. 
This composed army recruits who 
suspect whose relatives are considered politically un- 
reliable, plus those whose physical limitations make them 
unfit for active service. Women are employed large 
scale, not only the surface but underground. Hun- 
gary they have been used operate pumps and machines. 
The Romanian newspaper Scinteia, January 15, 1951, 
described work competition between team women 
the Petrila mines and team men from Valea Nicoale, 
during which the women loaded tons coal hours. 
cross section the labor force Hungary’s coal in- 
dustry during the First Five Year Plan was given the 
November 15, 1954 issue Magyar Gazdasagkutato Intezet 
Kozlemenyei, confidential publication for the hierarchy. 
The figures not include convict labor, but other re- 
spects they are considered authentic. (See Table 5.) They 
reveal that 1953, for example, women composed per- 
cent the workers; another 7.2 percent consisted army 
labor battalions. Between 1950 and 1953 the labor force 
increased from 61,000 88,000, and third the in- 
crease consisted women workers and “soldiers.” The 
need for workers has led the employment youths who 
are scarcely more than children, and they often work under 
conditions which are admittedly illegal. commentator 
Radio Warsaw March 28, 1956, made the following 
statement the course attack the policies the 
trade unions: 

“In Silesian mines, where there are 3,000 juveniles em- 
ployed, young boys between and years have work 
overtime—against the law. They hard work—against 


25. Estimate compiled from forced labor files the Mid- 
European Studies Center, New York, cited Winston, cit., 
62. See also Richard Carlton, editor, Forced Labor the 
“People’s Democracies,’ New York, Mid-European Studies Center, 
1955. 


~ 
- 
al 
ia 
il 
oc 


the law 


but they receive holidays, although they are 
entitled 


them. What the trade unions such 


the whole, nothing.” 


Higher Costs 


PACE which the Communists have exploited their 
coal resources has meant inevitable increase the cost 
coal 


cases. 


(in real terms), increase that was bound 
occur there had been mistakes planning and 
administration. For one thing, much the coal being dug 
Hungary, Romania and Bulgaria distinctly 
marginal quality that would not worth mining except 
meet extraordinary demand. For another, the supply 
experienced workers and technicians was best far 
below the requirements, and inexperienced workers—par- 
ticularly time labor shortage—are certain less 
productive. Output per manshift Polish underground 
mines rose until 1949, when was 1,830 kilograms, and 
after that declined 1,733 Hungary, out- 
put per man shift fell more than percent between 1950 
and 

These factors, added inefficiency and errors plan- 
ning, have made coal expensive commodity Eastern 
Europe. Poland, unit costs were expected fall dur- 
ing the Six Year Plan, but instead they rose four percent 
from 1950 Czechoslovak hard coal mining, 
unit costs rose 39.4 percent from 1949 1953, according 
the Minister Fuel and Power. (Rude Pravo, January 
14, 1954.) Hungary production costs were percent 
higher 1954 than 1951. (Munka [Budapest], Nov. 
10, 1954.) the direct production costs must added 
the social costs arising from the coal shortage. The need 
substitute lower grade fuel many uses—such transpor- 
tation and heating—has meant public sacrifice that 
never expressed the figures published the regimes. 


The Future 


THE YEARS just ahead, the drive for more coal will 
continue. Poland aims output 110 million tons 
bituminous coal 1960. Czechoslovakia plans for 
about million tons bituminous coal 1960, and 
about million tons brown coal and lignite. Romania 
raise its production 11.6 million tons, in- 
crease percent. Bulgaria’s Five Year Plan 
ends 1957 with target million tons. Hungary’s 
target 29.4 million tons, increase percent for 
black coal and percent for lignite. The regimes are evi- 
dently taking steps remedy the problems that beset 
them the past. Most them are emphasizing higher 
labor productivity: since manpower will continue 
tight, the increases production will have come from 
greater output per worker. This means drive for more 


26. Winston, op. cit., Table 
27. Magyar Gazdasakutato Intezet Kozlemenyei (Budapest), 
Nov. 15, 1954. The absolute figures were: 3.33 metric tons 
1950, 3.32 1951, 2.94 1952, 2.61 1953 and 2.96 1954. 
These are too high for one worker, and probably represent team 
several men. 


28. Winston, cit., 67. 


Table Employment Hungarian 
Coal Mining, 
1950 1951 1952 
Skilled workers 
Male 
Female 
Unskilled workers 
Male 


Female 


26,457 
1,405 


31,348 
2,183 


35,810 
Apprentices 
Male 
Female 


148 
Army labor 

battalions 5,214 
Clerical, engi- 

neering, tech- 

nical 


Male 
Female 
Total 


4,154 
1,102 
60,638 


6,748 
1,315 


72,998 


8,354 
83,813 


9,458 
1,826 
88,390 


9,307 
1,605 
81,712 


Magyar Gazdasagkutato Intezet Kozlemenyei 


(Buda- 
pest), Nov. 15, 1954. 


mechanization, point which has been spelled out detail 
regime spokesmen Poland, Czechoslovokia and Hun- 
gary. There also expansion the number 
mines, particularly Poland and Czechoslovakia, and 
continuation the areawide drive for more efficiency 
the consumption coal. 


far the orbit’s coal planning has given the appearance 
crash program designed carry the Satellites through 
the early phases rapid industrialization. Presumably 
the planners recognized that the program would involve 
short-run costs that would seem excessive when measured 
normal standards. the extent that this was given 
rational consideration, the intention was make for 
the short-run costs the long-run advantages industrial 
growth. the level technology rose, and with the 
skill and discipline the workers, productivity coal min- 
ing would rise also. more efficient economy should logi- 
cally make better use existing fuels. The growth the 
electric power industry, even based coal, would mean 
additional economies consumption. And the future de- 
velopment new energy sources—water power and even- 
tually atomic energy—would free the Satellite economies 
from their dependence coal. This, course, chain 
economic reasoning that omits the human factor alto- 
gether. Like all Communist planning, mortgages the 
present favor the future, sacrifices the freedom and 
comfort the present generation for the presumptive hap- 
piness its descendants. Since most human beings are re- 
luctant sacrifice themselves any abstraction, matter 
how splendidly colored, the tyranny reason has im- 
plemented the tyranny the Coal production will 
rise undoubtedly; but the means production will con- 
tinue not only miners and their tools but police and 
the fear consequences. 


27,506 
309 412 
6,348 2,108 
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FROM THE COMMUNIST PRESS: 


Duty 
Bulgarian Short Story 


The following short story Marcho Nikolov 
appeared Bulgarski Voin (Sofia), January 1956. 
“Stalinist” tone, style and con- 
tent; such sharp contrast literary de- 
velopments some other countries the area. 


WAS STANDING the window, watching the lively 
play the snowflakes the silence the village. 
Among the bare branches the apple trees the garden, 
white featherlike whorls were slowly forming. The first 
snow. Always late autumn, when the white snowflakes 
would dance the air, she was obsessed tender feeling 
restlessness. Perhaps the white cover the ground 
would melt this afternoon and when began snowing 
again would not beautiful. The falling the snow 
filled Petkana with happiness. 

Slowly she turned her small snub-nosed face toward the 
burning stove the corner the room. small chair 
her husband was sitting reading the newspaper—a husky 
man with large hands. Near him, their six-year-old child— 
blonde, red-cheeked—was playing with some toys. The room 
was filled with quiet coziness. smile showed her 
face and lighted her eyes. 

After time, Petkana decided the attic and 
clean out the trunk. brigade] unit leader, she 
spent lot time and energy the fields during the 
summer, and now she could devote more time her family 
and household. She put bandana, took the lamp 
and went the attic. There she lit the lamp and the light 
heightened the darkness the corners, penetrating only 
here and there, showing the cobwebs. 

The wooden trunk was almost completely wormeaten. 
had lid and all the books were covered with dust. 
the trunk, among other things, were some her hus- 
band’s books. Petkana wanted empty the trunk order 
fill with the beans they had received payment for 
their workdays the 

The wind penetrated through the cracks the walls and 
she felt the pleasant coelness the snowflakes her 
cheeks. She put the lamp brick and bent over the 
trunk. was filled with old newspapers, journals, maps, 
novels which she had once read with much pleasure. 

Petkana picked the books, shaking the dust from them 
one one and putting them aside. Often she glanced 
through them. One book, with cover, drew her attention. 
She opened it. Inside were few colored pictures pretty 
girls. she was turning the pages, which were describing 
the gay life cafe society girl, picture slipped through 
her fingers and fell near her feet. Petkana took the picture 
and looked it. The dreamy expression her eyes changed 
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fear. The picture showed two men uniform snow- 
covered forest. human head lay their feet. Petkana 
turned the picture see there was anything the back. 
handwriting she know well—her husband’s—had written 
ink, already faded: 30, 1944, near Balvan village, 
Turnovo County.’ 

The darkness the corners welled again, and the 
attic became completely dark. Petkana’s eyes the flame 
the lamp appeared small blurred spot. She felt 
cold fingers had curled around her heart and were 
mercilessly squeezing it. They were squeezing out her love 
for Stefan. She stared the picture horror, with the 
expression sleepwalker. the picture, her husband, 
with small mustache had now, was wearing the 
uniform private. The officer next him had his 
chest thrown out. His face showed satisfaction. And the 
human head front them with the eyelids dropped 

no, Petkana could not look any longer. “Who the 
was biting her haven’t seen 
this picture 

she was standing stunned and benumbed, she thought 
the murdered partisan fighter. He, too, had mother, 
father and relatives. How did they live without him? 
Would the tears their eyes ever Would his mother’s 
broken heart ever comforted? Petkana went down the 
cellar and hid the picture the ripped corner pillow. 
Then she went out into the garden. Now the snowflakes 
were fewer and the pale blue clouds were slowly disappear- 
ing. Soon the sun came out from behind them. She stood, 
pale, biting her lips. Nearby roosters crowed, horses began 
neighing the barn and the streets girls’ voices could 
heard. All this seemed coming from another world, 
incomprehensibly strange Petkana these moments. 
Strange her now seemed the carefree snowflakes. 

Suddenly she grew frightened and started running 
the stairs. She pushed the door, closed behind her and 
leaned it. She wanted scream her husband, 
shake him out his placidness, but the words froze her 
lips, she could not utter them. Stefan put aside the news- 
paper and looked her with surprise. was her senior 


few years. The hair both sides his forehead had 
fallen forward, forming two small triangles. She found him 
attractive, big and husky, though his face with the two 
moles under his mouth was not handsome. 

“What the matter?” asked Stefan and started 
rise, but her question stiffened him his chair. 

were you during March 1944?” 

“Wait,” said Stefan. 

“What were you doing?” Petkana pounded with her foot. 
Her eyes flashed with hatred, muscle her right cheek 
twitched nervously. She was breathing heavily. 

was soldier the Reserve you know,” 
Stefan answered slowly. 

“Were you fighting the partisans?” Petkana was staring 
him fixedly. Stefan lifted his right hand slowly, took off 
his cap and started twisting it. The grey corners his 
mouth trembled touched the cold breeze paralysis. 

“Did take part the fighting? course the 
army, were forced fight. did not shoot No, 
did shoot, but only the air.” 

“You did not shoot, but were photographed with heads 
partisans.” 

Stefan moved toward the stove and looked her with 
bulging eyes. Something choked his throat, small hammers 
began pounding his temples. Petkana’s words blew the 
ashes his memories and now they were surrounding him 
with their ugly truth. Numb, smashed the cruel revela- 
tion his wife, sat the stove lost obscure thoughts. 
And the strong wave feeling chilling Petkana’s heart 
gradually receded, calmed down thought. She sat 
the bed and put her head between her hands. “How un- 
happy am.” Tears choked her. 

depressing atmosphere filled the room. The child con- 
tinued playing the floor. Nobody said word. Petkana 
was burning with thoughts. “How short-lived human 
happiness!” she was thinking. All sudden her family 
life had snapped. Unlimited pain was threatening it. Pet- 
kana felt insulted. How could she look people? Would 
her eyes brighten again? Probably not. The wind outside 
was pounding the windows, breaking the bare branches 
the trees. Lonesome snowflakes were playing the air. 

She felt hand her arm and lifted her eyes. Those 
warm and open eyes were the eyes martyr, shining 
with grief. 

“Petkana, what happened?” 

“Where it?” Stefan shouted and grasped her roughly 

Petkana half opened her mouth, shuddering. 

“So, you are the murderer. she said slowly. 

not, never killed what happened was that the 
commander the company forced have this picture 
taken,” Stefan murmured distractedly. 

Big drops perspiration appeared his low forehead. 
insisted that Petkana give him the picture, but she re- 
fused. 

“Give me, else clenched his fist and 
grabbed her, but Petkana tore free and headed toward the 
door. Before she could press the handle, all sudden 
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twisted her arm. The pain was fierce and Petkana moaned. 

“Tell me, where the picture?” 

“You may kill me, but still will not tell you.” 

Stefan met her glance and bent his head. well knew 
the steely firmness this glance. She was moaning, melting 
his 


Petkana took the gas lamp from the attic and when she 
sat the bed, Stefan began talking her softly: 
you are not thinking me, you want send prison. 
not your husband? Until now have never lifted 
hand against you, you are wife, you should not expose 
the people.” 

“Tell the truth about the picture,” she said quietly 
and wrinkle appeared between her eyebrows. 

did not the commander the company brought 
it. was the head boy.” 

All day Petkana did not speak word. was the 
tears dried the words, swarm thoughts pounded her 
head. The thought that the peasants might learn about 
made her tremble. 

Petkana had good reputation. The people liked her for 
her diligence, her modesty, her good nature and mind. But 
she wanted remain so, respected the people, and not 
blushing and tormented her conscience, she must not 
stop here, but must unravel the knot around the picture 
the end. 

She was very sorry for Stefan. She loved him with all 
her heart. was good and used ten men’s work 
the farm. But nature was weak, soft and probably 
timid. “Before September was nothing more than 
industrious youth,” she reflected, and something was 
telling her that Stefan had been the victim cruel people. 

the morning Stefan asked again for the picture. She 
did not say word, only looked him with contempt and 
went out feed the chickens. About noon Petkana headed 
toward the station and the first train she went the 
county seat. She did not tell Stefan. She only told her 
mother, who lived the other end the village, come 
and take care the child. 


THE STREETS Sofia strong wind was blowing and 

the snowflakes blew into the faces the people. The 
thousand sounds the city blended into single noise. 
was early morning, but crowds people were already 
walking the snow-covered sidewalks. Here and there 
children with sleds could seen the streets, but the cold 
drove them back into their homes. open window could 
seen the cooperative buildings, half hidden the 
snow dust. 

young woman, brown coat and leather gloves 
and boots, was standing front the Covered Market, 
looking the cars passing toward Lenin Square. 

the windows the passing street-cars the winter 
frost had painted beautiful flowers. 

The snow was squeaking under the wheels the trucks 
and under the feet the people. Life the streets 
Sofia was normal. car coming from the Luvov Most 
bridge stopped front the Covered Market. The 
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woman started and her eyes narrowed. The door the 
car opened and middle-aged man grey coat said: 

“You must frozen waiting here. Get in.” 

“Yes, cold, but used it,” answered Petkana, 
smiling. 

Next the driver was another man about years old. 
greeted her, but did not change his expression. Her 


husband Stefan was also the car. Petkana sat next 
him and looked him with eyes filled with pain, pain for 
her beloved husband. For whole week she had suffered. 
Her face had grown older, her eyes had lost their sparkle. 
the county seat she had talked for hours people 
from the Militia [security police], who interrogated Stefan. 
They were very attentive and proud her. She suffered 
especially when her husband contradicted himself. One 
day would say one thing and the next day deny it. 

His frightened expression made her more unhappy. 
Stefan was not prisoner. was under Militia observa- 
tion, but otherwise was free. had nice room, and 
Militia man was standing outside it. Petkana used see 
him every day and with tears her eyes plead with him 
confess. The Party Secretary, Stamen, from their village, 
came twice see Stefan. 

“Stefan, you must not hide anything,” the Party Secretary 
told him. “If you are innocent, they will free you. We, 
you see, intercede for you. People make mistakes. you 
have erred the past, confess. 


believe that you are involved 


Stefan perspired, bit his lip and avoided the Secretary’s 
eyes. night, bed, under the blanket, recalled his 
past.... 

Their company was after the partisans. The company 
commander, Lieutenant Kasaboy, cruel, enraged, flourish- 
ing his gun, shouts hysterically after the soldiers: 

“Search every bush. will smash the head anyone 
who does not shoot.” 

Stefan, numb with fright, one the last. The bullets 
fires hit the trees, high over the low-lying partisan 
fighters. Later, after five hours fighting, Lieutenant 
Kasabov, little drunk, brings the head one the 
partisans and orders Stefan have his picture taken with 
him. Stefan resents this. Perhaps just whim 
tries refuse, but the lieutenant threatens 
him and Stefan obliged obey, all the more because 
Stefan Kasabov’s orderly. 

During the night Stefan tossed bed, cursing the 
Fascist lieutenant. But was not the courageous and 
hardy breed men, and was afraid. Stefan was very 
much afraid the lieutenant, who hid himself from the 
people’s court after September 1944 [date Communist 
Even now could see the cold green eyes 
the lieutenant and could hear his words their parting 
few days before the revolt September “Not word 
anybody about bullet will waiting for you.” 

Finally, the fear Stefan gave way sound feeling, 
born the confidence and magnanimity the people from 
the Militia, and confessed everything knew. 

They sent Stefan Sofia and Petkana accompanied 
him. Even the Ministry Interior took interest her. 


And now, together with the others, she was 
fulfill the most important 

Somewhere Graf Ignatiev street the car stopped. Pet- 
kana, Stefan and the two men got out the car and went 
into bookstore. Here there were two men; the customer, 
captain, was standing calmly looking book, the sales- 
man, about years old, had climbed wooden ladder and 
was looking among the books the upper 

Stefan approached the ladder and said: “Hello, lieuten- 
ant.” 

The salesman suddenly turned his head and stared with 
his small eyes Stefan. His eyes widened with hatred. 
The two books held his left hand fell the floor. 

you know me, your old orderly?” 

The lieutenant did not move, paralyzed the horror 
suddenly hanging over his head. Petkana’s features 
sharpened. She swallowed, took two steps toward the ladder 
and said with angry sarcasm: 

“Mister lieutenant, have you forgotten the fight against 
the partisans near the village 

Silence. 

snowflake had melted her upper lip and was shining 
like bright drop. The captain the uniform looked 
her with smile and headed toward the door. 

“Yes,” muttered the lieutenant. 

took out his handkerchief, wiped his fat neck and 
came down. His legs were trembling. His bald head shone 
the from the single electric bulb above. 
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Current 


Developments 


Czechoslovakia 


Students Demand Freedom 


Unrest, dissatisfaction and scathing criticism the re- 
gime among university students has mounted until the basis 
Party rule under open attack. the last month, Czech- 
oslovak students have pushed this attack the farthest 
limit yet known have been reached their country’s 
post-Congress thaw. 

The chronology the development protests some- 
what obscure, the press tried mask the increasingly 
violent pitch attacks. Apparently the stormy meeting 
the Prague section the Czechoslovak Youth League 
April (see NBIC, June 1956, 51), was only one 
series excited meetings held all the universities and 
technical colleges the country. apparent that these 
meetings, originally intended little more than reitera- 
tions the post-Congress line controlled criticism 
the more blatant Stalinist excesses, were seized the stu- 
dents opportunity for real and far-reaching attacks 
Communist control education, the press and even 
the State itself. letter from student, published 
Mlada Fronta (Prague), May 22, described this process: 

“After the Twentieth Congress, the interest the people 
true words, explanations yet unclarified ques- 
tions, increasing. First all, youth craves the 
About two weeks before April meeting Bratis- 
meeting would held ‘to answer all questions.’ first 
most the students thought that there would nothing 
new, and many them said: “That will just the usual 
platitudes and few artificial, uninteresting questions!’ 
However, the date approached, interest increased, and 
did the number questions the letter box Ekonom, 
the school magazine. The questions were intricate. The 
Youth League Committee tried find people the school, 
offices and elsewhere who would best suited reply 
these 


These meetings, appears, were not content with ask- 
ing questions; number them known through vague 
press references, and probably many more that are far not 
revealed, drew resolutions making demands the re- 
gime. The text one these resolutions available (see 
pp. 42-3). There was apparently considerable interchange 
resolutions among various universities, and, early 
May, the separate resolutions were redrafted into com- 
bined resolution presented Minister Education 


Kahuda (who had been meeting student groups through- 
out this period) May 12. This combined resolution was 
sent air from Prague Bratislava for discussion and 
approval the students the Slovak universities (one 
the additions the resolution proposed the women 
students’ dormitory Horsky Park was the demand for 
opposition political party). 


Student Carnivals 


the same time that this turmoil student meetings 
and resolutions was going on, the student carnivals, first 
Bratislava and later Prague, took the students’ protests 
out the academies and into public view. The Bratislava 
carnival took place May that Prague, called the 
Majales, May 20. These were the first student carnivals 
permitted the regime since its inception, and the students 
took advantage the relaxation revive the prewar dem- 
ocratic tradition vitriolic political satire from the uni- 
versities. male student representing bureaucracy, carry- 
ing truncheon, led fettered girl representing academic 
freedom; this was the tone the student display. Even 
more pointed were the slogans chanted the marching 
students; these, reported, included demands for the 
removal Czechoslovak President Zapotocky and First 
Slovak Party Secretary Bacilek. 

The regime press was slow react these startling 
developments, apparently uncertain what degree 
freedom would, amidst the torrents talk the abolition 
Stalinist repression, really permitted. Rude Pravo’s 
report the Prague Majales the next day made men- 
tion the students’ political criticism. Lidova Demokracie 
(Prague), May 22, said that the “students’ wit was flam- 
ing and tempestuously applauded.” 


Mlada Fronta (Prague), May 26, went farther than the 
rest the press, while still remaining 


“Then there were those [at the Majales| who maliciously 
expected something happen. Foreign correspondents ap- 
peared unexpected numbers. Others the audience 
expected something really great and world-shaking ap- 
pear the slogans and the posters the parade, some- 
thing directed against the government—this had been the 
rumor before Prague. And there were people who in- 
tended warm their soup the Majales turmoil, find 
public political platform for their contempt. 


Many 
the students’ criticisms were justified. 


However, the 
Party Central Committee resolution education] passed 
early April already pointed shortcomings and 
ways reform. Unfortunately, the ferment and turmoil 
the universities recent days was some cases misused 
proclaim basically wrong ideas and demands. 
quote some more slogans called out the students: isn’t 
it, put mildly, boastfulness when some students shout: 
‘Don’t afraid, people Prague, the students are still 
here.’ what should the people Prague afraid? 
quite intentionally mention today the bad, the un- 
healthy cases which accompanied the ferment the uni- 
versities and Majales.” 


Apparently the regime had decided that, having per- 
mitted the students’ festivals, could not publicly denounce 
them, and would not give the sharpest criticism wider 
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Attack 
President Eisenhower 


argumentovat, lebo viem, 
vietci chdpete viddnut nad 


dopatrenim ndm zamenili fotografiu 
horeuvedené textu. 


Redakcia. 


Caption reads: “Eisenhower, April 23, 1956: ‘Our nation destined 

rule. not intend present arguments this subject be- 

cause know that all you understand it—to rule over the entire 

world. apologize our readers; due error the 

photograph the text above was changed 
[Signed] Editors.” 

Rohac (Bratislava), May 10, 1956 


(The New York Times, April 22, quoted the following remark 
made the President extemporaneous talk members 
the American Society Newspaper Editors: “Our nation called 
leadership—and not going argue the point, know you 
all understand—leadership the world—to keep expanding our 
areas freedom and not allow the communist cloud engulf 
little This presumably the remark that the Communist 
editors maliciously distorted under photo. This kind 
viciousness marked contrast the somewhat milder forms 
attack lately levelled against the US. Also, personal attacks against 
President Eisenhower have always been fairly rare, particularly 
since the Soviet leaders’ meeting with the President Geneva.) 


publicity notice the press. May press con- 
ference, Premier Viliam Siroky, answering the questions 
foreign journalists who had seen the Majales, denied 
that students had been would arrested. stated: 


“It great harm for the people’s democratic order 
when young people consider things and some thinking, 
and disaster when young students are critical us. 
course also true that cannot approve every- 
thing [they But the students have the right express 
their ideas aloud, and have the right declare: 
agree with you this matter that, and disagree 
this and that.” (Rude Pravo May 


The Reaction 

The carnivals, with their traditions student excess, 
were one thing; the resolutions, with their hints organ- 
ized opposition, were another. The regime’s position was 
uncomfortable; the present moment the post-Congress 
thaw time for blatant repression criticism. The 
press attempted make the more important aspects 
the resolutions seem the work few hotheads among 
the students. letter Smena (Bratislava), May 20, 
stated: 

“Mostly there were single individuals who willfully at- 
tempted the organization various meetings outside 
Youth League organs, secretly inciting the students vari- 
ous hostile slogans create unrest and chaos among the 
university and college students. They tried infiltrate 
the dormitories small groups, arrange irresponsible 
meetings; they called upon the students 
resolutions. This was not done order abolish 
shortcomings, but provoke the students march the 
streets to create mistrust toward the elected Youth 
League organs, diminish the authority leading func- 
tionaries—that is, opinion, merely attempt 
antagonize the students toward our Party, the government 
and the workers. 


sign the 


Arrests 


June 13, Radio Bratislava announced that “organs 
the Ministry the Interior have arrested group 
which produced the so-called students’ resolutions.” Ar- 
rested were “43-year-old Bozena 57-year-old for- 
mer Colonel Jaroslav Hajicek and 62-year-old Vaclav Sla- 
vicek. All three are former capitalist elements. They 
were presented with documentary proof their activities 
and admitted that they spread anti-State April. 
The leaflets said that the time was ripe for organization 
anti-State actions such those called for the American 
station Radio Free Europe. May, they anonymously 
sent resolutions with demands aimed against the regime 
various offices and organizations, pretending that these 
were students’ resolutions. fourth person, 60-year-old 
Antonin Chrp, has also been arrested.” subsequent re- 
port from Vienna said that one these men had been 
released. 

There has yet been further explanation, These ar- 
rests middle-aged men identified with prewar “capital- 
ism” and with Radio Free Europe seem patent attempt 
explain away the profoundly embarrassing fact that 
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Draft Resolution 
the 
Plenary Meeting The University Organization The 


Czechoslovak Youth Union 


The Institute Pedagogics Prague 


This draft resolution one the many compilations student demands drawn 
the recent wave Czechoslovak student protest (see 40). copy this resolution 
was received the West mail Czechoslovakia. printed here, sections and 
dealing with student demands for modification academic practices and the physical 
training program, have been omitted; they are similar demands already published. 


THE SESSION the Central Committee the Com- 
munist Party Czechoslovakia held the 29th and 
30th March 1956 was pointed out that there were 
many shortcomings and errors our public and political 
life, caused for the most part disregard collective 
leadership and our laws and the incorrect methods work 
resulting therefrom. 

feel our duty, both the basis our civil rights 
and the basis the education which our People’s 
Democratic State has given us, express our views 
certain basic questions our public and political life. 

this resolution wish point out the following 
shortcomings our public and political life and suggest 
possible ways which they could rectified. 


The democratization public life 


The Press: consider that the press does not fulfill 
its basic function providing early and accurate informa- 
tion concerning life our country and concerning life 
abroad (reports published here about Western countries are 
not objective and not relate questions which are 
characteristic these countries). 

demand that our press should publish factual ma- 
terial instead extracts and commentaries which are 
frequently copied from the Soviet press. For example, 
regards the United Nations Organization, the speeches 
the Soviet representatives are published, but only 
uninformative extracts are given the speeches the 
Western representatives, else they are only commented 
upon. would also proper for the press publish 
reports successes capitalist countries (especially 
the field technology) and critical comments mistakes 
made the People’s Democracies and the Soviet Union. 

Mlada Fronta the Youth Union] should devote 
its major attention the real problems young people. 


The publication Prague students their own periodical 
would also worth considering. 

our view, the way correct these shortcomings would 
lighten the censorship (for example, the contribution 
the debate the Second Authors’ Congress made 
Eva Vrchlicka was not published) and lift restrictions 
the circulation individual newspapers that people 
may read those papers which provide quick, accurate and 
interesting information. 

demand that foreign newspapers 
should made available greater extent, least 
libraries, not possible buy more. 

Radio: First, consider that the jamming foreign 
broadcasts (even the case such station “Radio 
Free Europe”) beneath the dignity our state. 
would more the advantage our press and radio 
they published news before these stations, and they 
refuted with facts unfounded reports these stations. 
Then would not happen that people only learn certain 
aspects our internal affairs through the broadcasts 
these stations and the appropriate “explanation,” that 
they learn them before they are reported our sta- 
tions (the dismissal Cepicka, the secret speech 

Regular and timely information about events 
country and the rest the world would the best weapon 
against unfriendly propaganda. Radio should become 
instrument for open discussion directed towards correcting 
the mistakes which occur our country. 

The National Assembly: Press reports the activities 
the National Assembly give the impression that its work 
merely formal. The press publishes only reports unani- 
mous voting and never any news the course 
debate critical comments. demand that reports 
published the press the preliminary debates the 
National Assembly: this would make possible meetings 
voters and members Parliament for citizens 
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informed the matters debated and for the members 
Parliament learn the views their supporters. 

Cadre work: are aware the importance cadre 
work the People’s Democracy. Owing irresponsible 
workers, bad methods cadre work, and overgrown 
cadre apparatus, mutual confidence has been undermined, 
and the settlement personal grievances made impossible, 
that the main object cadre work—the constructive 
side—has not been achieved. assessing qualifications too 
much emphasis was placed political maturity (measured 
the basis subscription the press, membership 
organizations and non-critical attitude contemporary 
events) the expense specialists’ qualifications. 

Therefore demand (1) that reduction made 
the size the cadre apparatus, (2) that unsuitable 
methods cadre work ended (for example, non-objec- 
tive methods obtaining references), (3) that directives 
issued concerning public assessment qualifications 
and that the documents which assessments are based 
open inspection accordance with 
made Comrade Novotny. 

The judiciary: Since the past the principles 
Socialist legality were not observed, demand that all 
political cases re-tried. The re-trials must conducted 
persons who did not participate the original proceed- 
ings. demand that all persons who permitted violations 
these principles strictly punished. The general public 
should informed the results the re-trials press 
and radio. 


the proposals 


The fraternal relations with the Soviet Union which 
were formed and strengthened after the liberation 1945 
were considerably impaired the course the following 
years. our opinion this state affairs was caused 
badly conducted educational work and propaganda. 
propaganda, the influence the Soviet Union our 
history, our political and cultural life, and the 
development our industries, exaggerated. has 
reached such stage that would seem that everything 
our nation has achieved was due the example the 
Soviet Union. The slogan “The Soviet Union—Our Model” 
being mechanically applied all sectors our activi- 
ties (all branches industry, education and art) and even 
those sectors which were, and are, the model 
for the Soviet Union follow. Soviet experts themselves 
draw attention this state affairs with disapproval. 
the other hand, many respects which could 
learn from Soviet experience fail so. Arbitrarily 
and uncritically accept everything they have the So- 
viet Union. forcibly introduce into our national life 
traditions which are characteristic and peculiar the 
Soviet Union (Father 

regards culture see the following mistakes: 
uncritical importation inartistic Soviet films, that the 
popularity Soviet films general suffers, and distrust 
and antipathy aroused towards Soviet films general. 
The translation into Czech 


Relations with the Soviet Union 


the 


vo 


The disproportion the size the editions classics 
Czech, Soviet and Western authors. 


Reports about 
the Soviet Union are frequently incomplete and distorted 
and give idealized picture the Soviet Union. People 
who visit the Soviet Union tourists are thus disillusioned. 
Consequently, true reports are not believed. The playing 
the Soviet national anthem and the flying the So- 
viet even those occasions which have nothing 
the Soviet Union (May Ist, graduation 
ceremonies, signing-off transmissions the radio). 


common with 


Cultural life 


obtaining true and clear picture 
the Western countries consider essential that the 
importation and translation the literary works and peri- 
odicals these countries should facilitated and pro- 
moted (this concerns not only technical literature, but also 
philosophical and political literature and belles-lettres 

All students must allowed access literature such 
as, for example, that classified the university library 
Libri Prohibiti. 

The Marxist world view must developed com- 
petition with abstract For this purpose 
consider necessary that students should fully informed 
non-Marxist philosophical theory. 


philosophy. 


Facilities should provided for the importation 
wider scale Western films artistic merit. 
students should 
made possible and facilitated (both from the organizational 
and financial 


Visits foreign countries 


Publication plans should 
the demand for good literature 


urd 


revised- with regar 
for example, Capek, 
Seifert). view this the extravagant use paper for 
unnecessary printed matter and various propaganda ma- 


terial doubtful value should considerably curtailed. 


wrong and undignified make 
changes other than minor corrections from the linguistic 
point view published literary works (for example, 
the omission parts Capek’s War the Newts) 


consider 


Vi. 


Certain things are not clear our public life, and 
therefore 


Questions 


demand that the following questions 
answered: 


from their present activities that the 
function the other parties the national front purely 
formal. 


assume 


are not clear regarding the ownership and man- 
agement the Jachymov mines and the uranium resources, 
question often encounter. 

The privileged position Soviet citizens 
Jachymov mines and elsewhere (Soviet School Prague 

demand that our resolution with its comments and 
questions discussed and that informed writing 
the results the proceedings. 
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precisely among those who are the hope Communism, 
the country’s youth which has been indoctrinated for eight 
years, that the most violent protests against the regime 
have appeared. 


Resolution Education 


One the complaints the students was that Cen- 
tral Committee resolution the improvement educa- 
tion passed April had not been published. The 
press admitted that this was mistake. Praca, May 18, 
stated: the resolution the the CPCS 
the higher standards and future development higher 
education was passed early April, several weeks ago, 
the students did not know about since had not been 
published. Smena, May 17, published full, and the 
students found that the resolution solves essential part 
demands pertaining their studies.” 

fact, the resolution the does such thing, 
evidenced the continued student agitation after its pub- 
lication. document couched the most general 
language, calling high-mindedly for improvement educa- 
tional standards, but ignoring most the students’ de- 
nands for improvements the schools, and ignoring all 
demands for increased political freedom. The major points 
congruence between the resolution and those the 
students the call for more contact with the intellectual 
life capitalist countries, and the improvement library 
facilities. The resolution, however, makes hint 
the abolition the practice forbidding books inimical 
Communist dogma, students have demanded. 


Party Conference 


National Conference the Czechoslovak Communist 
Party was held June 11-15. Party Conference officially 
second importance only Congress; differs from 
the latter that does not “elect” new Central Com- 
mittee and Central Auditing Commission. 

The materials for full analysis the Conference are 
not yet available. full report the Conference together 
with history the Czechoslovak Party will appear 
this next issue.) Among the Conference 
speeches already received, one the most important was 
delivered Deputy Premier Vaclay Kopecky, Radio 
Prague, June 14. Its major purpose apparently was call 
halt the spreading fire criticism, protest and demand 
from students and writers. represents attempt 
reassert the absolute primacy the Party. The official 
stated: 


“The condemnation the cult the individual does 
not mean that the Party line has changed, some Com- 
rades thought. The Party line was correct all periods, 
was correct the time Gottwald’s leadership. will 
remain valid until the great task constructing Socialism 
accomplished. Various criticisms which were aimed 
against Leninist principles must rejected. People 
took part the discussions who tried subvert Party 


discipline and solve problems outside the Party. was 
correct, however, for the not limit the freedom 
discussion. 


The Party can now move the direction 


overcoming wavering and breaking various ideological 
and political conceptions spread petit-bourgeois ele- 
ments and often inspired enemies. 

“It has already been pointed out that special attention 
should paid writers and university students. The 
April Congress was misused some attack 
the regime obviously they had waited for this oppor- 
tunity for some years. our surprise had listen 
impassioned pleas for liberalism even from followers So- 
cialist realism. Radio Free Europe now obviously wait- 
ing for the moment when start persecuting writers 
who attacked our regime the Congress. But waits 
vain. The writers themselves must clear their attitude 

“As you all know, various demands were made some 
universities, cleverly formulated politically and 
times provocatively aimed against our People’s Democratic 
regime and against the Party. For example, the demands 
were against lectures Marxism-Leninism universities 
and for academic freedom. These students should under- 
stand that they are not viewing their education the light 
the needs society. The universities cannot 
allowed stand isolated outside the body our society.” 


Another speaker the Conference, Interior Minister 
Rudolf Barak, denounced reactionary elements the 
Congress. stressed, however, that the demands 
“Socialist must met all phases Czecho- 
slovak life. reiterated the now-common attack 
Slansky violator “Socialist legality,” and stated that 
since 1953, 25,988 persons had been released from prison 
amnesty. 


Personnel Changes 


shuffle Ministers and the amalgamation some 
Ministries were announced recently. Among the more im- 
portant changes were the dismissal Ladislav Stoll 
Minister Culture and Vaclav Ales Prosecutor-Gen- 
eral. Stoll, who had been blamed the recent Writers’ 
Congress for the imposition Stalinist oppression and 
sterility Czechoslovak literature, was made Minister 
Culture 1954. remains member the Party’s 
Central Committee. The dismissal Ales line with 
the current much-publicized drive for the abolition the 
violations “Socialist now admitted have 
scarred Czechoslovak life. Ales was made Prosecutor Gen- 
erai February 1953; had previously been one the 
prosecutors the Slansky trial. now replaced 
former Justice Minister Jan Bartuska. 

The Ministerial reorganization was announced First 
Party Secretary Antonin Novotny, speech the Party 
Conference, Radio Prague, June 11. stated that the 
Ministry Culture will abolished and joint Ministry 
Education and Culture established. This headed 
the present Education Minister, Frantisek Kahuda. 
addition, the Ministries Agriculture, State Farms, and 
parts the Ministry Forests and Wood Industry will 
merged into new Ministry Agriculture and Wood In- 
dustry; the Ministry Purchases abolished and 
joint Ministry Food Industry and Purchases Agricul- 
tural Products established; the Ministry Light Industry 
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will renamed the Ministry Consumer Goods, and in- 
clude the forestry industries. These changes, Novotny said, 
are “part the decision decentralize and simplify the 
State apparatus.” 

Pursuant this reorganization, Radio Prague, June 15, 
announced that Minister Agriculture Krutina 
had been removed from his post and appointed Secretary 
the Party Central Committee, position had held 
before his appointment the Agricultural Ministry 
October 1955. 


Quality Control Inspector 


Ludas Matyi (Budapest), December 1955 


Hungary 
The Thaw Takes Shape 


Developments May corroborated earlier signs that 
“thaw” was coming Hungary. the middle the 
month the regime had noticeably increased efforts 
improve the living standard, curtail bureauracy, decentral- 
ize management and mitigate the atmosphere terror 
and fear which prevailed all sectors national life. 
series decrees issued the Council Ministers 
contained some the main aspects the Party-sponsored 
liberalization. Nepszava (Budapest), May 22, reported 
that the Council Ministers had expanded the rights 
district councils with regard enterprises under their 
supervision. The councils can now grant special leaves, 
wage increases, job transfers and leaves absence exceed- 
ing three months. Previously these matters had come under 
the jurisdiction the ministries. 

another decree, the Council Ministers instructed all 
State officials, from ministries down enterprises, take 
measures for simplifying administration. According 
Radio Budapest, May 26, the decree emphasizes that far 
more authority than hitherto must given factory 
managers and local councils: “Unnecessary 
interference the work factory managers and local 
councils some ministries and State organs must cease. 
Both the State apparatus and enterprises, units 
[which are unnecessarily divided] which duplicate work, 
must merged and the unnecessary units abolished.” 

With respect raising the living standard, the Council 
Ministers established basic minimum wage 650 
forint for piece-rate workers and workers paid the hour 
month. (This seems include the majority industrial 
workers). The decree specifically excluded agricultural 
workers. second decree applying labor reduced the 
working hours people employed jobs “detrimental 
health.” Nepszava, May 22, announced that, June 
the work was reduced “42, and some jobs 
36” hours per week. 

The Council Ministers passed 
the recent Polish measure 


similar 
aimed easing regulations 
abortion. The Cabinet also announced that had 
recommended the Presidential Council that certair 
minor offenses “hitherto treated crimes should classi- 
fied the future regular offenses punishable mone- 
tary fines.” 


Parliament's Role Reviewed 


Following the first criticisms parliamentary procedure 
May (see NBIC, June 1956, 54), further discussion 
arose the question parliament’s “constitutional role.” 
employee the Hungarian Chemical Works declared 
(Radio Budapest, May 18) that unly formal discussion 
took place the National Assembly. 
changed. 


“This must 
[Representatives] should tell about 
good work being done the National Assembly and the 
government, but they should also tell they think the 


government wrong. They should report to-the govern- 
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ment there anything the people don’t like, and explain 
May 31, published commentary Ferenc Reszegi, 
who strongly condemned the National Assembly’s enforced 
inactivity. said that the National Assembly often 
learned decrees issued the Presidium only after they 
had become effective. “Copies the bills presented the 
National Assembly the Council Ministers were dis- 
tributed beforehand, but partly because lack 
time, and partly because their superficiality, they could 
not thoroughly discussed. This fact also violation 
the Constitution and the standing orders the House.” 


Demands for More Less Repression 


Commentaries the need mitigate the atmosphere 
fear also continued appear the Party press. Szabad 
Nep (Budapest), May 28, remarked that past experiences 
had shown that peop'e regarded the worker files 
offices “some sort black book.” The news- 
paper added that “even today there are great many 
distorted remarks and errors the files. These can 
corrected only long and painstaking work, but must 
done. many plants, personnel managers acted like 
petty kings and, led their personal prejudices they 
unfairly branded large number decent workers 
dismissed them from their jobs.” 

Particular attention being paid the intelligentsia 
the anti-fear campaign. part the drive win over 
intellectuals, Szabad Nep, May 25, conceded that they 
had been subjected many injustices past years. “Party 
functionaries often considered the intellectuals’ justified 
criticism attack against the Party State leader- 
ship and failed examine whether the criticism was 
correct. Instead, they investigated the person find 
out who his father was and what his past was like. 
There was time when people did not dare speak 
frankly because fear the consequences. This 
atmosphere must changed.” 

Similarly, Szabad Nep, June claimed that people who 
had been the West during the war had been treated 
unfairly: “By four methods] forced certain people 
deny that they had been the West that they 
had been expelled from the Party the course member- 
ship revisions.” 

The problem so-called “class enemies has also been 
discussed connection with the relationship between 
Socialist and the class struggle. May 26, 
Szabad Nep defined the latest Party line editorial 
calling for continued “class struggle” within the frame- 
work the “rule law.” Szabad Nep said: 


“We hear views with which cannot 
Some people suggest that ‘discontinue’ the class struggle 
and adopt policy peaceful coexistence with the class 
enemy and eliminate ‘class enemy,’ ‘class 
alien’ from our public life. course, these views are 
spread members the former exploiting classes. 

“In order wage successful class struggle, must 
take into consideration the profound changes that have 
taken place our society and also the ranks the class 


enemy years. may not violate our own 


“Radio ‘Free Europe, weapon the ‘cold war,’ combines evil- 
doing slander with spying.” [Figure center holds beaker marked 
“bacteria”; microphone identified belonging Radio Free 


Europe]. Krokodil (Moscow), February 29, 1956 


laws, even when dealing with former exploiters. Action 
must taken only against those who oppose our laws 
who commit crimes. The fact belonging the class 


another article legality, Szabad Nep, May 22, com- 
plained that the past the judiciary passed sentences 
which were too severe. “Often workers who went astray 
were given long prison terms for petty crimes.” Szabad 
Nep blamed this “shortcoming” the fact that judges 
submitted the interference State and local authorities 
and “did not form independent opinions.” The news- 
paper also pointed out that investigation records often 
“exaggerated the the accused and omitted 
mitigating circumstances. They only contained the con- 
fession the accused and material evidence.” the 
course the article, Szabad Nep reiterated the warning 
made several times during the month: “It clear that 
social background itself not crime.” 

June 11, Deputy Minister Interior Tibor Pocze 
published article Szabad Nep discussing the elimina- 
tion certain police abuses and faults which still persist. 
With regard the latter, Pocze stated that the police often 
take people into custody unnecessarily and treat the people 
brutally: “These phenomena show that there 
members the police force who have not properly under- 
stood things: the policeman must serve the working people 

and not vice-versa. Because this, are waging 
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determined and energetic fight put end mistakes. 

All policemen who break the law whether their 
offense small big—will called account. Thus, 
former police staff sergeant Mulicz was court-martialled 
for assaulting citizen.” 


Concern with Youth's Problems 


The problems youth were discussed recent Central 
Committee meeting the Youth Union. Szabad Nep, May 
22, reported that the meeting had decided call nation- 
wide youth conference (no date was given) and had dis- 
cussed the need for urgent measures improve the present 
situation certain categories young people, 
those between 14-18 years age who are unable find 
jobs continue their education: 


“Each year, about thirty thousand young people who 
finish the eighth grade cannot find place either 
secondary technical schools because limited oppor- 
tunities. Many them are without work. All this burdens 
them financially results idleness, boredom, loitering 
would advisable 
for the Council Ministers amend the labor code 


—the hotbeds delinquency. 


such way. that young people, beginning the age 
14, can employed plants. the same time, 
suggest that the farmers’ councils make possible for 
young people between 14-18 work kolkhozes with 
service certificates, even their parents are not kolkhoz 
members.” 


June Szabad Nep carried the text resolution 
the Central Committee the Youth Union 
urged closer ties with Yugoslavia, and strong 
and 


which 

“Let everything acquaint Hungarian youth with 
the situation Yugoslavia and restore friendly 
relations with Yugoslav youth. Criticism 
criticism are giving impetus the development our 
union. want create young people who will scourge 
mistakes courageously and relentlessly; want raise 
young people with firm backbones and frank opinions, 
who are not afraid voice their views and who, 
mistakes will not hesitate for moment take fight- 
ing stand. Our Central Committee will not tolerate the 
harming anyone our ranks because his opinions. 
the contrary, say: have fear, you oppressors criticism, 
you who try thwart young people’s imagination.” 


Courts and Interests 


More information the new social courts established 
Hungarian factories appeared Nepszava, May (see 
NBIC, June issue, p.55). The newspaper stated that the 
courts have supervision over violations labor discipline 
and damages inflicted public and private property. 
The courts may also deal with other types offenses. 
“The selection cases will made the trade union 
committees which will see that the factory managers 
take those cases the social court which offer the greatest 
Members the court will 
elected the plant collective and will serve one year. The 
courts will permitted give oral written reprimands, 
recommend that the accused reclassified lower 


possibilities.” 


category dismissed, and compel the accused pay 


damages. “If necessary, the case may transferred 


regular court.’ 
The Party press has also continued demand that 
“The 


conciliatory attitude which still prevails 


unions defend worker interests. compromising and 


many shop 


committees must eliminated,” said Szabad Nep, May 26. 


“Trade unions should definitely demand 
board 


as 


directors the iron workers’ union that 


workers’ supplies, and cultural provisions with 


ministers comply with social welfare, 


least 


much conscientiousness they carry out production plans. 


Patriotic Front Expanded 


the past month, greater emphasis has also been placed 
efforts revive the Patriotic People’s Front 
expand its activities. May 22, Nepszava published the 
announcement that part the Hungarian 
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il 


Demo- 


cratic Association would merged with Front 
the 


women’s 


purpose fying administration and extending 
the 


dustrial plants will merged with the trade unions. Two 


impli 
simpli 
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days later, similar announcement was made with regard 


the National Peace Council, which “will continue its 
work within the framework the These 
measures had been announced Rakosi his May 


speech. The First Party Secretary also called upon the 
Hungarian-Soviet Society “establish closer with 
the Patriotic People’s Front, and declared that contrary 
previous “misconceptions” the Front must clearly manifest 


“Party 


“In 1954, there was trend which sought make the 


Patriotic People’s Front oppose the Party, as a result of 


which some our comrades looked with mistrust 
and often avoided joining it. This situation must now 
changed and Communists within the Front must com- 
pletely adopt the proper Party policy, thereby turning the 
organization into living movement which based the 
worker-peasant alliance and which will embrace all the 


mass 


orgal ions and all the patriotic and 


forces our country. 


Writers Oppose 


Recent literary statements the thaw have been directed 


against isolation from Western culture and travel restric- 


tions. Ujsag (Budapest), June published 
long article 


a young author, Sando1 Fekete, who ae- 


manded broader cultural exchanges with the West and 
tion Hungary Western books and moti 
Fekete 


Yugoslav culture and Hungarian attempts deny that such 
thing Yugoslav culture existed. Fekete stated: 


wider circula 


pictures. also assailed isolation from 


“For years heard that there was significant 
literature art the West, but hardly had the oppor- 
tunity learn anything about literature 
art. much has been written about the moral de- 
cadence Hollywood that not surprising that some 


beginning 


money spent these articles 


Some of the 


expenses for travel, printing, 


people are to have the ir doubts 


paper and labor—could spent 
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these films. Most probably would find that some 
them are neither poison nor opium but artistic creations. 
demand visas for the culture the whole world. 
must let hundreds and thousands readers par- 


ticipate the customs examinations.” 


The same issue Ujsag published article 

Tibor Tardos, who demanded freedom travel. Tardos 
quote stanzas Poem for Adults, the famous document 
the thaw Polish poet Adam Wazyk (see NBIC, 
January 1956), and claimed that he, too, was pained 
when was confronted with distortions truth. Tardos 
said that recent article woman journalist had an- 
noyed him considerably. The woman had been indignant 
when young engineer told her that would like spend 
six months abroad. She adopted the attitude that engineers 
who had not done “enough” for their country should not 
travel. this, Tardos replied: “All young people have 
there 
anything our present-day youth constantly reiterates, 
is: travel, see, compare, survey, bring back 
home and, result, think clearly and courageously 
like adult.” 


desire travel and learn new things. 


Injustice Villages Criticized 


Two the most outspoken criticisms the thaw were 
directed the Party’s policy enforced collectivization 
One the attacks, Tamas Aczel, 
leader the literary rebellion, condemned the atmosphere 
fear and insecurity which prevailed Hungarian vil- 
lages. Writing Beke Szabadsag (Budapest), May 16, 
Aczel declared: 


the countryside. 


“Peasants have been unjustly classified kulaks 
people who did not know what they were doing. The 
people the village have sunk into insecurity, de- 
fenselessness, and being the mercy some- 
hing. There are few people who been 
hurt some way. The shortening Christmas and 
Easter holidays had an adverse effect. . . . It did not 
weaken but instead strengthened religious feelings. For 
instance, school told that Easter 
Monday, which had been declared ordinary school day, 
wrong that irresponsible remarks which, many instances 
are purely libelous, are added the files and 
remain there sprung innocent, unsuspecting vic- 

was graduated from agricultural academy Denmark. 


Therefore, usually corrected the silly stories about the 


terrible plight Danish peasants. various occa- 
sions, was warned give his ‘anti-Soviet’ agitation 

Small wonder that kept his mouth shut and re- 
tired into his family circle. 


“It utterly impossible situation when representa- 
tive the county and district can claim infallibility and 
judge the quick and the dead, and have his decisions con- 
sidered final. What the source these excesses? 

freedom speech and criticism, reprisals for their as- 
sertion.” 


The Budapest newspaper, Termeloszovetkezet (“Kolk- 


Coraz jedzie odwiedziny 


Inscription: 
relatives.” 


“More and more persons abroad visit their 
Caption: “And took such great care prove that 


Trybuna Wolnosci (Warsaw), May 20, 1956 


May described meeting farmers the follow- 
ing words: 


“As was expected, nobody admitted being against So- 
cialist agriculture, whereupon the chairman got and 
announced: unanimous vote, the agricultural group 
most the group wasn’t there, and those present did not 
say they wanted join kolkhoz and only said that they 
didn’t oppose the government... policy. ... Most of the 
peasants refuse recognize such decisions arrived 
cunning and continue work their own. When 
visited the kolkhoz only eight the 195 families were 
working, and impossible for such small number 
till the soil properly, even with the help the tractor 
station. certain that this year they will produce less 
than they did last year, when they worked the same 
area land their own. Peasants who protest against 
joint farming are robbed their equipment. sev- 
eral instances, peasant’s horse was forcibly driven away 
and his equipment appropriated: Briefly speaking, the 
working peasants have been liquidated.” 


Debt Yugoslavia Settled 


May 29, the Hungarian government finally concluded 
agreement with Yugoslavia settlement its financial 
debts. Szabad Nep (Budapest), May 30, announced that 
Hungary had promised deliver million dollars worth 
goods Yugoslavia equal installments over period 
five years. The payments are consist capital goods 
(railroad cars and agricultural and soil improvement equip- 
ment) and consumer goods. The agreement, Szabad Nep 
said, “renders possible the broad expansion economic 
and trade relations the interests both countries.” 
Another agreement Hungarian-Yugoslav technical and 
scientific cooperation was signed the same date. 
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The financial settlement heralds new stage Hun- 
garian-Yugoslav relations and probably partly came 
the result Moscow’s pressure First Party Secretary 
Rakosi conciliate the Tito government. 
attempt financial settlement was made September 
1955, but that time the Hungarian regime was ap- 
parently unwilling accede demands; nego- 
tiations between the two countries were broken off, and 
the Hungarian government insisted that “Yugoslav claims 
were neither justified nor equitable.” June Szabad 
Nep announced that the total Hungarian debt Yugo- 
slavia had amounted 115 million dollars (25 million for 
unfulfilled contracts provide Yugoslavia with capital 
goods and million war reparations), but that the 
Yugoslav government had reduced the sum one third. 
Earlier, unofficial estimates had set the Hungarian debt 
140 million dollars. 


Poland 
Continuation the Thaw 


Discussions the need for greater legality 
secrecy Polish national life have continued, providing 
further documentation the thaw. April 18, for ex- 
ample, the Presidium the Central Council Trade 
Unions called for end the practice preparing con- 
fidential reports employees. The Presidium claimed that 
this practice was not based any “legal” requirement 
and was contrary “principles regarding the openness 
public The Trade Union Council therefore re- 
quested the Council Ministers prohibit preparations 
such reports, instruct work establishments destroy 
the secret files which existed, and give employees the 
right appeal the workers’ councils report them 
seemed unjust. 

May 20, Radio Warsaw discussed the subject 
questionnaires given prospective employees and claimed 
that the fear aroused individual because extensive 
checks his past activities was slowly being eliminated: 

“Today, children are longer burdened with the sin 

the social origin their parents. the prob- 
having been amnestied longer what was few years 
ago. The complex check [questions poisoned 
the life thousands honest working people has de- 
clined. Despite this, great many employees continue 
be in fear of the omnipotence of personnel managers. This 
vestige from the years when personnel managers 
hired and fired employees according their whim. These 
psychological obstacles will completely disappear 
personnel offices switch new work methods.” 


Radio Warsaw, May 22, reported article 
Express Ilustrowany (Lodz), which maintained that court 
sentences given workers for violating labor discipline 
were usually unfair the accused. The newspaper recom- 
mended that these cases heard factory arbitration 
commissions. Similarly, Glos Pracy (Warsaw), May 18, 
recommended that the new penal code eliminate regula- 
tions concerning labor discipline. “We are the opinion,” 


the trade union paper said, “that the time has come 
repeal the legal provisions safeguarding labor discipline 

these [provisions] are increasingly coming into con- 
flict with the present conditions and demands life.” 
Radio Warsaw, June 10, reported that the Central Trade 
Union Council had submitted proposal repeal the 
law. 

The question workers’ rights was also the subject 
Radio Warsaw program, June which stated that “alarm- 
ing statistics the state safety and hygiene measures 
factories were revealed meeting the Sejm [parlia- 
ment] committee work and health. Decrees concerning 
these measures are not being implemented the compe- 
tent authorities, and funds for this purpose are often used 
purchase raw materials and boost production.” 


Elimination police abuses and violations the legal 
code was the subject article the April issue the 
Party’s theoretical organ Nowe Drogi (Warsaw). The 
periodical emphasized that was not possible “fulfill the 
tasks the proletarian dictatorship, gain the participa- 
tion the broadest masses people for Socialist construc- 
tion, shape the new Socialist nation, the new man, 
legality not the means and the method exerting au- 
thority. Violation legality, matter what field 
takes place, even with regard the enemy, immediately 
creates tendency violate legality general.” 

Radio May 13, reported discussions re- 
cent plenum the Central Board the Association 
Polish Lawyers. The commentator stated that the main 
topic discussion was “how restore confidence the 
justice,” and that the plenum’s resolution 
pointed out that “in addition continuing the rehabilita- 
tion campaign, another urgent issue the setting 
broader legal foundations compensate the rehabilitated 
citizens for material losses.” The resolution also insisted 
that the “complete independence” judges was “pre- 
requisite for the rule 


“In this connection, imperative resist all attempts 
exert pressure the judiciary and implement the 
earliest possible date the principle the permanency 
judges. The Central Board the Polish Lawyers’ As- 
sociation urges that individuals responsible for the violation 
law, and those who have proved unfit for their posts, 
removed from the ranks judges. also demands 
that the principles administrative proceedings brought 
date and strictly observed, that supreme advocates’ 
council be established through elections. .. .” 


Although the regime has issued innumerable statements 
the importance decreasing police terror and adopting 
more humane attitude towards the population, recent 
article Slowo Powszechne (Warsaw), June revealed 
that the Party often not backing its words with deeds. 
The newspaper strongly criticized the new penal code 
being reminiscent the Stalinist period, despite assertions 
the contrary. Slowo Powszechne pointed out, for exam- 
ple, that the new code provides capital punishment for 
many different crimes. Earlier regime announce- 
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ments completion the draft code had asserted that 
virtually abolished the death penalty: 


“In general, should said that the draft increases 
punitive sanctions instances armed robbery, abuse 
public property, and bribery when the offense committed 
employee who responsible position. The draft 
the new code also increases punitive sanctions many 
other instances. For example, the so-called whispered 
propaganda was punishable the old code imprison- 
The new draft 
provides imprisonment for one more years for the same 


ment ranging from one week five years. 


crime. 
“Articles 301 and 
the past period; they provide the rigid norm capital 


punishment the sole penalty for offenses. 


The draft, which expresses humanitarian principles, states 
that the death penalty exceptional. However, this does 
not change the fact that the draft provides for capital 
punishment specific instances, and that this num- 
ber two instances are punishable only death. 

“The sentence life imprisonment abolished. How- 
ever, the deprivation individual freedom for term 
years, which constitutes the limit, real change? For 
practice shows that life imprisonment never lasted more 
than twenty years, and ended with the release natural 
death of the prisoner before he completed the sentence.” 


Law Cancel State Debts 


According Radio Warsaw broadcast, June the 
forthcoming issue the Journal Laws will contain 
Council Ministers’ decree cancellation 
certain debts to the State. “According to the Ministry of 
Health, this decree has special importance for the health 
service because payments owed for hospital treatment could 
only the Minister Health. 
The cancellation sums owed smallholders and small 


cancellec 


artisans was possible only the basis information avail- 
able local councils. Prolonged and tiresome bureaucratic 
Over 5,000 
cases this kind are now pending the Ministry 


Health.” 


procedures developed the result this. 


Discussion Anti-Semitism 


what marked end long silence the problem 
anti-Semitism, the Polish Swiat, Poprostu and 
Przeglad Kulturalny recently began discuss existing dis- 
crimination against the 50,000 Jews left Poland. These 
articles, some which were reprinted the Party organ 
Trybuna Ludu, pointed the uncombated survival 
anti-Semitic feelings among the Polish population and 
criticized the Party’s policy condoning and, occasion, 
encouraging anti-Semitism for purposes its own. 

Poprostu (Warsaw), May 20, printed excerpts from the 
diary Hanka Jewish refugee from France 
who returned Poland the end 1953. The diary dis- 
cusses the nature present-day anti-Semitism 
continued resistance Polish society acceptance 
Jews. Poprostu quoted the following 

Goldberg 
great swine. The Jews, damn it, even without 


“Anti-Semitism begins when one says: 


fications, push themselves into all the important positions.’ 


Such generalization characteristic anti-Semitism and 
racism 

“Do tell how long people will able think 
terms: ‘mine,’ ‘ours,’ ‘dear Poland’ when the same time 
they are rebuked: ‘Why are you interfering, you Jew?’ 
Poland not abstraction. does not mean only recon- 
struction Warsaw, Nowa Huta the people’s rule; 
Poland means above all, the people among whom you are 
living, with whom you rejoice, with whom you suffer. 


other entries the diary accuses the Party evading 
the Jewish problem and ignoring anti-Semitic manifesta- 
tions. “Why it,’ Hanka writes, “that the 
anti-Semitism propagated not mentioned 
all?” The author also deplores the failure non-Jewish 
Poles attend commemorating the Warsaw 
Ghetto uprising, and adds: 


possible explain the fact that the history 
textbook for fifth-grade students, not word said about 
the heroic uprising the Warsaw Ghetto? Why don’t 
they tell children that young people and Polish patriots 
hastened help the heroic fighters the Ghetto? Why 
these moments common fight against the enemy 
stressed? Why are these facts mentioned only Jewish 
newspapers and Jewish rallies? 

“Why The explanation was given both re- 
volting and false. was told: ‘How many Jews are there 
left 
worth while mentioning it.’ 


Therefore isn’t even 
This disgusting and cruel. 
Since when human suffering measured numbers? 
However, this opinion not only cruel, also false. 
false because this not only Jewish problem, but 
also, and should say above all, Polish problem. Into 
what sort Socialist citizen will child turn who now still 
listens and repeats the phrase: ‘mangy Jew’ and 
the ZMP [Youth 
explains that this abominable, inhuman feel- 
ing propagated fascists, feeling hostile People’s Po- 
land?” 


Another article anti-Semitism, Jerzy Broszkiewicz, 
was printed Przeglad Kulturalny and reprinted Try- 
buna Ludu June Declaring that anti-Semitism has 
crossed the threshold many houses, Broszkiewicz dis- 
cussed both overt and camouflaged hostility towards Jews. 
mentioned the destruction Jewish graves late 
1945 and whispered slanders against the Jews. “It 
only from time time that some dullard will shout 
what was whispered him wiser men than he. For 
instance: ‘We elect any them the National 
Council.’ 
Jews.’ 
country, the voice which disgrace our country.” 
Broszkiewicz then described the prevalence anti-Semi- 
tism: 


Then someone else will shout: ‘Down with the 
this way, the voice racism revived our 


You may see leaning against mahogany glass 
cupboard, bending over the collective work benches, 
third-rate tavern, and even the site some the great 
projects the Six Year Plan. And who can give 
guarantee that has not crossed the thresholds Party 
Committees? This fact would mean the penetration 
Party ranks every thought, every tendency contradic- 


tory the basic premises the workers’ movement, 
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hostile the principles and laws Communist morality. 
The information have gathered points irrefutably the 
following: there are cases when Party yield 
the pressure alien and hostile tendencies. What 
worse, sometimes certain obscurantist, nationalist, medieval 
tendencies are camouflaged under slogans national unity. 
opinion, this the topic the day.” 


Poprostu (Warsaw), May 27, printed article Jan 
Lipski entitled “Who Was Mr. Bernard?” which provided 
further documentation the Party’s formerly evasive atti- 
towards the Jewish question. The article deals with 
the recent publication the “Recollections Hanka 
Sawicka,” well-known Communist activist murdered 
the Gestapo during the German Occupation. Lipski calls 
attention the fact that the not men- 
tion Sawicka’s Jewish origin and declares that this omis- 
sion was deliberate: 


“Passing over silence Mr. Bernard’s last name [Ber- 
nard was Hanka Sawicka’s father and well-known Com- 
was caused the fact this name points their 
Jewish origin. Their name was Shapiro. Ideologists and 
self-appointed tacticians came the conclusion that this 
concealment would constitute weapon—in fact, almost 
banner—against the anti-Semitic attitude certain back- 
ward circles. Yet since when ideological battles consist 
retreating positions occupied the enemy? Since 
when are Communists supposed consider the Jewish 
origin their Comrades embarrassing fact which should 
concealed? frightening follow the path men- 
tal aberration which has led this conviction and which 
has finally caused actual capitulation the reactionary, 
zoological, four-legged cretin, Anti-Semite. The natural 
consequence such capitulation is, for instance, the tragic 
case the ‘Jewish’ doctors, the writers who were 
blamed for speaking Yiddish.” 


Although the large majority Poland’s Jews are non- 
Communist and eager emigrate Israel, number have 
occupied prominent posts the postwar administration. 
The appearance the above articles the present time 
may intended assurance Jewish Communists 
that the recent demotion Jakub Berman and the dis- 
missal other high-ranking Jews the Security Police 
will not lead large-scale purge Jews. 


Congress Economists 


the first postwar Congress Polish Economists, which 
opened June Professor Oscar Lange delivered 
address the 800 participants. stated that past treat- 
ment Communist economic problems had been super- 
ficial and inadequate because excessive bureaucratization 
and lack access statistical data. Lange said that 
theoretical research had not been linked with practical 
economic tasks and that and moral appeals and 
administrative orders” had “replaced attempts investiga- 
ting economic Lange concluded that progress 
the postwar period had been made only two economic 
fields—agricultural research and the history economic 
thought; economic research general, said, was both 
schematic and dogmatic. 


The second official speaker the three-day Congress 
was Professor Edward Lipinski, who discussed the in- 
adequacy centralized planning. Claiming that such 
planning must inevitably mechanical and contain mis- 


Lipinski suggested 


takes and 
planning should accompany centralized planning and 
coordinated with it. Both Lipinski and Lange followed the 
Party’s present line against overcentralization and bureau- 
cracy and made startling statements about future eco- 
nomic developments. 

The discussion which followed the speeches was some- 
what more lively. Economist Stefan Kurowski said that 
the achievements the Polish economic sciences were 
negligible and that the level instruction universities 
and economic schools was low. complained that crea- 
tive research had been replaced uncritical attitude 
toward Soviet economic science and abundant use 
quotations, and that the economist lacked freedom ex- 
press his thoughts. Kurowski also opposed the monopoly 
“one school” economic thought. 

Another economist, Professor Faberkiewicz, questioned 
the theory the priority heavy industry. said that 
this theory was correct for the USSR, which had extensive 
natural resources, but that its acceptance Poland “would 
lead disturbances our economic system.” Another 
speaker, Professor Popkiewicz, criticized Polish economic 
leaders for failing understand the nation’s economic 
problems, and economist Andrzej Brzeski called for more 
freedom economic research. cautioned, however, 
that there should freedom voice opinions against 
the “Socialist transformation” the country, although 
demanded more access Western methods economic 
research. 

Towards the end the meeting Professor Wlodzimierz 
Brus delivered lecture which advocated the restora- 
tion the law supply and demand the means 
determining prices and values: “The role the law 
value the regulating factor market relations finds 
its external expression the fact that market prices are 
established the basis supply and demand. The price 
which does not balance the supply and the demand is, 
fact, Although Brus maintained that restoration 
this theory would not lead the overthrow planned 
economy, several other speakers insisted that would. 
Maximilian Pohorille declared that adoption the theory 
would lead system based free competition, which 
the main feature capitalism, while Henryk Francuz 
stated that had the impression that some economists 
wanted “patch up” difficulties because they were unable 
discern the real cause the weakness Polish economic 
sciences. 

Oscar Lange summed the discussion stating that 
the correct way eliminate economic shortcomings was 
through decentralization and greater freedom for creative 
research. bring economists into closer touch with 
economic practice, the meeting decided establish, the 
Premier’s Office, special Economic Council well-known 
economists. The Council have the right give its opin- 
ion various economic decisions made the government. 
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Collective Farm Congress 


speech the Second Congress Collective Farms, 
May 26-28, First Party Secretary Ochab announced that 
Poland has total 10,600 kolkhozes with 220,000 
members. Minister Agriculture Kuligowski, who de- 
livered the main report, supplemented this information 
stating that far 600 new collectives had been formed 
1956 and that the old collectives had been joined 18,000 
new members. (Kuligowski failed add, however, that 
the same period 6,000 peasants left the kolkhozes. This 
admission was made agricultural expert Jerzy Tepicht 
[Nowa Kultura, May who claimed that the present 
tempo collectivization still too slow and that, the 
current rate, 30-35 years will needed complete the 

Kuligowski also gave details the size collective 
farms. said that, the end 1955, 2,360 collectives 
were under 100 hectares, 2,713 were between 100-200 
hectares, and 3,615 were over 200 hectares. Only 373 
collectives were larger than 500 hectares. With regard 
the collective livestock population, Kuligowski claimed 
that, the past two years, the number cattle had in- 
creased from 125,000 221,000 and the hog population 
had doubled and now totalled 356,000. 1955, the average 
income from work collectives was alleged have been 
3,200 zlotys cash and about twenty quintals grain. 
“The achievements the collectives,” Kuligowski said, 
beyond doubt that the road taken the Party 
the correct one.” 

and First Deputy Premier Zenon Nowak 
discussed the inadequate supply farm machinery. Ku- 
ligowski stated that collective members are justified 
demands “that factories and central managements bear 
full responsibility for the the machines 
also said that collectives had the right 
claim indemnification for losses due the poor work 
tractor stations. Nowak referred various other short- 
comings on, collective farms and promised increased aid 
farm building. said that 1956 credits for collectives 
will amount 215 million zlotys and that the State will 
cover percent the cost constructing new stables 
order create better conditions for livestock production. 


Decentralization Organization 


Nowak devoted part his speech the question 
“self-government” collectives. said that decentraliza- 
tion would effected transferring more authority 
local national councils. present, the Ministry Agri- 
culture controls about percent the funds for agri- 
culture, while the national councils control about per- 
cent; now promised that, the future, these propor- 
tions will reversed. Nowak emphasized, however, that 
enlarging the role the national councils agriculture 
much will depend their “attitude” and “efforts.” 
Until now, said, the national councils did not pay much 
attention the needs collective farms. 


Tepicht said that 9,000 peasants had joined the new kolkhozes. 


Nowak strongly condemned the attitude “ordering 
about” collectives and insisted the elimination 
circulars “which did not have any practical effect and which 
hampered work.” also urged greater responsibility 
for the chairmen collective farms. “If make 
necessary for the chairman 
executive committee 
very far.” 


consult members the 
every matter, will not 


Nowak concluded his speech stressing the importance 
further collectivization and warning those who at- 
tempted interfere this process that they would 
severely punished Ludu, May 30, 


“ 


struck those who tried hamper the 
present discussion, shall even more sharply and 
mercilessly strike those who are utilizing the wave 
discussion undermine the strength our Party, the 
strength our State, the strength our system, and the 
unity the people’s camp and friendship with the Soviet 
Union. Everyone who has any illusions about 
will receive such beating that will not try again. 
speak about this, because the enemy tries attack one 
the principal goals our program—the need for further 
reconstruction the village. necessary re- 
member that are fighting all that which weakens the 
Party and the worker-peasant alliance, too shall fight 
all those who, under the pretext discussion, are trying 
weaken and destroy the collectives.” 


the end the meeting, the Congress elected new 
Council Collective Farms. Previously, the Council was 
appointed the government. This change, well 
the emphasis decentralization and self-government, was 
obviously intended convey the new spirit “demo- 
cratization” now taking place Polish life. 


Latest Peasant Attitude Toward Collectivization 


The goal further collectivization was also stressed 
Chlopska Droga (Warsaw), May 7-13, which tried 
dispel “doubts” created policy reversals the Soviet 
Party Congress. example the present attitude 
the Polish peasantry, Chlopska Droga printed letter 
frora Lublin farmer who described discussions recent 
Party meeting attended Communists and non-Com- 
munists: “Various topics were discussed. Someone said 
that Stalin made many mistakes, then the establish- 
ment kolkhozes the USSR and Poland was also 
mistake. The same person voiced the hope that new 
collectives would not organized, and said that the fate 
existing collectives Another letter from 
farmer Koszalin Province said: news some 
the decisions the Congress reached our village, many 
peasants expressed chaotic opinions about collectives. 
repeat what heard: the idea urging join 
collective? Stalin criticized, something wrong with 
the cult the individual, there are personnel changes 
our administration, people are released from prison. 
many changes have taken place. Therefore, the possibility 
exists that the collectives will dissolved 

answer these hopes and “doubts,” Chlopska Droga 
pointed out that, despite past mistakes due the “cult 
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the individual,” the “general line the Bolshevik Party 
was right.” 

“We will not dissolve collectives—on the contrary, 
our task create new ones every month. The trans- 
formation our agricultural structure complicated 
problem which requires the long and patient enlighten- 
ment the peasants with the simultaneous emphasis 
the fact that the collectivization drive full recognition 
the principle ‘voluntariness’ will assured. The peas- 
ants are often prejudiced against new undertakings. How- 
ever, these preconceptions will gradually disappear. 


New "Catholic" Publication 

The first issue new weekly, Kierunki, organ 
gressive” Catholics, made its appearance May 20, 
following the merger the “Catholic” 
Tygodnik Powszechny and Dzis Jutro. The official reason 
given for the merger was that the two periodicals covered 
approximately the same subject matter and held the same 
viewpoint. 


two weeklies, 


Tygodnik Powszechny, published Cracow, was seized 
the Communists three years ago and turned over the 
group pro-regime Catholics headed Boleslaw Pia- 
secki. Jutro (Warsaw), formed the “progressive 
Catholics” after the war, was condemned the Vatican 
June 1955, along with book Essential Problems. 
Although the new weekly, Kierunki, contains masthead, 
edited the former staffs the liquidated weeklies. 
The first two issues the publication reflected the regime’s 
recent attempts conciliate the emigres and use the 
“progressive Catholic’ movement for gaining Catholic 
allies abroad. 

The first two issues Kierunki thus contained articles 
Polish exiles the West (one Zofia 
who lives England, and another Melchior Wankowicz, 
who resides the US). Kierunki, May 20, also printed 
article Piasecki, who reiterated previous statements 
the effect that Catholics are not “second-class” citizens 
but, the contrary, are “valuable Socialist 
phasizing that this “kind ally” appears wherever 
religious viewpoint confronted with Socialism,” Piasecki 
stated: 

“{In the category the non-Party man the man who, 
while acknowledging the leading role the Party 
and its program, has different, well-founded opinions 
matters dealing, for example, with culture 

ment brought about both Party and non-Party men. 
Hence these non-Party men have the rank 
gressive forces Socialism the capitalist states are look- 
ing for their counterparts the countries the proletarian 
dictatorship. For this reason, unless the Socialist camp 
has allies within its own camp, will unable find 


them outside. .. 
Bulgaria 


Regime Acts Control Ferment 


Signs Bulgarian “thaw” are few far, and the 


regime apparently resisting the tendencies that have 


developed other Satellites (see pp. 12-14). Unofficial re- 
ports coming out Bulgaria indicate the existence 
popular ferment which may ultimately force the regime 
further along the course already taken Poland, Czech- 
oslovakia and Hungary. New developments may come this 
month extraordinary session the National Assembly 
which had been scheduled convene the 30th June. 


Criticism" 


Rabotnichesko Delo (Sofia June 
emphasized that the Party “fully supports and encourages 
criticism,” 
not attack Party policies expect “bourgeois” 


editorial 
but warned dissident elements that they must 
liberties 
such freedom the press: 


“Criticism and self-criticism must all means en- 


} 


couraged, but must carried out within the frame- 


work the Party. must not allow alien and petty bour- 
geois elements attack the tested Party policy which has 
Such 


shakes the confidence the working people our correct 


been proven experience. destructive criticism 


Socialist cause.” 


The editorial said that certain elements, under pretense 
attacking the personality cult, had really been attempting 
“to abuse Party policy, undermine the authority the 
Central Committee, and destroy Party unity and 
cipline.” specified incident meeting Com- 
munists the Academy Sciences, when one Zwetan 
Kristanov “hinted that the entire Party policy the 
villages was vicious and made proposals which practice 
would lead the dissolution the thus far 
created.” said that Kristanov was expelled from the 
Party. 

Other 
journalists, were accused the same editorial advocat- 


intellectuals, particularly writers, painters and 


ing “freedom action, freedom criticism, freedom 
the press, and opposing the guidance the Central 
Committee. 

“What fact these foolish persons want? they 
want the press made free tribune which incorrect and 
anti-Party statements may published, statements 

unity and causing mistrust our 
ranks?” 


The following day the same paper attacked critics the 
industrial program. Against those who argued that the 
tempo industrial development was straining the economy, 
the paper replied that the Plan targets were attainable and 
that any change them would tend weaken the State. 


"Socialist Legality" 


Zemedelsko Zname (Sofia) carried front-page editorial 
May asking the local people’s councils and executive 
committees more scrupulous carrying out the col- 
lectivization program. complained that some rural coun- 
cils violate the peasants’ rights failing allocate land for 
Other 
organization the 


personal use new kolkhoz members. 
work collectives: 
distribution manpower and accounting for 


occur the 
planning, 
labor. their struggle create more favorable conditions 
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for some people’s councils also violate 
the rights and interests the private farmers. This 
incorrect. The People’s Councils are organs the State 
and such are obliged secure the same application 
the laws towards all The editorial also charged 
violations the safety and sanitary provisions the Labor 
Code mines, forests, State farms and machine tractor 
stations, resulting unnecessary accidents and illnesses. 


Tobacco Purchase Prices 


recent decree raises the State purchase prices for 
oriental tobacco percent (Rabotnichesko Delo, May 
24, 1956 


from leva per kilo for the highest quality down leva 


The new prices the Plovdiv region range 
for sixth quality. 
Romania 


Writer Expelled from Party for 


Despite developments elsewhere the area, the Roman- 
ian regime has continued resist liberalization and has 
taken harsh attitude towards manifestations discontent. 
This refusal tolerate thaw was demonstrated recently, 
when the writer Alexandru Jar was dismissed from the 
Party after criticized cultural policy meeting the 
Stalin district Bucharest and requested that the regime 
adopt less rigid line. Jar was not only rebuked the 
Bucharest meeting, but was bitterly denounced session 
the Party organization Bucharest writers, which met 
review his case. One one, almost all the authors 
who attended the session stood condemn Jar and 
pledge their support Party policy. 

Scinteia (Bucharest), June published the report issued 
the writers under the title: “Deviations from the Party 
Spirit: 

influences ideology are present taking con- 

crete shape among certain intellectuals, the form 

negative attitude towards the great economic and cultural 

achievements the People’s Democratic regime, at- 

politan bowing before all that backward and reac- 
tionary the culture capitalist countries certain 
idealistic and mystical tendencies and the tendency 
adopt uncritically the entire literature the past. 

Certain individuals with weak political training and 
under the influence foreign ideology are interpreting the 
easing tension the international field presenting 
implied cessation the ideological struggle and 
renunciation the principles Marxism-Leninism. These 
damaging ideas were categorically refuted the Second 
Congress the Romanian Workers’ Party, 
where was noted that there was question ‘pause’ 
the ideological struggle.” 


The report objected attempts minimize the achieve- 
ments Romanian Communist literature and stated that 
serious measures eliminate dogmatism and various other 
shortcomings had been taken far back 1953 and 
again 1955, when the writers had been given the oppor- 
tunity freely express their opinions and disclose mis- 
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takes. Because these measures, the report said, Roman- 


ian literature had continued develop successfully. “The 
[recent] diversionist attempts are expression bourgeois 
individualistic concepts literature.” 


"Vile 

The report then discussed the case Jar, accusing him 
uttering “vile slanders” against the Party, the Second 
Party Congress, the Central Committee and the mass 
Party members: 

“Starting from his own insincerity and 
wards the Party, and saying that had led ‘double life,’ 
Jar shamelessly attributed these traits all Party members, 
all Communists. falsely alleged that the Party educates 
Communists spirit cowardice. These are vile 

lies. Jar shamelessly made the slanderous remark that 
Party members are ‘thinking less and anarchis- 
tically opposed Party organs and their role educating 
and organizing Party members. opposed the Party in- 
junction that liberalism towards manifestations bour- 
geois ideology must combatted. Jar demanded that 
there end the struggle against liberalism. Slander- 
ing our intelligentsia, which sincerely attached the 
Party. Jar ‘warned’ that combatting liberalism would 
‘endanger’ the alliance the working class and the intelli- 
gentsia. Jar presented the literary situation bad 
light, and alleged that the period when the building 
Socialism started literary creation reached disastrous 
Jar’s outburst constitutes conscious and deliber- 
ately hostile attack against the Party.” 


The report stated that Jar had uttered the same slander- 
ous attacks recent interview published Gazeta Liter- 
ara and had voiced the “brazen lie” that certain writers 
were repressed the police. The report observed that 
Jar had tried gain prestige “demagogy” because 
could not gain prestige through his literary work. 
“Only due the excessive indulgence and weakness 
literary critics, was serious analysis made Jar’s literary 
productions. Certain writers [however] did criticize 
him for schematism, distortion facts and naturalism. 
The nationalist tendencies manifested one Jar’s works 
were not brought the public knowledge time. Some 
time ago, Jar became the exponent anarchistic bourgeois 
individualistic eruptions.” 

The report then complained that although Jar’s anti- 
Party outburst had been “categorically” condemned, some 
writers who “let themselves influenced foreign con- 
cepts” had failed take proper stand against him. This 
criticism was directed writer Mihail Davidoglu and 
Ion Vitner, “who not only failed combat Jar’s attacks 
but even stated that shared number Jar’s slanderous 
opinions.” The session passed vote censure Vitner 
and Davidoglu and expelled Jar from the Party. 

The publication Gazeta Literara also was attacked for 
publishing articles literary criticism and theory which 
“spread confusion,” and for failing combat concrete 
manifestations “bourgeois ideology.”. Two editors 
Gazeta Literara, Paul Georgescu and Veronica Porumbacu, 
were accused “failing fulfill their and was 
pointed out that this periodical had “become one the 
few places where certain erroneous ideas are propagated.” 
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Later the meeting Georgescu briefly admitted that 
had been fault (Porumbacu longer with Gazeta 
Literara) but postponed discussion his errors 
later date. Possibly Georgescu will deliver his self-criticism 
the Writers Congress open June 18. 


Renewed Attacks the Pauker Group 


The adherence the old Stalinist policy 
was documented also renewed attacks against the Pauker 
clique for “infringements Socialist legality” and “viola- 
tions Leninist norms Party life.” Far from rehabili- 
tating these former leaders, the regime claimed that the 
“deviationists” had played “great role” spreading the 
“cult personality” and that their purge 1952 made 
“upheaval” the government unnecessary the 
present time. (Bucharest), May 23, which pub- 
lished report the attack made meeting top 
Party leaders, admitted, however, that all was not perfect 
within Party ranks. The newspaper claimed that difficul- 
ties had arisen because criticism the “cult personal- 
ity” made 1952 had not been made public, thus subse- 
quently preventing the realization far-reaching results. 
“In the light documents the Twentieth Congress,” 
Scinteia said, “all trace the cult must 


Some Post-Congress Moves 


Although the regime has rigidly followed its old policy, 
has made few, minor concessions the new spirit pre- 
vailing the orbit. According official reports, the 
secret police force has been reduced and some imprisoned 
Social Democrats, mentioned the list recently drawn 
the British Labor Party, have been released. part 
the campaign win over Social Democrats home 
and abroad, the regime has put pressure former Social- 
ist leaders declare their allegiance the Party. June 
the trade union paper Munca (Bucharest) published 
interview with the old-time Socialist and former Secre- 
tary the General Confederation Labor Ion Mirescu, 
who urged Socialists participate actively the “con- 
struction Socialism.” Mirescu also asked Socialists abroad 
form united fronts with the Communists and aired his 
doubts about their wisdom having opposed Communism. 

The regime has also continued its repatriation campaign, 
and June extended the time limit the amnesty 
for refugees. The original amnesty was effective until 
August 23, 1956; according the new decree Romanian 
exiles have until December 30, 1958, return home. 
day later, June Radio Bucharest announced that 
the houses and surrounding yards certain repatriates 
German and Hungarian origin will returned them 
they had been confiscated. cases where restitution not 
possible, the owners will receive compensation. 

Attempts curtail bureaucracy were 
June when was stated that the Minister Interior 
would reduce its personnel with view simplifying and 
improving the State apparatus. The employees released 
this measure will transferred industry. day earlier, 
June the Council Ministers shortened the work day 


wa hew 


From Scinteia (Bucharest) June 1956: above the picture 
bold letters: “President Comrade Broz-Tito Yugoslavia 
Transit Through Romanian People’s Republic Way USSR.” 
Caption: “Comrades Gheorghiu-Dej and Chivu Stoica welcoming 
Comrade Broz-Tito.” 


for employees and technicians engaged industries detri- 
mental health. 

The return Romanian art treasures, held Moscow 
since World War was probably intended dramatize 
new phase Romanian-USSR relations. This transfer, 
which was announced June 11, will include the return 
1,350 paintings, 156 icons, religious objects, and 
collection 36,000 coins and medals, well other 
precious antiques. 


Albania 
Party Congress 


The Third Congress the Albanian Party was held 
May 25-June revealed breath the thaw that, 
after the February Soviet Party Congress, spread through- 
out the rest the Satellite bloc. indicated that the 
Albanian leaders are yet unwilling admit past mis- 
takes, and voice criticism present rigidities and ab- 
surdities. Save that the name Stalin was scarcely men- 
tioned and that friendship with Yugoslavia was proclaimed, 
the Albanian Congress could have taken place the dark- 
est Stalinist days. 

The major speech was delivered Party First Secretary 
Enver Hoxha, (Radio Tirana, May 25-26). included 
analysis the results the past First Five Year Plan 
and the projected targets the current Plan (see below). 
For the rest, was farrago attacks apitalist 
imperialism,” which “as identical with the activity 
the German-Japanese imperialists and fascists 
pared and unleashed World War are two drops 
water,’ NATO, the Marshall Plan, etc. The USSR 
was given lavish and fulsome praise vocabulary 
sycophancy that has become outmoded everywhere else 
the bloc. 

Hoxha made clear that there was “rehabilita- 
tion” Koci Xoxe, executed 1949 the great Albanian 
anti-Titoist show trial. Hoxha proclaimed friendship for 
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Yugoslavia, blamed the “provocation engineered the 
vile imperialist agent for the break, and admitted 
that the linking what had previously been called “the 
anti-Albanian, anti-Marxist element Yugoslav Trotsky- 
ism, directed Tito, and those connected with him our 
Party, group led Koci Xoxe” (Bashkimi 
November 1949) had been error our part.” 
stated, however: 


“The operations Koci Xoxe and his associates were 
hostile the Party and State. Koci Xoxe and his associ- 
ates created most dangerous faction against the Party, 
and were aiming liquidate the Party. Xoxe put the Party 
under the control the security apparatus and prepared 
for the physical liquidation the heads the Party and 
State. Our accusations against Xoxe and his associates are 
facts and his condemnation the Party and State was 
entirely right.” 


Second Five Year Plan 


May, the Third Party Congress discussed the draft 
directives for the Second Five Year Plan (1956-1960). 
The Plan will emphasize the development mining and 
new drive for the collectivization agriculture. Total 
investment 21.9 billion lek allegedly percent 
more than investment during the First Five Year Plan. 
National income rise percent, industrial pro- 
ductivity “not less than percent,” and real wages 
about percent. Production costs State industry 
are reduced “not less than percent.” The 
draft also asserts that prices consumer goods will 
reduced and the system rationing abolished. (Zeri 
Popullit April 15, 1956.) 

According Premier Mehmet Albania has 
developed from the status agricultural country 
that “agricultural and industrial” country. The 
next stage will “industrialized” Albania, reached 
when the volume industrial production passes that 
agriculture. The Second Five Year Plan seen 
transitional phase, during which industrial production will 
rise from 43.5 percent the total 49.5 percent. Echoing 
his comrades the other Satellites, Shehu also said: “The 
main basis for industrial development must heavy in- 
dustry. The basis industry our country, well 
other Socialist countries, the production means 
production.” (Radio Tirana, May 30, 1956. 

industry” Albania means mining and the 
production industrial raw materials. Albania evidently 
become base raw materials supply for other members 
the Soviet bloc. During the Five Year Plan, oil produc- 
tion increase percent, chromium ore 146 
percent, copper 165 percent, coal percent and 
bitumen percent. Extensive geological re- 
search will conducted discover new reserves these 
materials. The regime will open new oil wells, four 
chromium mines, two coal mines, two copper mines and 
nickel-iron ore mine. the industrial front will 


finish new petroleum refinery Cirrik, copper refinery, 
hydroelectric station the Mati River, canning fac- 
tory, velvet factory and brewery. About fifth total 
investment will spent industrial construction, includ- 
ing mining. 

The collectivization program agriculture aims 
embrace more than percent all arable land, including 
all farms the lowlands and the greater part those 
the hills. The draft states that all types “cooperatives” 
are considered, the proportion land the “Socialized” 
area may reach percent 1960. the same time 
program land reclamation will carried out, extending 
the cultivated area 443,000 hectares, percent more 
than 1955. Most the new land will the plains. 
The draft emphasizes higher farm yields, achieved 
such methods removing the barriers between indi- 
vidual farms, more mechanization, introduction hybrid 
corn and the general use better techniques. Average 
yields are reach the following levels 1960: wheat, 
quintals per hectare; corn, 15.3; cotton, 10; sugar beets, 
225; rice, 30; potatoes, 100. 

Like other Albanian pronouncements, the draft seems 
the imposition standard Communist phraseology 
upon somewhat primitive reality. copious with 
numbers, but only for the sake appearances. For 
the draft states that 1955 the harvest food grains 
was percent greater than 1950 and percent greater 
than 1938. But the next breath confesses “The 
task set for the overall production food grain—which 
would have satisfied nearly the people’s grain require- 
not 

The production consumer goods claimed have 
risen percent during the First Five Year Plan, but 
Albania the only Satellite, except East Germany, where 
rationing still force. Industrial production rose 
percent, according claim, but the draft admits that the 
Plan was seriously underfulfilled certain important sec- 
tors, including oil, copper, bitumen and sugar. “Mistakes,” 
says the draft, were due “lack experience” and the 
fact that “economic leadership the Party, State and eco- 
nomic organs not yet the desired level.” 


Personnel Changes 


number changes regime personnel were an- 
nounced Radio Tirana, June the most important 
these, First Deputy Premier Hysni Kapo was relieved 
his post “since has been assigned other important 
Party functions.” further information Kapo’s new 
post has been announced; possible that Kapo, who was 
Minister Yugoslavia 1945-46, will assigned once 
again Albanian-Yugoslav relations. 

Other changes included the appointment Gogo Nushi, 
Spiro Koleka and Manush First Deputy Pre- 
miers, the switch Abdyl Kellezi from Finance Minister 
Deputy Premier, and the appointment Aleks Verli 
Finance Minister. 
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Recent and Related 


World Revolution, Sidney Lens 
(Praeger: $3.75). “We, the western 
world, are fighting the wrong war, the 
wrong time, the wrong place. are 
preparing for war that will never 
fought, with weapons that will never 
decisive.” drawing this principle con- 
clusion, Mr. Lens attacks present milita- 
ristically-oriented American foreign pol- 
icy and, with great clarity, expands the 
thesis that only joining and aiding the 
world-wide social revolution can the Uni- 
ted States avoid becoming second class 
power “within the next few decades.” 
The author bases the discussion his 
view that there are three, not two, major 
social systems existing the world to- 
day: capitalism, communism and feud- 
alism. among the people, not the 
the feudal world (bear- 
ing veneer capitalism, but feudal 
and antiquated nonetheless) that this 
major decisions will made, 
states, and has been shown 
guerilla movements Yugoslavia, Indo- 
China and elsewhere, military organi- 
zation capable permanently subduing 
the inexperienced, uneducated 
ly-equipped masses who believe their 
goals. Because Western 
vention recent years, including such 
programs Point Four, has checked 
reform and entrenched the old corrupt 
classes instead hastening social 
change, the author contends, America 
and thus the West longer trusted 
the people. These things have been 
said before, but Mr. Lens brings his 
ideas the power specific suggestions 
and practical program. says, 
“If four decades war, revolution, de- 
pression and chaos, have not taught 
that need basically new approach, 
then they have taught nothing.” 


(Public Affairs: $3.75). Drawing upon 
his experience the State Department’s 
economic officer Yugoslavia during 
and after World War II, Mr. Pridonoff 
has written analysis Communism 
that country. The author’s thesis 
that Tito was never fundamental dis- 
agreement with Communism, but Tito’s 
“fall” was due his unwillingness 
bow Stalin’s Now that 
Stalin dead natural for Tito 
drawn back into the fold, maintains. 
The author points the similarities be- 


tween the rule the two dictators 
prove that the conflict was matter 
personality, not doctrine. Under both 
regimes gross inequalities between the 
government elite and the “classless” 
masses exist, states; national patrio- 
tism suppressed, justice abused, and 
society regimented, Although the author 
was position gain direct knowl- 
edge affairs, his scathing attacks 
American and British foreign policy 
there and the men responsible for those 
policies seems unduly harsh. fact, 
the total picture presented conditions 
Yugoslavia too consistently bleak 
entirely convincing. 


Russian Journey, William Doug- 
las (Doubleday: $4.50). During the 
summer 1955, Supreme Court Justice 
Douglas traveled across the Soviet Un- 
ion. His observations, personal and dis- 
cerning, are recorded this readable 
baedecker. Starting the fertile South- 
ern agricultural region, the author 
eled through the remote Central Asian 
areas, then passed on to Moscow and 
Leningrad. From his conversations with 
Soviet citizens, Justice Douglas formed 
these conclusions: the Russians are curi- 
ous about and are mood for friend- 
ship with the American people; they are 
unaware that they lack the most basic 
civil liberties; religion not primary 
force; the secret police are everywhere. 
The author asserts that both the people 
and the new regime want peace that 
industry may concentrate producing 
the ordinary comforts life rather than 
military materials. Revealing 
graphs taken the Douglases accom- 
pany the text. 


photo- 


The Communist Revolution, Harold 
Fisher (Stanford: $1.00). ef- 
fort dispel the confusions which have 
arisen and which shroud the true es- 
sence Communist doctrine, Harold 
Fisher, under the auspices 
Hoover Institute, has produced this out- 
line Soviet tactics and strategy. 
basically concise primer for the lay- 
man. The pamphlet presents the incep- 
tion Communism Marxist theory, its 
rise working system, and its present 
status throughout the world. 
ology pertinent dates the develop- 
ment the Communist movement and 
books are included. 


The Long Walk, Slavomir Rawicz 
(Harper: $3.50). This the true story 
Slavomir Rawicz, man who escaped 
from Soviet slave labor camp walk- 
ing more than 6,000 miles from north- 
ern Siberia India. The hardships 
and his companions endured, the deter- 
mination, courage and ingenuity with 
which they fought extinction, stun the 
imagination. Equally striking are the 
events which preceded epic 
flight. young Polish cavalry officer 
1939, was arrested the NKVD be- 
cause they believed all educated Poles 
living near the Russian border were 
spies. Rawicz was tortured for year; 
signed confession. After grimly 
farcical trial People’s Court which 
gave him sentence twenty-five years 
hard labor, joined shipment 
slave laborers bound for Siberia. The 
last thousand miles through sub-Arctic 
winter were accomplished foot and 
chains. escaped within the year. 
Throughout the book, behind Rawicz’s 
extraordinary fortitude and extraordinary 
success escape, the spectre the 
millions men, less lucky less 
strong than he, who were entombed be- 
hind 


Two Rubles Times Square, Guy 
Richards (Little, Brown: $3.50) highly 
fanciful tale the invasion lower 
Manhattan Russian General and 
his troops. The General, secretly mem- 
ber anti-Soviet underground group, 
has conceived the plan the only way 
awaken America the dangers threat- 
ened the Kremlin and then rally her 
his cause. The General feels that the 
United States not offering strong 
enough moral crusade counter that 
the Kremlin: “How much really depend- 
able friendship you get from another 
nation giving money and food, but 
always avoiding frontal approach 
the matter its character and yours? 
shipping weapons, heaping kind- 
nesses it, advising its generals and 
spects your own culture superior? 
The General’s plan get American 
backing for Foreign Legion led him 
and composed least part es- 
capees from Communism, legion ca- 
pable inspiring lot more than armed 
uprising.” Fairly amusing reading, but 
not very convincing. 
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Tue Free was founded 1949 group 
private American citizens who joined together for direct action aimed 
the eventual liberation the peoples the Iron Curtain countries. With 
the help endowments and public contributions the Crusade for 
Freedom, the Committee has set up, among other activities, Radio Free 
Europe and Free Europe Press. The Committee’s efforts are focused the 
captive countries Central and Eastern Europe. these efforts the 
Committee counts among its active allies the democratic leaders—scholars, 
journalists, political and economic experts, and men letters—who have 
escaped from the Communist enslavement their native lands. 
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